Allocution 14 juillet 2008 (Prétoria)

Minister Van der Merwe,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Welcome to the residence of France for the celebration of Bastille Day which commemorates the storming of the Bastille Jail and signals the onset of the French Revolution.

This last year was full of events in the French-South African relations. The most important was, of course, the State Visit that President Sarkozy paid to South Africa late February. This two-day visit was significant in two ways :

. First, President Sarkozy, at the early stages of his term, delivered a historic speech to the Parliament of South Africa in Cape Town which set forth his vision of the future of the relations between France and Africa.

In his address, he referred several times to the African Renaissance, so dear to President Thabo Mbeki and laid the foundations of a new course of policy between France and Africa. These relations have to be reviewed and adapted according to the expectations of the public opinions both in Africa and in France.

It does not mean that my country has lost interest in the continent, on the contrary : new patterns of relations have to be defined together by France and its African partners. The fact that the President’s speech was delivered in South Africa, a country that plays a leading role economically and politically in Africa and has no colonial history with France, was highly symbolic.

. Second, President Mbeki and President Sarkozy agreed to bolster the bilateral relations between their countries. Numerous agreements and statements have been concluded or agreed upon on climate change, energy, transport, tourism, JIPSA so on and so forth… These agreements form our road map and the framework of our bilateral relations for the years to come.

When President Sarkozy was in Cape Town a business forum was held and I want  to thank the South African business sector and their French counterparts who made it a big success . We hope that the participation of the French companies in South Africa’s growing economy expands in the near future because, as the French President acknowledged publicly, we can do more to enhance the French economic presence. I think that, in the field of energy for instance, France has all the cards in its hand to become the long-standing partner that South Africa needs.

But we do not forget the European dimension of our relations when France is, since July the 1st, the presiding country of the EU.

In that respect, we are very proud that, in a few days, France will host in Bordeaux the first ever summit between an African country and the EU.  This meeting between South Africa and the EU at the level of the heads of state and in the presence of Mr Barosso, will be a golden opportunity to discuss regional and international issues but also to give an impetus to the strategic partnership between the EU and South Africa. This partnership and its plan of action are intended to embrace all bilateral and global issues, like climate change, science and technology, trade,  etc…  As Europeans, they reflect our deep-seated conviction that Europe needs South Africa to succeed because we want Africa, our ,next-door neighbour, to succeed. 

In that respect, we are impressed by the economic progress that was achieved recently by the African economies which contradicts all the dire predictions of the afro-pessimists. We are impressed as well by the strong African determination to proceed in the direction of more integration and unity of the continent.

Before I conclude, let me mention that a few days ago, President Mandela was at the French school in Johannesburg to celebrate his 90th birthday with the children of his Foundation for the Children. It was a great honour for us and this celebration will remain a historic moment for the French school, lycée Jules Verne. For peoples all over the world, Madiba is a source of constant inspiration and an example of dignity, reconciliation and compassion. And I want to acknowledge the presence amongst us of Mr Tokyo Sexwale, one of his companions on Robben Island.

So, happy birthday Madiba !

Vive l’Afrique du sud !

Vive la France ! 

