Interview de M. François Loos, ministre délégué à l'industrie, donnée à SABC, le 19 janvier 2007

Interviewer : Minister Francois Loos is in South Africa where he will open a French South African conference on energy with Minister Buyelwa Sonjica. He will also meet Minister Alec Erwin and Mandisi Mpahlwa.

Minister, can you describe the relationship between France and South Africa in this field?

Francois Loos: We are discussing energy, especially nuclear and coal. Energy is a big question for everybody in the world, we face a reduction in the production of oil. There is also a growing necessity to reduce CO2 emissions. We have to find other ways of generating electricity in order to reduce energy, by using renewable energy and nuclear energy.

On the one hand we must improve energy efficiency because better efficiency is worthwhile for everybody, and on the other hand France and South Africa need a lot of each other’s technologies and methods, an exchange.

I: What has France identified as specifically important or valuable in South Africa in this field?

FL: South Africa has huge experience in the coal industry, transforming coal to oil. Also the capture of CO2; that technology has to be taken into consideration.

On nuclear we have had cooperation for a certain time already – last year we were fortunate to be able to help with a spare part for Koeberg’s rotor. Cooperation is needed on research in nuclear power. French and South African companies have been working together for years.

In France we’re proud of our experience in energy.

I am also here in connection with new information technologies, like the smart card. Soon South Africa will host the World Cup where the smart card system will be needed and South Africa needs our experience on this for sure.

I: Who is accompanying you on your visit to SA?

FL: I’m here with companies and researchers in these fields. Other areas also include transportation, for instance high-speed trains. The train between Johannesburg and Pretoria [Gautrain] will be built by French companies.

Everybody has to look at traffic and the need to reduce the use of oil – a country needs public transport systems. If you can do it by train, for instance in the city, it is always better. The economy of oil is an economy of time for people who are always stuck in traffic jams.

When our companies come to South Africa, education of staff is part of their job with learnerships, for instance in the aeronautical or defence industry because you have to be trained to build something like an Airbus. We need now to better integrate professionals into the training of young South Africans. The French companies here are already willing, they’re already doing it. In fact, they are obliged to do it, because it’s necessary to go ahead with these projects.
Generally we have a development agency in charge of the promotion of  water, telecoms, utilities. That is one way of doing it. What I describe in South Africa is due to private French companies who have been in South Africa for a while now, who train their workers.

