Interview de M. François Loos, ministre délégué à l'industrie, donnée à Cape Talk (au Cap) & à Talk Radio 702 (Johannesburg), le 20 février 2007

Interviewer : Visiting South Africa at the moment is French Industry Minister François Loos. He has already made headlines with comments on a possible involvement in South Africa’s nuclear programme. He comes ahead of a French South African energy conference which he opened today in Cape Town. Good afternoon, Minister.

Why does France, why does the French government have such a major interest in South Africa’s energy sector?

François Loos: South Africa has the will to extend its capacities of energy production and there is a strong state interest in Eskom and the PBMR programme. We understand each other.

I: South Africa experiences an energy squeeze from time to time, you’ve alluded to it yourself – what lessons can we learn from France there?

FL: France doesn’t have to teach South Africa anything. Everybody wants investment and we’re interested in the nuclear sector because the methods of safety must be strong and the cycle of fuel must be well-controlled. When you use uranium you transform it into other products and you have to deal with the cycle of the fuels. Nuclear authorities around the world are very tough on this question.

I: France has a major commitment to nuclear energy, while other parts of the world, like your neighbour Germany, are moving away from it. Are you confident that nuclear energy is the way to go, or forms a large component of the way to go?

FL: Yes, because nuclear energy has no effect on the climate, there are no CO2 emissions. It is also cheap, almost as cheap as coal. But you need to be aware of waste treatment and maintaining a high security level. You need a big commitment from the government and companies.

I: The relationship between the state and the private sector seems to be managed particularly well in France.

FL: Thank you, that is a compliment. But South Africa has the same views – Eskom is 70% public.

I: There have been comments on a possible involvement in our nuclear programme, with French companies like Areva and Alstom.

FL: Yes, the bids are in but it’s up to Eskom to decide. We have had a longterm commitment with South Africa in this field. Koeberg was built by EDF, the equivalent of Eskom. The relationship between us is an old one.

I: Bonne chance to the French. That was the French Minister for Industry talking to us from Koeberg.

