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Mr Thabo Mbeki : We are very pleased with this visit as it confirms the high standard of our relations as you have been able to see today with all the agreements that were just signed. These agreements show how determined we are to deepen our relations as much on a political and economic level, as in the fields of science and technology, energy, on a military level, our bilateral relations as well as our relations with all the other countries of the world.

I wish to inform you, Mr President, how pleased we are with the manner in which you have persistently illustrated your capacity to clearly and rapidly respond to our questions and our requests. Our South African friends are all aware of the electricity problem. I informed you of the urgent need for engineers to deal with this problem. Mr President, you immediately responded positively, which again shows the quality of our relations.

We also spoke of the situation which is of deep concern to both of us in Darfur, and we both agreed immediately that we should act together to improve the situation. These are, I repeat, examples of the quality of our relations and of the speed with which your are prepared to respond to our requests.

To conclude, I would like to say again that I am persuaded that your visit will make it possible to consolidate the excellent bilateral relations between our two countries. This will help us deal with the challenges which arise in South Africa as well as on the African continent.

Once again, I thank you. We know we can count on you. 

Mr Nicolas Sarkozy : Thank you Mr President. Ladies and Gentlemen, a few words. Firstly,  we had extensive discussions, President Mbeki and myself. I should say that we did not disagree on any of the matters broached.

South Africa has become our foremost economic partner in Africa. We signed very important agreements on energy, more specifically for a power station of 1,4 billion Euro and, next week, a team of engineers from EDF and Areva will arrive in South Africa to help our South African friends to deal with the electricity supply crisis. This, of course, is independent of the three large tender offers in which Areva, EDG, Bouygues and Alstom will be participating. 

South Africa has become an indispensable partner in the resolution of African crises. President Mbeki gave me a message from President Bashir inviting us, France and South Africa, to come to Sudan in the context of the crisis in Darfur and the situation in Chad. I gladly accepted, in line with the mediation proposal I made yesterday in N’Djamena, to send a delegation to Sudan in the next few days accompanied by our South African friends.

France feels that the world needs South Africa to resolve the important crises of the world. I repeat here in Cape Town that I cannot imagine how we could manage to resolve the important questions confronting the world without giving a space to one African country – I’m thinking of the G8 - to one country in South America, to India, to China, not to mention Mexico. I told President Mbeki that I fully agreed with the position of the G5 which wants to do better than a closing lunch following a three-day G8 summit. I understand it’s not possible to change things immediately, but I ask that a space is made for Africa. Of course, for South Africa, even though it’s not for me to choose, of course, as Africa’s representative. But it is a fact that in the G5, Africa’s representative is South Africa.

During our discussion, we dealt extensively with the situation in Iran. I told President Mbeki that we need him and South Africa to reach consensus on the third resolution to impose sanctions. I told him that our approach was not at all aggressive against Iran, but that we need to do something to avoid the worst. And that we needed international consensus. And that South Africa, who chairs the Security Council, could play a decisive role. 

Question – (inaudible)

Mr Mbeki – No, no arms deal was discussed.  The matter wasn’t raised.

Question – (inaudible)

Mr Sarkozy – I apologise to President Mbeki for raising an issue not directly related to my visit, but I do so because of its urgency. I heard the accounts of the two freed hostages, Mr Perez and Gloria Polanco. I want to employ strong words, but words that are true and just: these accounts are very distressing. They are distressing because of the cruelty and the barbarity which is very upsetting. The FARC should know and understand: by making a martyr of Ingrid Betancourt they are inflicting a martyr on France. In December, almost three months ago, I implored the head of the guerrillas, Manuel Marulanda, to free the hostages and since then, there were some releases, these six hostages were released. I thank the FARC.  I also called for the release of our compatriot, Ingrid Betancourt. I wish to again make this urgent appeal. Today I call on the FARC to immediately release Ingrid Betancourt. It’s a matter of life and death. It’s an urgent humanitarian matter. They may not let this woman die.

I also wish to send a message to President Chavez, whom I want to praise for his involvement and efforts which made it possible to free four more hostages. I ask President Chavez, like I told him when I spoke to him on the phone a few days ago, to apply all his influence to save the life of Ingrid Betancourt. I heard his call to the FARC yesterday evening, which I relay emphatically. I spoke to him, and I’m ready, if President Chavez so wishes, if it were a precondition for her release, to personally go to the Venezuelan and Columbian border to fetch Ingrid Bretancourt, if this were a condition emanating from the FARC.

France will  not rest until the final hostage has been released. I commit myself personally to this. But the fate of Ingrid Betancourt whose daughter Mélanie I spoke to on the phone this evening, while on the way from Chad to South Africa, who confided in me, and this is fully understandable, her distress, because she is shattered. 

Ingrid’s fate depends on a humanitarian gesture and not on a humanitarian agreement. Today it is clearly a race against time to save her life. And everyone has their responsibilities. There are those who would be willing to do anything to save Ingrid and there are those who will carry the blame for her death. We cannot wait any longer. France is committed to a humanitarian agreement once Ingrid Betancourt is freed. 

You understand, with my full apologies to President Thabo Mbeki, that I consider the accounts of the hostages in a very serious light. Ingrid Betancourt’s condition is worsening day by day. Of what use would it be to obtain proof that she is alive if she dies.

Now we need to apply all our goodwill, I hope everyone understands that we need President Chavez as well. And I wish to sincerely thank him for everything he has done. I will have the opportunity to discuss this today even with President Uribe. France will spare no effort. You may appreciate that I was at the same time despondent and delighted.  Despondent, because Ingrid is not free, but also delighted because, after five years during which nothing happened, six hostages were released. The proof that they are alive is here. We must succeed in freeing, in obtaining the freedom of Ingrid Betancourt. 

Question – This is a question for President Mbeki on the development of nuclear forces in Iran. The position adopted by South Africa has up to now been that Iran should have the right to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. Is this still the position of South Africa? What is France’s view?

Mr Mbeki – Again, our position has not changed. We are against the proliferation of arms of mass destruction. But we agree that a country should not be prohibited from acquiring nuclear capacity for peaceful purposes. We have discussed this in the context of a new resolution which is to be adopted in the near future by the Security Council.  We are on the same wavelength. We are determined to fight against nuclear weapons, and we feel we should deal with this in an effective manner to reassure the whole world while respecting the right to the peaceful use of nuclear energy while fighting against the proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

Mr Sarkozy – Mr Mbeki, this fully agrees with France’s position. I have said again and again that all the citizens of the world  are entitled to civil nuclear energy. But here,  we are confronted with a problem of military proliferation and I say this in a country, South Africa, which in its time was one of the first to give up military nuclear weapons. 

Question – Mr Sarkozy, to implement your new political policy for Africa, do you envisage reducing or redeploying French military forces on the continent?

Mr Sarkozy – This afternoon I shall raise this issue in the South African Parliament. And I shall relate in detail what I intend proposing to our partners whom I have all contacted for the purposes of discreet diplomacy. I shall announce the renegotiation of all defence agreements in Africa and the publication, in full transparency, of the content of these agreements. As you see, it’s a major change of direction. I discussed this with President Mbeki. I am convinced that we cannot continue with agreements dating back to the 1960s. We are in the 21st century. France wants to increase its presence in Africa. But it wishes to alter its presence. As I understood you were talking of my speech in Dakar, of the letter President Mbeki addressed me. I want to say to President Mbeki that I was deeply touched, and very moved by his views, not because he agreed with me, but because he took the trouble to read the speech. Ms Loison, it’s so pleasing when someone takes the time to read the speeches. Not that I’m addressing this to you. I’m just saying so. And then, moreover, with President Mbeki we pursued the discussion on what the new relations between France and Africa should be. 

This is largely the result of the discussions we had.  I am aware that this is a change. It is a significant change. All the heads of state concerned have been informed. But I shall give further details, as a courtesy to the President, in my speech later this afternoon in which I shall make further proposals. 

Mr Mbeki – I remain convinced and I repeat today that the presentation of President Sarkozy in Dakar raised a certain number of extremely important questions, specifically that Africa must accept the challenge to define its own future, that the rest of the world must respect the choice Africa makes, but that it belongs to Africa to determine itself its own future. 

In fact, getting back to President Sarkozy’s first speech in Dakar, he mentioned that there are all these processes, globalisation, the market, and to ensure that all of this does not go against the interests of Africa, Africa must not think that this is a act of God and that Africans can do nothing to remedy the injustices possibly caused by globalisation. But on the contrary, Africa must intervene to ensure that these processes, the market, globalisation benefit the African continent to solve the problem of poverty. It is up to Africa to not allow anybody else to define its response to globalisation, but to decide how to do so in order that this leads to results allowing Africa to redress the injustices of the past. In this, he said that France was Africa’s ally. And we feel that this is very important. I repeat it is very important for Africa to understand how much we need to employ our capacity to intervene to successfully carry out our development policies to fight poverty. But it seems to me that all this debate has been inspired by the Dakar speech which is absolutely essential and we must ensure that it continues.

In our discussions with President Sarkozy, we also spoke about the ongoing controversy between the European Commission and the South African Customs Union on economic partnerships. This is directly pertinent, in fact: how can we [fight] against poverty! The problems arising from these economic partnership agreements result from where they are issued, these agreements, like the Cotonou agreement. They are founded on a certain number of concepts like liberalisation, de-regularisation which, at the time of the Cotonou agreement, were imposed on Africa. If these were not adhered to it, i was simply a sacrilege. So, this is what has been challenged and which must be renegotiated. 

In closing, I am very pleased, Mr President,to hear you say that in your speech before parliament this afternoon you are going to talk about France’s military agreements and that you are going to raise the possibility of revising these and to publish these. I am delighted in advance to hear you say this, because I think, in fact, that this forms part of the continuation of the decolonisation process in Africa. 

I would also like to tell you that we have been closely following what’s going on in Colombia and that the fate of Ingrid Betancourt is also very important to us. We feel that it is very important that the FARC release the hostages. In the past, Archbishop Desmond Tutu has also raised this issue, but unfortunately in vain. We are pleased to see that some progress has been made. Like you, we fully support President Uribe. 
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