JOINT STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT THABO MBEKI AND PRESIDENT NICOLAS SARKOZY FOLLOWING THEIR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ON THE OCCASION OF THE FRENCH STATE VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA

CAPE TOWN

28 FEBRUARY 2008

President Mbeki and President Sarkozy met today and agreed to issue the following joint statement:

Peace and Security :.

South Africa and France welcome the progress made in conflict reduction on the Continent. They reaffirm that peace and security is an essential condition for the growth of the continent and the world as a whole and will continue their joint efforts to this end.

South-Africa and France agree that the development of the European Security and Defence Policy and of the African Union Peace and Security Architecture are equally important to peace-keeping under the United Nations. They agree to strengthen the partnership between the EU and the AU as well as the partnership between the EU and South Africa in this regard.

In full agreement with the authorities of the Central African Republic, the South African National Defence Force and the French Armed Forces have been instructed by Presidents Mbeki and Sarkozy to partner in putting together complementary and mutually-reinforcing actions to assist the Central African Republic in her Security Sector Reform programme.

Europe and Africa :

President Mbeki and President Sarkozy agreed that relations between Europe and Africa need not be beholden to the past. In this respect, they welcome the establishment of a strategic partnership between the EU and South-Africa as well as the outcome of the EU/Africa Summit in Lisbon. As incoming Chair of the Council of the European Union, France expressed her determination to implement fully the Joint Africa-EU Strategy adopted at the Summit. President Sarkozy also invited President Mbeki to France for the first EU/South-Africa Summit.

President Sarkozy and President Mbeki expressed their support and commitment to the consolidation of the African Agenda, including the African Union and its socio-economic programme Nepad. They share the view that peace and security on the Continent, as well as growth and development, while the responsibility of Africans themselves, are part and parcel of Europe’s strategic interests.

As a demonstration of support to South-Africa’s own accelerated and shared growth strategy, President Sarkozy decided that France will contribute to the South-African programme of skills development with a significant number of training courses in France.

Global Governance :

President Sarkozy and President Mbeki share the view that the challenges facing the world today cannot be solved successfully but within a fair and efficient multilateral system. They note that the European Union and the African Union are both equally committed to multilateralism and are both contributors to a better world order.

They also share the view that there is a need for a better representation of the views and interests of African countries, commensurate with their contribution to a better world order and their growth potential.

In this respect, they are determined to join their efforts in pursuing the reform and the enlargement of the United Nations Security Council, the enlargement of the Group of Most Industrialised Countries to emerging global powers and the reform of the Bretton Woods Institutions.

Climate change:

France and South Africa agree that there can be no North/South divide : climate change is a vital challenge to mankind as a whole and as such needs to be addressed, while respecting the principle of equal but differentiated responsibility, by developing and developed countries alike.

As signatories to the Kyoto Protocol, they reaffirm their utmost determination to conclude a global agreement by 2009. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change remains the sole legitimate framework to conclude these negotiations.

France and South-Africa have decided to establish a strategic partnership on energy and climate change. This partnership will foster an eco-responsible energy mix in each country, spur growth and development and contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

Bilateral Relations:

President Mbeki and President Sarkozy agreed to enhance and strengthen bilateral relations between South Africa and France, through ministerial visits, high-level political consultations, enhanced economic interaction and bilateral cooperation under the aegis of the Framework Partnership Document signed by both countries on 11 September 2006. 

South Africa and France currently have extensive bilateral cooperation in areas such as science, culture, safety and security, health and defence and both countries wish to extend their mutual cooperation.

As an example of initiatives to further strengthen scientific and technical cooperation, South Africa and France will prepare and submit a joint submission to extend their continental shelves off the South African islands of Marion and Prince Edward and the French archipelago of Crozet. This submission will be made to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf in accordance with Article 76 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Should this submission be accepted, South Africa and France would become neighbours sharing a common maritime border. 

The two countries also proposed to negotiate a cooperation  agreement on the control of illegal fishing and scientific research on marine fauna and flora. This agreement is expected to strengthen South African and French contributions to prevent and combat illegal fishing in the zone of the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources(CCAMLR), through joint surveillance and exchange of information. 

