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Réception en l’honneur de MICHELLE CONSTANT 

Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres 

Jeudi 28 janvier 2016 

 

Dear Michelle, it is an absolute honor to bestow upon you 

the distinction of Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des 

Lettres for your outstanding contribution to the South 

African cultural industries. 

 

For over 20 years, Michelle, you have been a driving force 

in the South African art world and media landscape. You 

have had many hats which include: journalist, radio DJ, 

writer, television presenter, producer, entrepreneur, and 

even actress! It really shows the diversity of your many 

talents. 

 

As you all know, Michelle is, beyond the shadow of a 

doubt, a daring woman, an avant-gardist who puts her 

bright passion for the arts at the service of her country. Let 

me say a few words to illustrate, and celebrate, your career 

path:   
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Between 1998 and 2008 Michelle ran her own production 

company, Constant Media. She collaborated with such 

organizations as the Constitutional Hill Museum, SABC and 

of course the French Institute of South Africa for the 

Picasso exhibition at the Standard Bank Gallery – an event 

still talked about to this day! 

 

In the media, Michelle has worked in both public service 

broadcasting and commercial enterprises. Her Saturday 

lifestyle show on SAFM is a delight to listen to and learn 

from: through thoughtful analyses of our society and 

innovative presentations, Michelle represents an important 

voice of South Africa’s society today.  

Working through the eternal tension between art and 

commerce led her to the strategic position she holds today 

at Business and Arts South Africa. As the CEO of BASA 

(since 2008) she has grown the annual BASA Awards to 

become one of the most glamorous and sought after 

cultural events of the year in South Africa.  

 

But BASA is also a very useful event highlighting the 

critical role of the private sector in the funding of the arts, 

and encouraging new players to join in the virtuous circle 

of investing in the development of arts and culture. 
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This kind of organisation is crucial nowadays. The world 

we live in is fast moving from the Information Age (and an 

economy based on knowledge) to the Conceptual Age (and 

a new economy based on creativity).  

 

Commerce is not the enemy of art, and art is not the enemy 

of commerce. In fact they need each other - Michelle 

recognized that immediately and her very own career 

epitomizes that synergy. The world of tomorrow needs 

creativity. It needs art. It needs lateral thinking which 

means solving problems through indirect and creative 

approaches. This is where artists thrive, because creativity 

is becoming the most important leadership quality in this 

highly competitive world. 

 

This speaks directly to Michelle’s core idea of “shared 

values”, which emphasizes the synergy of creativity and 

business. That is probably why you embarked on the bold 

journey of going back to school to study social 

entrepreneurship.  

Because you know that together business and art can 

provide innovative solutions to society’s most pressing 

social problems.  
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Michelle once wrote: “The arts are a key to other skills. The 

arts act as a progressive enabler, ensuring porosity of 

engagement between the Public and Private Sectors, and 

Civil Society.” With this vision Michelle, you are truly a 

visionary. 

 

This vision and all your accomplishments are well 

documented and recognized: you have served on many 

jury panels, including the National Arts Council and the 

South African Music Awards and you also sit on the board 

of various local and international organizations from the 

Arts Investment Forum in Germany to the Origins Centre in 

Johannesburg. Furthermore, you’ve also won prestigious 

awards. In 2004, you won the Arts and Culture Trust’s Arts 

Journalist of the Year award and in 2012 you were 

presented with the inaugural Mbokodo Award for Arts and 

Media. You have presented papers at the World Economic 

Forum on Arts and Culture in New Orleans, MIDEM in 

Cannes, the Cultural Diplomacy Conference in Spain, the 

African Creative Economies (ACE) Conference in Dakar, 

Senegal and most recently – at UNESCO, Paris. 

This goes to show your wide areas of expertise! 

Seen through the eyes of her peers, Michelle is a 

remarkable woman and a true friend. She is bright, witty 

and sharp with a quirky sense of humor. Some say it's 



5 

 

surprising her name is Constant because she is always on 

the move and one step ahead on the next big evolution! 

She’s a relentless fighter who pushes boundaries and 

challenges the status quo to better society.  

 

Michelle is also a true Francophile, having been involved in 

numerous projects with the French Institute of South 

Africa. She invited many artists supported by us on her 

weekly radio show on SAFM.  Her links to France were 

reinforced during the France-South Africa Seasons in 2012 

and 2013 in which she was invited to participate on diverse 

platforms such as le Midem. She is now an even closer 

advisor to us as she is part of the Friends of IFAS 

committee. 

 

Michelle, your contribution to the Arts in South Africa 

stands as a beacon of leadership. Through your 

unwavering commitment you’ve demonstrated yourself to 

be a fierce cultural ambassador who champions the often 

underestimated value of arts in society and the economy. 

 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of France and 

by virtue of the authority vested in me, I have the honour 

and pleasure, Madame Constant, by decree of the Minister 

of Culture and Communication of the Republic of France, 
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to bestow upon you the title of Knight of the Order of Arts 

and Literature, de vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des 

Lettres. 


