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French Ambassador’s remarks 

Opening of Parliament reception 

Arts and Litterature Awards ceremony 

Cape Town 16
th

 February 2016 

 

(Greetings) 

 

Honorable Ministers and deputy Ministers, 

Honorable Members of Parliament, 

Members of the WC government and legislature, of the city 

of Cape Town (Executive Mayor, Patricia de Lille), DGs, 

dear colleagues Ambassadors and Consuls, dear Dean.. 

Members of the Academia, of the press, cultural activists… 

Dear friends, 

From my husband and myself, a very warm welcome to you 

all ! 

You may be worried to have to listen to one more speech, 

when you have already been listening to so many in the 
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last few days. But you can relax ! I’ll will not stand too long 

between you and the cheese table or the Champagne... 

Let me first introduce to you some the members of my 

team, who came all the way from Pretoria in order to 

interact with you all : 

- Serge Boscher  
- Frank Marchetti 
- Vincent Astoux 
- Fabrice Navarro 
- Jean-Paul Toutain 
- Frédéric Chambon 
- Jean-Marie Monot 
- Jean Albergel 
- Hélène Bezuidenhoudt 
- Clément Sarradin 
- Marion Claudel 

 

I want also to mention the presence with us tonight of 

some of our French external trade counsellors, a group 

whose Chair is Christian des Closières, MD of TOTAL SA, 

as well as members of the French SA Chamber of 

Commerce (FSACCI) chaired by a true Cape Town citizen, 

Philip Geromont. 

Before we embark on the most important part of the 

evening, which is the “Arts et Lettres” Awards ceremony, 
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let me mention just three of the French team activities for 

the year. 

1/ Henri MATISSE exhibition 

The Standard Bank Gallery will be hosting an exhibition of 

works by the French modern master, Henri Matisse, from 

13 July to 17 September. Named “Henri Matisse | Rhythm 

and Meaning” it will be the first wide-ranging exhibition of 

Matisse’s work to be held in Africa. In collaboration with 

Standard Bank, the French Embassy to South Africa, the 

French Institute of South Africa, and the Musée Matisse in 

Le Cateau Cambrésis (North of France), the exhibition will 

be co-curated by Patrice Deparpe, Director of the Musée 

Matisse, and Prof Federico Freschi, Executive Dean of the 

Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture at the University of 

Johannesburg. The exhibition will take place with the 

support of Air France, Total, Air Liquide and Pernod Ricard. 

 

2/ FRENCH TECH 

Cape Town has just been selected by the French Minister 

of the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs as the new « 

French Tech Hub ». As a result, the South-African 

metropolis has joined a group of five other cities already 
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designated «French Tech Hubs » by France (Moscow, New 

York, San Francisco, Tel-Aviv and Tokyo).  

This hub, supported by several leading French companies 

with experience in South Africa, will help South African 

companies to benefit from all the opportunities of the « 

French Tech », in terms of new technologies, investments 

and also recruitment of new talent. This initiative takes 

place in the context of a very dynamic growth of French 

start-up companies, especially in innovation and emerging 

technologies. 

 

3/ Good France and French cuisine: 

 

For the second year, Goût de France/Good France, an 

operation to celebrate French gastronomy and the values it 

promotes, will take place on the same day (March 21) all 

over the world – supported by 1500 chefs, 150 embassies 

in 150 countries on five continents. This is an initiative of 

former French Minister for Foreign Affairs, Laurent Fabius, 

together with chef Alain Ducasse in partnership with Atout 

France, the French Tourism agency. In South Africa, 11 

restaurants (in Gauteng, Western Cape, KZN) will take part.  
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In that vein, I wish to extend my congratulations to chef 

Jan Hendrik van der Westhuizen who recently became the 

first South African chef to be awarded a Michelin star for 

his South African Restaurant “Jan” located in Nice, France. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Tonight, we are also gathered to celebrate the nominations 

of 6 outstanding South Africans in the French order of Arts 

and Literature.  This order, established in 1957 by the 

Minister of Culture, rewards those who, through their 

ongoing engagement and creativity, have achieved 

distinction by their work in the arts or by their contribution 

to the development of arts and culture in France and 

throughout the world. One common trait shared by these 6 

nominations is their respective contribution to the success 

of the French-South African Seasons in 2012 and 2013, 

which were a very special moment in the relationship 

between France and South Africa, in particular in the city of 

Cape Town.   

For me, it is a great honor to bestow upon each of you, 

Catherine du Toit, Darryl Els, George Hallet, Ismail 

Mahomed, Frances Murrey, and Riason Naidoo the 

distinction of Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. 



6 
 

1. Ms Catherine du Toit 

Chère Catherine,  

We want to thank you for your outstanding contribution to 

the cooperation between South Africa and France in the 

cultural and education spheres.  

Catherine du Toit holds a degree from the University of 

Nantes and is a Doctor Litterarum et philosophiae in 

French from the University of Pretoria. 

She is currently heading the Department of Modern Foreign 

Languages at the University of Stellenbosch, after years of 

providing training in the French language for South African 

diplomats at  DIRCO. 

I wish to pay tribute here to her inextinguishable curiosity 

that ranges from Michel Houellebecq, through cinema, 

theatre, music and travelling, to Burgundy wines, as well as 

to her commitment to make them known to students, 

publishers and the general public. This makes her an 

invaluable ambassador of French language and culture. 

  

Madame Madeleine Catherine Du Toit, on behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of France and by virtue of the 

authority vested in me, I have the honour and pleasure, by 

decree of the Minister of Arts and communication, to 
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bestow upon you the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and 

Literature, de vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

( Catherine du Toit  acceptance remarks) 

 

2. Mr  Darryl  Els  

Darryl Els wears many hats but has only one true passion: 

cinema. Newly appointed director of the Encounters film 

festival, co-founder of the independent Johannesburg 

cinema The Bioscope, curator of film programs in South 

Africa and overseas, jury member of the Durban film 

festival, expert in South African cinema history: Darryl Els 

is all of that, which makes him a unique personality in the 

South African film sector. But, first and foremost, Darryl is 

a movie lover. “Un cinéphile” as we say in French.  

As such, his cinematographic journey naturally led him 

towards the French New Wave of the sixties, la Nouvelle 

Vague. And also to innovative and controversial French 

directors, like Leo Carrax. But it was the 2012 French 

cultural season in South Africa that really made him a 

friend of our country and an “agent” of French culture 

dissemination in South Africa.   
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It is indeed thanks to Darryl’s dedication that the “Home 

Movie Factory” by French filmmaker Michel Gondry was 

one of the season highlights. Hosted at the Museum of 

African Design, in Johannesburg, this participative 

exhibition allowed school students and the general public 

to experience the thrill of creating their own movie. The 

objective was to make the world of film-making accessible 

to all.  

In 2013, for the South African season in France, Darryl Els 

guided the French festival programmers who came to South 

Africa to prepare their South African film selection. In 2014 

and 2015, he was the programmer of the European Film 

Festival in South Africa, working closely with IFAS, in 

charge of the festival organisation. Finally , it was with 

Darryl that we engaged to initiate, just last month, in 

partnership with Alliance Française and IFAS, a French and 

francophone film monthly programme, “Le Movie Club” at 

the Bioscope, a new platform for French cinema and 

culture. 

Monsieur Darryl Els, on behalf of the Government of the 

Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested in 

me, I have the honor and pleasure, by decree of the 

Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 
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the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de 

vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

 

(D. Els acceptance remarks) 

 

3. Mr George Hallet  

Dear George, we want to thank you for your contribution to 

the cooperation between South Africa and France.  

George Hallett has often been described as a humanist 

photographer. His photography career started in the 

streets of his hometown, Cape Town where James Matthew 

had encouraged him to document District Six, just before 

its evacuation and destruction; these photos are now a 

legacy to the next generation, and powerful beyond words. 

We can add he is also a traveler and a man of many lives, 

having crisscrossed Europe and the United States for 

decades, working as a journalist, a photography teacher, a 

farmer, a book cover designer, a documentary filmmaker 

and of course, a photographer. His first exhibition was 

actually held in Paris, in 1971 along with South African 

artists Gerard Sekoto and Louis Maurice. 

He returned to South Africa in 1994 to photograph the first 

Democratic Elections, and was then appointed official 

photographer for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
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in 1997. He used art as a means of expressing resistance 

but also, when the time came, as a means of healing for the 

country. 

During the France-South Africa seasons, the Iziko Museum 

showcased some of his works, alongside those of Peter 

Clarke and Gerard Sekoto. The exhibition then travelled to 

the Cité Internationale des Arts the following year. It seems 

a lot of things related to George Hallett are about 

exchanges between Europe and South Africa, and thus 

showing the new, vibrant face of South Africa. 

Monsieur George Hallett, on behalf of the Government of 

the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested 

in me, I have the honour and pleasure, by decree of the 

Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 

the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de 

vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

(George Hallett acceptance remarks) 

 

4. Mr Ismail Mahomed  

Dear Ismail,  

We want to salute your work, your vision and your trust. 

Thanks to you, arts and culture exchanges have reached 

new heights between South Africa and France.  
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For the past twenty five years, Ismail Mahomed has been a 

driving force in the performing arts in South Africa. Soon 

after the first democratic elections in South Africa, he was 

appointed to the position of Director of the Witbank Civic 

Theatre in Mpumalanga, before becoming the Senior 

Cultural Specialist at the U.S. Consulate in Johannesburg 

where his work was already recognized and celebrated. 

Since 2008, he has of course been the Artistic Director at 

the National Arts Festival. The bond between the National 

Arts Festival and the French cooperation in South Africa 

has been a long lasting and special one, and these ties 

have only strengthened since Ismail arrived. During the 

France-South Africa Seasons, the Festival hosted 11 

productions showcasing the diversity of the performing 

arts. This year, we will be celebrating the 20 years of 

French presence at the Festival, quite a feat! 

He is regularly invited to France by performing arts 

companies and artists to work with them before they come 

to South Africa. He holds several positions on the boards 

of arts and education projects where he readily shares his 

wisdom and experience, and we are delighted to count him 

as a friend and counsel. 
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Thank you, dear Ismail, for this truly meaningful 

collaboration; and here’s to 20 more years of French 

presence at the National Arts Festival ! 

Monsieur Ismael Mahomed, on behalf of the Government of 

the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested 

in me, I have the honour and pleasure, by decree of the 

Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 

the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de 

vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

(Ismael Mahomed acceptance remarks) 

 

5. Ms Frances Murrey  

Chère Frankie,  

We want to thank you for your outstanding contribution to 

the cooperation between South Africa and France in the 

cultural and education spheres.  

Frankie Murrey has worked in the book trade for a number 

of years and has been involved in Open Book Cape Town  

since its inception. She coordinated the festival and works 

closely with the curators of Poetica and Comics Fest. She 

is heavily involved in mentoring programs and events at 

schools and public libraries throughout the year. During 

the French South Africa Seasons of 2012 and 2013, she 
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worked closely with the French Institute of South Africa 

and the Etonnants Voyageurs festival in France (St Malo) to 

create an exciting program that featured significant 

Francophone and South African voices in both countries. 

I wish to pay tribute here to the remarkable work she is 

leading alongside her Director Mr Mervyn Sloman, and to 

her commitment to share our authors and, I believe, our 

common values on the importance of disseminating and 

promoting contemporary creation for all audiences.   

Madame Frances Murrey, on behalf of the Government of 

the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested 

in me, I have the honour and pleasure, by decree of the 

Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 

the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de 

vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

(Frances Murray acceptance remarks) 

 

6. Mr Riason Naidoo 

Dear Riason, we want to thank you for your outstanding 

contribution to the cooperation between South Africa and 

France in the cultural spheres.  

Riason Naidoo knows the art world from all angles and 

points of view, which gives him a unique perspective.  
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As an artist, first of all: his paintings can be found in the 

Pretoria Art Museum, at the University of KwaZulu Natal 

and at the Durban Art Gallery. As an administrator of 

course: he was the Director of the Iziko South African 

National Gallery for five years. He has also written books 

and co-directed documentaries, and even found the time to 

drive artistic projects at our very own French Institute of 

South Africa in Johannesburg. He has taught at the 

University of Witwatersrand and headed the art education 

department at the Durban Art Gallery. 

Today we particularly salute the curator, who has produced 

high quality exhibitions, often around the themes of 

identity and memory. He curated the exhibition “1910-2010: 

From Pierneef to Gugulective” which was talked about 

throughout the world. He then co-curated the tenth edition 

of Dak’art Biennale in Senegal.  

And in 2013 he co-curated A Portrait of South Africa: 

George Hallet, Peter Clarke & Gerard Sekoto at the Cité 

Internationale des Arts, Paris as part of the South African 

Season in France. During the Seasons, he also welcomed 

the exhibition “Rendez vous” at Iziko Gallery.  

Thank you, dear Riason, for your thought-provoking work 

in showcasing the best of South African and French art, 

building new bridges between our countries. 



15 
 

Monsieur Riason Naidoo, on behalf of the Government of 

the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested 

in me, I have the honor and pleasure, by decree of the 

Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 

the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de 

vous faire Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

 

(Riason Naidoo acceptance remarks) 

 

And now, ladies and gentlemen, que la Fête commence !  

 

 

 

 


