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Réception “Ouverture du Parlemen” 

17 février 2015 à 18h 

Granger Bay Hotel School Restaurant 

 

 

Ministers, Members of Parliament, Members of the WC government and 

legislature, of the city of Cape Town, DGs, dear colleagues 

Ambassadors and Consuls, dear Dean.. 

 

It is not in Newlands, with the Mountain in the background, that I am 

welcoming you tonight, but in Granger Bay, facing the sea. In CPUT 

premises, and am happy that part of the food this evening results from a 

cooperation between the Embassy and the Hotel School. By the way, an 

agreement has recently been signed between the CPUT Hotel School 

and the famous French Cooking School Ferrandi.  

You/we have been listening to numerous speeches over the last few 

days, some more eventful than others, so I don’t want to add one more… 

I’ll will just acknowledge the presence of a few of our guests tonight. 



2 

 

With us, tonight, we have a group of French business executives who 

came all the way from Gauteng where most of them are based , who will 

be glad to interact with their Cape counterparts. The Chairman of this 

group is Christian de Closieres, TOTAL SA CEO. I also recognize the 

Chairman of the Franco-SA Chamber of Commerce, Philippe Geromont, 

who happens to be a citizen of the Mother City. 

France economic presence in SA is important (more than 320 

companies) and quite varied. Let me mention the last success stories :  

- the partnership recently concluded between the French group 

Evolution (animal genetics and selection) and the South African 

Taurus. Those of you who own cattle know what I am talking about. 

- The very recent inauguration of Schneider Electric new site in 

Johannesburg. The French CEO came on this occasion, and you 

may have read his very upbeat views on Africa’s, and SA’s, future. 

And if you want to invest in France, come and talk to the French Team : 

Business France (formerly UbiFrance), and the regional economic 

services are here to answer your questions, and tell you all the good 

reasons why you should seriously consider investing in France, the 

second largest economy in the EU and the its 2d largest market. 

We are expecting a visit by our Minister for external trade, for a joint 

commission which could take place in Cape Town. Let me also tell you 
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that Hon Min Zokwana, Min of agriculture, forestries and fisheries, will 

visit Paris in a couple of days, to attend the Agriculture exhibition Show; 

There will actually be a very strong SA presence at this show, as well as 

at another parallel exhibition of Agriculture equipments. 

Among us tonight we also have some of our partners in the Cultural 

sphere. We are presently working with DAC on a new cultural 

agreement. Among the new areas of cooperation, we hope to include 

cooperation on the cultural industries : cinema and animation are areas 

where we already work together. 

This year we will mark the 20th anniversary of IFAS. And we will also 

celebrate, next month, the 20th anniversary of the presence of the French 

Development Agency / AFD in SA.  

We have with us scholars and researchers: a special mention of FSATI 

(based at CPUT) and ICEMASA, at UCT, beautiful examples of our 

cooperation. There are also collaborations going on between research 

teams in UWC, Stellenbosch, and French Universities. 

Since we have teachers of French with us tonight, let me also mention 

the series of Forums we will hold in April (CT, Durban, Joburg) to 

promote the teaching of French in SA, as a door opener to employment 

for the SA youth. 
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Which leads me to mention Alliance Française in Cape Town, where 

there are many activities (on top of learning French). There is one, 

upcoming, which I particularly recommend: it is a powerful photo 

exhibition, “Women in resistance”, which will open on International 

Women’s day (9 march). 

It is also with Alliance Française, in Mitchells Plain, that I have spent a 

wonderful morning last week, planting trees with pupils of, among others, 

Spine Road college (where, by the way, they do learn French !) together 

with an NGO, GreenPop, which is doing excellent work in making the 

youth aware of the necessity to preserve our Planet. 

And this reminds me of the role youth and local authorities will have to 

play to ensure the success of the COP 21, the huge UN Climate 

conference which will take place in Paris at the end of this year. The 

stakes are very high, we all want this Conference to be a success and 

reach a substantive legally binding agreement to put a stop to the global 

warming.  We are keen to work with our SA friends, who hosted the 

Durban COP 17 in 2012, to reach this ambitious goal. We will be 

regularly updating our Website, and going on social media, to keep you 

informed of the preparation of this global event. 

One last word before you start sipping some real Champagne: French 

Gastronomy! There will be a special event in March in the tradition of the 
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French traditional meal (which has been put on the UNESCO list of 

cultural heritage). Goût de France/Good France  celebrates French 

gastronomy in various locations worldwide on March 19, 2015 . Over 

1400 chefs on all five continents (7 in SA) join the event on the eve of 

spring. Dinners served simultaneously in participating restaurants will 

honor the merits of French cuisine, its capacity for innovation, and its 

values: sharing, enjoying, and respecting the principles of high-quality, 

environmentally responsible cuisine. 

Gastronomy is part of the Tourists’ experience when they come to 

France (83 foreign visitors came to France in 2013…but we want to 

attract more South Africans). That is why, for SA tourists as well as 

businessmen we have put in place the 48h visa delivery. So…bienvenue 

en France! And do not forget you can visit Reunion Island without a visa. 

 


