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Réception en l’honneur de Mme Lucinda Evans 

Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur 

Mardi 8 mars à 18h30 

 

 

 

Ms Lucinda Evans, 

Honorable guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

It is a great honour and an immense pleasure to welcome you 

tonight to the Alliance Française in Cape Town. 

It is indeed a great pleasure to praise Lucinda Evan’s work on 

International Woman day that celebrates the social, economic, 

cultural and political achievement of women. 

Lucinda is a tireless militant that has always support the 

recognition of women’s rights agenda. She is one of the few 

beacons to show us that urgent and collective action is needed to 

fight the pervasive violence against women and children and attain 

gender parity. Progress has to be accelerated as the respect of 

human rights has slowed down in many places across the world.   
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The World Economic Forum predicted in 2014 that it would take 

until 2095 to achieve global gender parity. Then one year later in 

2015, they estimated that a slowdown in the already glacial pace of 

progress meant the gender gap wouldn't close entirely until 2133. 

117 years to attain gender parity? 

This is why your journey, Lucinda, the path that you took along 

these years is significant and so inspiring for all of us. We need to 

work without a break to fight against violence, for more education, 

to serve the most vulnerable and the most striking by social 

disease. 

We are here tonight to bestow on you the medal of the “Chevalier 

de la Légion d’Honneur “. Please allow me to remind you briefly of 

the origins and meaning of the French distinction. 

After the Revolution and the abolition of all orders of chivalry and 

nobility, it was the wish of Napoleon Bonaparte to create a reward 

to commend civilians and soldiers for "eminent merit" in military or 

civil life. 

During the second half of the 19th century, several merit orders 

were created in specialised domains. Later, the then French 

President, General de Gaulle, decided, in order to replace the large 

number of Orders previously awarded by the ministries, to create 

the “Ordre de la Légion d’Honneur” 

The “Ordre de la Légion d’Honneur” celebrates, the efforts 

accomplished by distinguished individuals, irrespective of sex, 

social background and nationality. 

http://reports.weforum.org/global-gender-gap-report-2014/
http://reports.weforum.org/global-gender-gap-report-2015/
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By awarding you today with this distinction, dear Lucinda, France 

wishes to acknowledge the role you play in serving your community 

through your involvement in human rights.  

In accordance with tradition and even though I am well aware that 

the story of your life is familiar to all our guests, allow me to recall 

some of your personal and professional accomplishments. 

Lucinda Evans you are one of the most prominent actors when it 

comes to citizen engagement in the Cape and in South Africa as a 

whole. You direct the non-profit organisation Philisa Abafazi Bethu, 

whose mission is the support and counselling of young women 

who are victims of sexual abuse. Lucinda Evans you are making 

many lives less violent and more secure. In constant liaison with 

the police services and the Cape communities, you became the face 

for advocacy in the struggle against violence. 

Lucinda, you have been always a militant: As the Vice-President of 

the Student Representative Council at the College of Cape Town 

and since even before the end of Apartheid you began what would 

become an impressive experience in grounded social work. Your 

career and the responsibilities brought with it have led your to work 

in five of the nine South African provinces, engaging directly with 

local communities and bringing to bear deep knowledge in terms of 

prevention, information, counselling and management for those 

fragilised by violence. 

Your objective is to redress what is for you, one of the greatest 

injustices of the racial politics of Apartheid… the destruction of the 

ties of confidence, critical reflection and will in black and coloured 

communities. It is these ties that you work to recreate. 
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In 2008, particularly, you were at the head of a multi-platform 

operation that mobilised huge resources to fight against gender 

violence in the Cape townships. Hundreds of women were aided, 

counselled, some re-lodged. The strategies of prevention and re-

education targeting the infamous ‘numbers’ gangs touched a large 

segment of the population. 

Philisa Abafazi Bethu has built on these successes and has grown 

in reach. It now receives volunteers from France, Germany and 

Denmark. Segolene Royal visited the organisation in her 2012 visit 

to the Cape. 

Philisa Abafazi Bethu continues to focus on questions of public 

health. One of the most successful branches of its activity has been 

in the prevention, diffusion of information and reduction of the 

transmission risks linked to Sexual Transmission Diseases.  

Unobtrusive, modest, grounded, mother of two children, your work 

at a community level has impacted the national level. 

So, for your commitment to your combat against violence, for 

education, always in the service of women and men of this country, 

for your loyalty to these values, and on behalf of the President of 

the French Republic, I shall now present you, dear Lucinda Evans, 

with the medal of “Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur” 


