
1 

 

International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and 

Biphobia (IDAHOT) 

17 May 2016 Alliance Française of Pretoria 

 

 

Honourable guests,  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It is a great honour and an immense pleasure to 

welcome you to the Alliance Française of Pretoria this 

evening as we commemorate the Day Against 

Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia. 

 

I am particularly delighted to see South African civil 

organizations from Pretoria which took the lead in 

organising a series of events tonight and the 21
st

 of May 

with the support of the Alliance Francaise, the High 

Commission of Canada and the Embassy of France.  
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I would like to thank our partners: Out Well-being, the 

University of Pretoria and especially the Centre for 

Sexualities AIDS and Gender as well as the Department of 

Visual Arts which have joined their forces to mark this 

important event. 

 

I think these synergies are essential to support the 

fight against criminalization of LGTBI people, to increase 

understanding of sexual orientation and gender and to 

promote their human rights and well-being.  

 

On the occasion of IDAHOT, I want to reaffirm France’s 

commitment to the principle of the universality of human 

rights, to equality and non-discrimination for all, 

irrespective of race, gender, sexual orientation, or belief.  

 

As you know, France is working towards the 

decriminalization of homosexuality both in international 

fora such as United Nations and in the field. 
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In South Africa which has been at the forefront of the 

fight against LGBTI discrimination since 1996, when it 

became the first country in the world to protect sexual 

orientation as a human right in its Constitution, LGBTI 

people continue to face discrimination and extreme 

violence on a daily basis 

 

France supports LGTBI organizations through its Civil 

Society Development Fund and through events, such as 

tonight, in its network of Alliance Française 

 

Today 17
th

 of May 2016, marks the 11
th

 IDAHOT. This 

specific date commemorates the World Health 

Organisation’s revised version of the International 

Classification of Diseases manual, in which Homosexuality 

was no longer considered a mental disease. 

 

The assumption that same-sex attraction and gender 

expression are mental illnesses remains one of the main 

underlying drivers of social stigmatization and undermines 

the full realization of human rights and LGTBI well-being. It 

causes LGTBI persons to be at a heightened risk of 

psychological distress. 
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Please let me mention the recent call for an urgent end 

to the pathologisation of sexual orientation and gender 

identity by a group of United Nations and International 

Human Rights Experts (the African Commission, the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights and UN human 

rights experts).  

 

South African advocate and Chairperson of the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Pansy Tlakula 

said during the launch of the report of the 58th Ordinary 

Session in the Gambia: “Violence and other human rights 

violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity 

constitute universal challenges that require concerted 

responses by national, regional and UN human rights 

institutions”. 

 

Let me add that combating discrimination in all areas 

takes legislative, educative measures and the promotion of 

a culture of equality required to allow all LGTBI people to 

live their life fully, with dignity and respect. 
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I would like to say thank you again to all the artists, 

speakers, activists and institutions for the organisation of 

this event. This is an exciting programme that will provide 

us with a better understanding of the reality facing LGTBI 

persons. 

 

Let me wish you a tremendous evening and encourage 

you to continue advocating for the advancement of the 

rights of LGTBI persons in South Africa and in the world. 


