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Climate Diplomacy Day 

UNISA, 17 june 2015 

 

Dear Friends, (formules protocolaires ou all protocol 

observed) 

 

As a European, and as a French diplomat, it is a great 

pleasure for me to welcome you all to this climate 

diplomacy day, at a critical time in a critical year. Indeed, 

we have less than 200 days to go until the COP21 in Paris. 

As you all know, this conference will define a new 

international framework of action in the fight against 

climate change.  

 

But our common mission actually goes further than that: 

climate change is not an isolated issue, which can be 

addressed on its own. It is a social issue, an economic 

issue, a societal issue; we will not win the battle for 

development and for eliminating poverty without winning 

the battle against climate change; this is also why it is so 

important to reach an agreement in Paris; because the 

result will affect the way we live in the 21
st

 Century. 
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France, as the future president of the COP, is facing up to 

its responsibility with a determination to succeed and a 

commitment at the highest level of government. The whole 

diplomatic network is working actively to this end, on a 

daily basis.  

 

One of our missions, as the Presidency, will be to listen to 

our friends, our colleagues, our partners; we are working 

with all countries, transparently, to set out a collective 

ambition, address the expectations of all countries, 

particularly the most vulnerable, and reach the 

compromises that will enable us to achieve a consensus in 

Paris. All countries want to achieve a universal agreement 

in December 2015, but in order to do that, we need to work 

together.  

 

This agreement must be universal and legally binding; it 

must be ambitious and it must enable us to limit the 

temperature rise to less than 1,5 or 2°. In order to make 

sure we are on the right track, all countries will submit their 

National Contributions before the COP.  

 

But that is not all. That is not enough. Indeed, climate 

change affects us all, but it doesn’t always affect us in the 

same way.  
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The effects might not be the same in America, in Europe or 

in Africa. Therefore, this agreement must reflect this 

diversity. It must be balanced, between mitigation and 

adaptation, in order to take into account the different 

realities of climate change. And it should also reflect the 

needs of certain countries such as the least developed 

countries.  

 

Additionally, of course, the financial aspect will be key, in 

order to support developing countries and to enable the 

transition to resilient, low-carbon economies to be funded 

before and after 2020; no countries should be left behind.  

 

On all these topics, the expertise of civil society and non-

state actors is vital to the success of the COP. All 

stakeholders are involved in this process, because in order 

to build a true universal and legitimate framework, we need 

to take into account the variety of opinions and priorities.  

 

And most of all, we need to do it together. We need to 

share our experiences, our expectations, our concerns; we 

need to work together, to discuss together, to listen to each 

other. This is why events like this one are so important; 

because it gives us an opportunity to exchange our views, 

in order to build a common future. 

 

I thank you very much.    


