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MOT D’ACCUEIL POUR COCKTAIL DIFF 2015 

ELANGENI -21 JUILLET 2015 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Representatives of the Kwazulu-Natal province and film commission, 

Representatives of the eThekwini Municipality, in particular Counsellor Loggie Naidoo, speaker,  

Dear friends from the Durban International Film Festival, 

Dear guests from France, 

 

Bonsoir et bienvenue à tous, 

Good evening and welcome to the DIFF French cocktail, 

 

The reception we’re having tonight is one of these occasions where I really enjoy myself but, at the same 

time, where all my skills as a diplomat are required ! We have indeed so many important guests that you 

don’t know where to start and whom to mention first. 

 

As a matter of fact, this year at DIFF, we are really spoilt for choice and we are lucky enough to have an 

exceptional line-up of French films, guests and initiatives. 

 

Allow me first to welcome and thank French star director Jean-Jacques Annaud for being here with us 

tonight and for traveling all the way from China to participate to DIFF. Monsieur Annaud, merci d’être parmi 

nous et bienvenue. This is an honor and a privilege to have you here = applaudissements.  

 

As you know, Jean-Jacques Annaud last film, Wolf Totem (Le dernier loup en français) is premiered at DIFF 

and will be screened tonight, at 8pm, after this cocktail, in his presence. The film will be released in cinemas 

nationwide in South Africa, later this year, by Videovision Entertainment, who is hosting Jean-Jacques 

Annaud in Durban. So a big thank you to them and to Sanjeev Singh in particular. This was made possible 

also by UniFrance, the agency promoting French films overseas.  

 

Jean Jacques Annaud is an Academy Award Winner and an international star director. Among other films, he 

directed Quest for Fire, Seven Years in Tibet, The Name of the Rose and The Bear.  
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He has worked with many stars like Brad Pitt, Sean Connery and Jude Law. His last film, Wolf Totem, is a 

beautiful adaptation of a Chinese best-seller. It was produced in China and shot in the magnificent landscape 

of Inner Mongolia, featuring the unexpected relationship between a man and a wolf, in line with previous 

films from Jean Jacques Annaud featuring wild animals.  

 

Wolf Totem has received wide critical acclaim and achieved box office success, in China, France and 

internationally. Jean-Jacques Annaud is one of these French filmmakers whose talent and success know no 

border. So we are really privileged and proud to have him with us tonight. 

  

We were lucky to have other French directors present at DIFF this year, including Euzhan Palcy, who 

presented her film “A dry white season”, produced in the USA during apartheid in the 80’s, and adapted 

from Andre Brink’s novel. Unfortunately, Euzhan Palcy has left already, back to France, but we have another 

French director present with us tonight: please welcome Boris Lojkine, the Director of the film Hope, which 

will also be screened tonight. A big thank you to him for being here, after a very long trip from France, via 

Cameroon.  

 

The screening of this film is part of a traveling programme of La Semaine de la Critique (Critics’ Week), which 

is the Cannes Film Festival section dedicated to new talents. Five films are screened at DIFF as part of this 

selection –3 of them being French, with additional screenings scheduled in Johannesburg and Cape Town, at 

the end of the month. 

 

This programme is organised by Elias Ribeiro, from Urucu Media productions, and supported by the French 

Institute of South Africa. It is part of a broader initiative to promote unique voices and innovative talents, 

through a screenwriter’s residency launched in 2016. 

 

Another prestigious Cannes Film Festival section present at DIFF this year, with our support, is La Quinzaine 

des Réalisateurs, The Director’s Fortnight, represented tonight par Camille Chevalier, deputy general-

secretary of La Quinzaine. A warm welcome and thank you to her.  

 

For some years now, the Director’s Fortnight has been supporting a programme for emerging international 

new talents, called the Factory, initiated by French producer Dominique Welinski, present also tonight.  
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This programme allows young international directors to meet and create together, with the unique 

opportunity to screen in Cannes the films collectively produced, as part of the Directors’s Fortnight. 

 

This year, the Cannes SA Film Factory, organised by Dominique Welinski and Jeremy Nathan, with South 

African production company Zidaka, will provide an opportunity for 4 South African directors and 4 

international directors to produce 4 short films here in Durban. These films will be showcased next year in 

Cannes, which represents an incredible showcase opportunity on the international scene for these young 

talents, and for South African cinema in general.  

 

The first workshop starts tomorrow and we have the pleasure to have with us all the directors present here 

tonight. So congratulations to the 4 South African participants –including 3 women-, who have just been 

selected and officially presented to the media. And a big round of applause to them, the other directors and 

to the whole Factory team. 

In line with the same idea of supporting young talents and providing capacity building, we are very proud 

also to partner with the Durban Film Mart and Produire au Sud programme of the 3 Continents festival, in 

Nantes, France. A special thank you to Emmanuelle Jacq, representing Produire au Sud tonight, and to Toni 

Monty, in charge of DFM. This is a long term partnership we have at heart and which is part of the twin-city 

relationship between Durban and Nantes. Congratulations to the winning project : Inkabi, the Hit Man by 

Normaan Maake and Peter Phorsky, who are with us tonight.  

 

For the third consecutive year, Produire au Sud has brought to DFM 3 international experts, who have 

mentored the selected film projects and conducted masterclasses for film industry delegates. Like last year, a 

DFM South African project has been selected to go to Nantes next November and participate in the Produire 

au Sud workshop as part of the 3 Continents festival, together with other international projects.  

 

Last but not least or, as we say, in French, “j’ai gardé le meilleur pour la fin”, and I’d like to give special 

mention to the Reunion Island delegation we have here this year in Durban. 6 producers of this French 

territory in the Indian Ocean were brought and accompanied by Alain Randrésy, from Reunion film agency.   

A big thank you to him and a warm welcome to the producers present.  

 

Reunion Island is just 4 hours away from South Africa by plane and South Africans need no visa to go there. It 

is a major production center in the Indian Ocean region, which is willing to work more with South Africa. A 

“coproducing with Reunion Island” workshop was organised as part of DFM, and a South African production 
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has already benefited from a financial support of 100, 000 euros to be shot partly in Reunion. And I know 

more are to come. So don’t wait, book your tickets! 

 

In the meantime, for those staying in Durban until the end of the festival, enjoy the movies and the French 

ones in particular. More than 15 French films or coproductions are programmed, thanks to Pedro Pimenta, 

the new festival director, whom I want to thank for this.  

 

On behalf of the French Embassy team, Frédéric, Alizée, Lali, have a great evening and a great DIFF, for those 

who are lucky enough to stay longer. 

 

Thank you. 

 


