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‘’Spirit’s Response’’ 

Mongezi NCAPHAYI 

ABSA L’Atelier Gerard Sekoto Award 

Saturday 17th September 2016 – 14 h 30 for 15 h 00 

Alliance Française Pretoria 

 

 

Mongezi Ncaphayi, 

President of the AF Pretoria Jean-Jacques Cornish and Members of 

the Committee, 

Anton Loubser, member of the Association of Arts Pretoria and 

past-President of the Alliance Française, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 

I am delighted to open this exhibition of the 2013 Gerard Sekoto 

Award winner, Mongezi Ncaphayi at the Alliance Française. 

 

Thank you all for coming to this exceptional exhibition, and joining 

us this afternoon, especially those of you representing institutions 

like the Pretoria Art Museum, UNISA Art Gallery, University of 

Pretoria, the Association of Arts and other galleries. 
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Please excuse Paul Bayliss, Art and Museum Curator at Absa, 

sponsors to the Absa l’Atelier Gerard Sekoto Award, who was 

unable to join us today. We thank him for his precious support. 

 

I would like to remind you that the Gerard Sekoto Award is 

sponsored by Absa, SANAVA (South African National Association 

for the Visual Arts), the French Embassy of South Africa, IFAS, and 

the Alliance Française network since its creation in 2004. 

 

This initiative started in Pretoria between Alliance Française and the 

French Institute. Thank you to Anton Loubser, the President at the 

time, for his involvement in the project, and who will make a 

presentation of the artist that we honour in a few minutes. 

 

ABSA L’Atelier is the most prestigious art competition in South 

Africa which is held annually. This award pays homage to both 

established and emerging young local artists and their compelling 

artistic vision. 
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This prize awards the artists with R60 000 per year, including a stay 

for three months in Paris at the “Cité Internationale des Arts”, with a 

return ticket, a monthly allowance and a support for the tour of the 

exhibition in South Africa. 

 

Of course, it is for you that we are here today, Mongezi Ncaphayi, to 

pay tribute to the magnificent works of art that carry such powerful 

messages and displays symbolic aspects that sweeps us away. This 

exhibition is an invitation to dialogue, guided by an instinct freely 

expressed, it is the meeting of two creative processes, paying 

homage to visual and musical art. 

 

It did not come as a surprise when you were chosen for the Gerard 

Sekoto Award in 2013. It is in that framework that the works of art 

have been touring South Africa throughout the Alliance Française 

network. 
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By your friendly and spirited presence at this event, you are 

showing your commitment to painting, art, and more generally to 

that of culture in Pretoria. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I will not hold you back any further from your 

desire to discover the works exhibited here today. 

 

All of you are driven by the same passion, the same curiosity, that of 

art. 

 

Anton, I will now give you the floor for a few words. 

 

Thank you all. 

 


