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Opening of French section in the Mondeor High School Library 

Her Excellency Ms. Elisabeth Barbier, 

Ambassador of France to South Africa 

Mondeor High School, Johannesburg South, 21 September 2015 

 

 

Mrs Nicolaou, Principal of Mondeor High School, 

Mrs Heather Chapman, Deputy Principal and French Teacher at 

Mondeor High School, 

Mr Arnaud Legrand, Chief Executive Officer at Bombela 

Operating Company and Representative of La Fondation RATP, 

Colleagues from the French Embassy and the French Institute of 

South Africa, 

Dear learners of Mondeor High School, 

 

Thank you for this warm welcome in your school, “the school 

that cares”. Just like you, we, at the French Embassy in South 

Africa as well as partners acting in the field of cooperation “are 

at all times prepared to take up the challenges of the future”. 

This is why it is always a pleasure for me to address this 

country’s next generation.  
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We are gathered here today to officially open the French section 

of your library. By providing you with more novels, short stories, 

dictionaries, encyclopaedias, comics, magazines, and a variety 

of other reading material, we are happy to promote a renewed 

pleasure of reading, contribute to new discoveries and to 

reinforce the autonomous approach that each and every one of 

you has towards learning. All the books are in French… some 

are more difficult than others but the choice is yours.  Just keep 

in mind that language is == not a barrier == but, given the 

chance, language is a bridge, a road, a train to a new destination, 

a new culture, something exciting and mysterious .  

By this analogy with the field of transport, I wish to thank the 

Fondation RATP, the French public transport operator and 

infrastructure agency, one of the largest urban transport 

operators in the world. France is a proud partner of South Africa. 

The RATP, in partnership with the South African based Bombela 

Consortium, helped make the Gautrain dream come true. As part 

of its project called “trajet d’avenir” or “future journey”, the 

foundation RATP is the main sponsor of a donation of more than 

4000 books to more than 40 schools in the Gauteng Province. 

This will benefit the approximately 9000 students currently 

learning French in these schools. This may seem a lot, but, given 

the vast number of students in South Africa and the will and 

need of your country to open up to Francophone Africa, there is 
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still a big margin for growth. And you are actually at the 

forefront, you are the “avant-garde” ! 

It takes unique people to do extraordinary things, so my heartfelt 

gratitude goes to Mrs Dominique Pace, Director of the Fondation 

Biblionef, thanks to whom so many children (and adults) around 

the world, have had access to the book, the word, the idea, the 

image, the vision that changed their lives. These are new books 

for renewed readers and renewed beings. Just like these 

cardboard boxes loaded with books, some things cannot only be 

quantified in tons or measured in thousands of cubic meters, 

they are simply invaluable.  A huge thank you to Biblionef. 

This project would not have been possible either without our 

local driving force, the Cooperation for French and book offices 

of the French Institute of South Africa. 

To conclude, I would also like to thank warmly your French 

teachers Mrs Chapman and Mrs Mpemba for their dedicated 

work without which I would not be standing before you today. 

Please give them a big round of applause. 

Merci beaucoup !  


