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Director General of the DPSA, Mr Mashwahle Diphofa,  

Director of the National School of Government, Prof. Richard Levin, 

Dear colleagues, guests and friends,  

First, I would like to thank you all for being here tonight, at the French 

Residence, to celebrate this on-going international exchange seminar 

dedicated to human resource management and development in the public 

sector and administration.  

 

I was informed you all had two intensive and productive days of work since 

yesterday morning. I hope this seminar will lead to beneficial interactions and 

a better understanding of our respective experiences of public administration, 

in South Africa, France and Germany. I would like to thank again our friends 

from the German Cooperation for having taken the initiative of this seminar 

and associating France.   

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome again our two French 

delegates, who came from Paris to promote the “French model” of public 

service and administration:  
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- Mr David CORBE-CHALON, Senior project manager at the “DGAFP”, the 

French DPSA, that you know very well now,   

- and Mr Matthieu LECLERC, Head of the Africa/Middle East Department 

at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration.  

 

The French civil service is renown worldwide for its complexity (and maybe its 

cost!) but also for the commitment of French civil servants to general interest, 

their sense of public service or their independence from political changes. At 

the same time, as our French delegates explained to you, our system has been 

subject to important reforms, especially in the HR and training sectors, to 

make the public sector more effective, efficient, open to diversity, 

professional and decentralized.  

So I am sure there is a lot to share between France and South Africa in these 

fields, on a reciprocal basis and possibly with a regional perspective, and I 

hope that new areas of collaboration with the DPSA and the NSG will emerge 

in the future. So I wish you all the best for the final step of the seminar 

tomorrow morning. And we look forward to the signature of the agreement 

between ENA and the NSG on Thursday. 
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Finally, I would like also to seize this opportunity to recall another on-going 

cooperation we have with the DPSA on, what we call, the Open Government 

Partnership. OGP is a multilateral initiative that brings together 70 countries 

on critical issues such as government transparency, citizen participation or e-

administration. It is considered as the “CoP21 of democracy”.  

 

In 2016, South Africa chaired very actively the OGP through Vice-Minister 

Ayanda Dlodlo of DPSA. The handover to France took place in New York during 

UNGA last week in presence of President Jacob Zuma and François Hollande. 

The next summit on OGP will be organized in Paris on 7-9 December and we 

expect the presence of President Jacob Zuma for the opening. I would like to 

congratulate Deputy-Minister Dlodlo and the DPSA for your brilliant 

leadership on the OGP and we look forward to working closely with you in 

view of the Paris summit.  

 

I would like now to give the floor to the DG of DPSA.  

 

Thank you very much and have a nice evening.  


