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Discours de l’Ambassadrice pour la matinée 

« Skills development : a French offer » 

 

06/10/15, Fairway Hotel, 10:00-13 :30 

 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Ladies and Gentlemen (all protocol observed) 

 

Due to the presence of South African friends and 

colleagues, I will do my opening speech in English… 

But first of all, let me thank you all for attending this 

presentation organized by the External Trade Advisors in 

South Africa, the French Trade Commission Business 

France office and the Cooperation & Cultural Department of 

the French Embassy in South Africa. We will have this 

morning two panels of discussion. 

The first panel is about the “French International Internship 

Program”, or in French “V.I.E.”. This program allows 

French companies to benefit from skilled and qualified 

young people from Europe to support their international 

development.  
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These VIEs can be assigned to a subsidiary, a branch, a 

representative office or even be posted with the 

commercial partner of a French company overseas. 

Furthermore, the French South African Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry can help by providing office space 

and a friendly working environment to assist VIEs in 

fulfilling their missions. The host companies remain fully 

responsible for the choice of voluntaries’ missions. Thus, 

they can accomplish any type of mission like logistics, 

sales, marketing, audit, finance, human resources, and 

transferring their skills to SA colleagues. In South Africa, 

73 V.I.E.s are currently working for 50 French companies. 

These figures are positive but we can do better, if we take 

into account the 350 French subsidiaries operating today in 

South Africa. 

I would like to highlight that, by hiring a V.I.E., French 

companies contribute to the creation of a new generation 

of young professionals, French and South African, trained 

to think and work in a global market. The French Trade 

Commission Business France manages this program and 

Laura Laguierce will tell you more about it in a few 

minutes… 
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The second panel is about the French offer for training of 

young South African graduates, in order to give you a 

broader picture of what the French diplomatic network in 

South Africa can offer in terms of skills development. Since 

1995, support to Human capacity development has 

constantly been one of the top priorities of the French 

Cooperation in South Africa, as this is also a top priority 

for the South African Government.  

Basically, the French’s large-scale support to training in 

South Africa can be divided into two categories. The first 

one is about our ambitious programme of scholarships to 

South African students, professionals or researchers who 

wish to study and be trained in France. The second kind of 

support is related to higher education programmes which 

are implemented in various South African universities, in 

partnership with French companies or French universities.  

Mr Frank Marchetti, Head of Cooperation at the embassy, 

will tell you more about these programmes later this 

morning.  [I would just like to recall that France is the 

world's third largest host country for foreign graduates, 

after the US and the UK, and the first host country for all 

African graduates. The challenge is to make these major 

opportunities also available to the South African graduates 

and not only to the French speaking ones].  
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With these few remarks, let me wish you very fruitful 

discussions.  


