
1 
 

Réception en l’honneur de Khwezi Gule 

Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres 

13 Octobre 2016 

 

Dear M. Gule, it is an honor to bestow upon you the distinction of Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et 

des Lettres. We honour your work and the constant link you operate between a difficult past that 

must not be forgotten, and a future that must be questioned in order to be built stronger.  

Khwezi Gule is an unmistakable figure today in the world of museums in South Africa.  

After he grew up in Durban and Pietermaritzburg he studied at Durban University of Technology and 

Wits. He is most known for his next two positions: from 2004 to 2010 he was the Curator for 

Contemporary Collections at the Johannesburg Art Gallery and today of course he is the Chief 

Curator of Hector Pieterson Memorial and Museum which includes the Kliptown Open Air Museum.  

The exhibitions he curated at the Johannesburg Art Gallery celebrated contemporary South African 

Art with an acute eye, always putting them in the perspective of the past (for example, Celebrating 

30 Years of Printmaking in Soweto in 2007) or looking towards the future (with the Remembering 

Black Consciousness/An Evolving Consciousness exhibition in 2009). 

A sharp pen is his sword and he founded the Dead Revolutionaries Club to fight against - and I quote 

- the “lack of criticality in the South African art scene” and he “decided to not only look back, but also 

look ahead, to each other and to ourselves to make a difference, to create, to fight, to poke fun at, to 

rip off and to challenge.” – end of quote. 

His words and thoughtful opinions have also transcended borders as he was committed to 

exhibitions in the United States, Chile, Australia, the Netherlands and even Norway. His voice is a 

strong one and carries the South African values of tolerance and critical thinking across the world. 

Through his curatorial work and his writing, but also through his personal engagements, Kwezi Gule 

fights to open artistic practices to all audiences and especially to those who were refused access to 

culture during the Apartheid era. 
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Khwezi Gule was of invaluable help during the France and South Africa reciprocal Seasons in 2012 

and 2013, where he facilitated cross cultural projects between our two countries and welcomed 

many visitors at the Hector Pieterson Museum. No French guest was of higher rank than our own 

President M. François Hollande who visited Hector Piterson Museum in October 2013 during his 

State visit to South Africa. The welcome our President received that day, the emotion and the quality 

of his tour in the museum, guided by Antoinette herself, Hector’ sister, were one of the highlights of 

this Presidential visit and we are still very grateful to M. Gule for having made this possible.   

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested in me, I 

have the honour and pleasure, Monsieur Gule, by decree of the Ministry of Arts and communication, 

to bestow upon you the title of Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature, de vous faire Chevalier des 

Arts et des Lettres. 

 

 

 

 


