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European Climate Event  

Durban University of Technology 

Jeudi 22 octobre à 14h  

 

 

 

Prof. Phumla Msweli representing Professor BAWA, thank you so much 

for hosting us here in DUT, 

Dear Walter Lindner, dear Marcus Cornaro 

Panelists, students,  

Sanibonani nonke ! 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to speak before you today, on behalf of 

France and of the future presidency of COP21, in this great city of 

Durban / Ethekwini.  

The localisation chosen to host this event is of course not a coincidence: 

we wanted to be  =in Durban=  to talk about our hopes for the upcoming 

COP 21.  

 

As you all know, the agreement that will be reached in Paris will be 

the culmination of a process which started four years ago in Africa, 

in Durban, during COP17. There is a direct filiation between COP 17 

and COP21, between France and South Africa.  

Furthermore, in the context of the formal negotiation process of the 

climate convention, we act in support of the co-chairs of the ADP, the 

Durban Platform.  

 

The ADP process is the only legitimate process for the negotiation of the 

Paris agreement, which will be the result of negotiations within the ADP 
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and COP. Durban and Paris are both part of a same process, a same 

legacy.  

 

COP 21 will begin in 39 days. Let me briefly talk about it:  

 

First of all, what do we want ? A universal and binding agreement, 

which tackles both mitigation and adaptation issues, and which 

provides the means to implement it: finance and transfer of 

technology.  

It is important to stress here that these priorities should not be 

considered as separate items, which could be tackled with a different 

order of priority. On the contrary, they are all linked, they are different 

components of a same objective: mitigation and adaptation go 

together. They go together, because if you don’t act on mitigation (and 

limit the rise of temperature), then the cost of adaptation will continue to 

increase; and finance is linked with all these priorities, because if you 

don’t have the means to implement the commitments that have been 

made, then why bother making them in the first place? Now  the time 

has come to say what we are going to do, and to do what we say we’re 

going to do. 

 

Secondly, how do we get this agreement ? Through an inclusive 

negotiating process, involving all relevant stakeholders.  We have 

chosen to organize regular consultations in order to mobilize everybody.  

The last negotiating session before the COP, is actually going on right 

now, as we speak, in Bonn. After that, there will be a pre-COP, in early 

November in Paris, at Ministerial level. It will be a political event where all 

parties will be able to build on the momentum and strengthen the spirit of 

consensus.  And to give a final political push to the negotiators, the 



3 
 

Heads of State have been invited to speak on the first day of the COP, 

on 30th November.  

 

Now, where do we stand on this ? The momentum is already good, 

and we need to keep this positive spirit : for example, as you know, all 

countries were asked to = voluntarily = submit their Intended National 

Determined Contributions (INDC) to the Secretariat of the UNFCCC. To 

this day, 153 countries, representing more than 87% of the 

emissions of Green House Gases have done so, which is a great 

example of this mobilization. We must call on all remaining countries to 

submit their INDC as well. It is a matter of principle, a sign of global 

commitment, but it also has a practical use: this will enable the 

Secretariat to produce a document, before the 1st November, which will 

help us to know where we are heading to and what we need to do. 

 

Furthermore, a new negotiation document has been published by 

the co-chairs of ADP on the 5th October. You may have seen in the press 

there was some drama in Bonn at the beginning of the week, around this 

draft text, as some parties considered it didn’t take into account all the 

various expectations and demands expressed during the previous 

negotiation sessions. But this drama has been overcome, and intense 

work has resumed yesterday on a 34 pages text , described as 

manageable by the experts. It is not perfect, of course, but it is a good 

basis for the discussions which we will be having from now on, and it 

encapsulates the expectations of all parties.  

 

Let’s take adaptation, for instance, as we know it is vital for Africa: it will 

be at the heart of the negotiations in Paris, with a real sense of urgency:  

adaptation and mitigation go together, but they don’t have the same 
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timeframe. We can adopt trajectories in order to mitigate in 20 or 30 

years, but we can’t postpone adaptation. Adaptation must be taken 

into account right now, and it needs practical solutions and 

appropriate funding.  

 

In order for this event to be a true universal conference, all voices must 

be heard, all opinions must be expressed, all priorities must be taken into 

account. This is our ambition as the Presidency of the COP 21.  

 

The good news, as I have said in front of the Panafrican Parliament a 

few weeks ago, is that Africa’s voice is becoming louder and its 

impact is growing. There has been an excellent coordination at the 

level of African Heads of State, of environment ministers and negotiators, 

Africa has also used its influence within the G77 and its membership in 

multiple groups, while showing its capacity as a source of proposals.  

As for us, France, future presidency of the COP 21, we’ve worked 

closely with the African group of negotiators. 

 

Regarding these exchanges and outreach, COP 21 will be the largest 

conference ever held regarding climate change. More than 40.000 

people are expected. But more than this large number, it is the 

diversity of participants which constitutes the most interesting 

aspect of this event. It will gather members of the private sector, the 

civil society, media, NGOs, etc.  

 

But I cannot conclude, since we are in Durban, without a special mention 

of the role cities and local governments play in dealing with climate 

change. It was indeed in the context of COP17, in December 2011, that 

the “Durban Adaptation Charter”, DAC, was adopted by local 
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government representatives, and mayors. Over the last 4 years, the DAC 

has gained increasing support and commitments, with now more than 

1000 signatories, thus showing the progress of a shared vision for 

transforming the world cities and local government and make them more 

“climate smart”. 

 

Throughout COP21 in Paris, the role of local governments will be 

highlighted. More than a thousand mayors, from all over the world, have 

been invited and will attend the COP (incl SA mayors). This cooperation 

with local governments goes beyond the site of the COP itself: on the 4th 

December, the mayor of Paris and the UN special envoy on cities 

and climate change will co-host a global summit of local leaders, in 

the Paris city hall. The day before that, the C40 awards ceremony will 

be organized in Paris. And these are just a few examples of how cities 

will play a role in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

From these few remarks, I hope you have understood that France, as 

the future president of the COP 21, doesn’t have a national agenda: 

our role is to facilitate the debates and to reach a universal agreement, 

not to promote our own priorities.  

This conference today is an example of what we‘ve been trying to do all 

along the past months: to listen to all of you, to share experiences and to 

receive your input. And as the former presidency of COP 17, and a host 

of such a conference 4 years ago, South Africa, and Durban in particular, 

truly has a great expertise to share with us. 
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In conclusion, I would like to stress that there isn’t only one reality 

with climate change, there are many. Everybody suffers from it, but 

not in the same way. In cities or in the countryside, in Europe or in 

Africa, our experiences with climate change are different. And 

because of that, our solutions, our ideas are different too. And it’s 

good that they are. Because it is this diversity of initiatives that will 

help us to fight climate change globally.   

 

We can only do so if we are together, and if we listen to each other.  

 

Ngiyabonga Kakhulu, thank you very much 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


