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Opening Speech on the occasion of the international 

SARPCCO conference on crime investigation 

Tuesday the 17
th

 of November 

Saint-Georges Hotel Pretoria 

 

- Greetings to organizers : SAPS/SARPCCO and 

support from French government and Thales Group 

 

- Commissaire Fabrice Navarro in Pretoria 

 

- Thanks to the French Policemen for their presence 

today despite the terrorist context in France 

 

- Cybercrime is one of the most serious crime we face 

today. It knows no boundaries, and serves Organised 

crime, child abuse, drug trafficking and terrorism. It is 

critical that we as public authorities focus on both 

prevention and investigation to address this threat in 

order to ensure security and safety of our citizens 

 

- Cybercrime remains one of the most pervasive threats 

to global security. If we want to be efficient in our 

efforts to combat this threat, we must build capacity at 

the national, regional and international levels 
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- Today, in our connected world a lot of opportunities 

are created for criminals 2.0. Just think of the growth 

in online services like online banking, mobile 

payments, as well as dematerialization of 

administrative procedures, 

 

- New risks are emerging and this is a serious challenge 

for the police : we well know that the risk for 

cybercriminals to get caught is unfortunately very low, 

 

- As a space of freedom, of sharing knowledge, of 

culture and emancipation, Internet is a very attractive 

target for cybercriminal. Without control, prevention 

and police action Internet can be harmful for users 

and especially children. Children can be targeted 

when chatting on social media by a child offender, and 

vulnerable persons can be tricked by scammers 

promising to offer money, love and care. All this is 

well known and documented.  

 

- So why is this conference different? Because its aim 

and purpose “cybercrime investigation”  are 

professional and Policemen are going to take the floor 



3 
 

to explain the reality of the threat in their countries, 

describe the policy framework to address It and 

express what are their skills but also their needs 

 

 

- In addition the conference is aimed at providing an 

overview of the complexities of cybercrime 

investigation, across a large scale of offences and 

demonstrating best practices in evidence gathering 

 

- From a police perspective, it’s necessary to 

coordinate police and justice action at regional and 

international level, enhance law enforcement capacity 

and identify the legal tools required for successful and 

efficient prosecutions.  

The goal of the fight against cybercrime remains to 

track cybercriminals online in order to bring them to 

justice. 

 

- I am glad this conference is a strong example of the 

determination of all police bodies in Southern-Africa 

and joining academic and private partners, to prevent 

and prosecute cybercrime, increase capacity and 

enhance intelligence in order to serve our respective 



4 
 

colleagues and citizens on the frontline. France is 

proud to be a partner of this major event.  

With warm thanks,  


