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Representatives of the French and South African research 

institutions, notably the IRD in particular Prof Jean Paul 

Moatti, Chairman and CEO, CNRS, Mr Patrick Medellec 

CIRAD, Dr Jacques Lançon and the NRF, deputy CEO, Dr 

Pillay 

Members of the French and South African research, 

technology and innovation communities; 

Friends, colleagues and honoured guests; 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to preside over the renewal of the 

agreement on scientific and technological cooperation 

between the IRD, CNRS and the NRF, and also over the 

inclusion in the agreement, for the first time, of CIRAD. 

Elaborated five years ago in recognition of the consolidated 

function fulfilled by the IRD and CNRS in their engagement 

with South Africa’s premier research funding agency 

operating on behalf of the South African government, today’s 

renewal – and more so, expansion – of the agreement cleary 

demonstrates its success thus far. It shows as well France’s 

growing commitment to scientific and technological 

cooperation with South Africa.  

 



3 
 

While traditionally French engagement with Africa has 

focused primarily on the North and West of the Continent, for 

reasons of shared history and language, the past few years 

have seen a growing awareness of the importance of 

Southern Africa in general and South Africa in particular as a 

gateway to the region. I together without EU partners, we 

recognize the pivotal role played by South Africa on the 

continent as a whole and the potential to engage in 

widespread regional collaboration and development through 

partnership with South Africa in this regard. France is keen 

to partner with the continent, to contribute to the 

development of its peoples and societies. South Africa 

seeks, on its part, to play a leading role in Africa. Both our 

countries understand the value of partnership in order to 

accomplish these goals, recognizing the advantages of 

knowledge transfer and local innovation as important means 

of dealing with the global challenges affecting us all.  
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As I noted in my welcoming address for the AfricaTechno 

event yesterday, overcoming these challenges will require 

new and innovative solutions as well as widespread 

cooperation on a continental scale, and it is invaluable for us 

to have found in the NRF a partner with whom we can work 

successfully, and who shares our vision for the future of 

Africa and French-African relations alike. It is also a great 

advantage to have as partner an institution capable of 

translating the theory of governmental policy into practical 

reality through the funding and advancement of research and 

innovation on the ground, as the IRD, CNRS and CIRAD 

equally do on the French side, and will now do together 

within the framework of this agreement. Following French 

president Francois Mitterand’s reception by Nelson Mandela 

as first European leader to conduct a state visit to a liberated 

South Africa in July 1994, all three agencies originally started 

their collaboration here shortly after. Each celebrates its 21
th

 

year of activity in South Africa.    
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And so, to the hundreds of research projects already jointly 

funded, the findings published, the patents applied for and 

the students trained we anticipate the addition of hundreds 

more in the years to come to the mutual benefit of both 

countries. While France has been a long-standing advocate 

of the value of science and technology for development, it is 

particularly appropriate that this signing should occur on the 

fringes of a French-South African event dedicated to 

innovation and the transformation of new ideas into 

marketable projects. Increasingly over the past few years 

France has invested in the creation of innovation incubator 

programmes in Europe, China and the Americas, so it is high 

time for us to engage in similar initiatives in Africa.  

 

At the same time we know from past engagements with the 

Department of Science and Technology how highly the South 

African government values innovation and the harnessing of 

new ideas for the advancement of its people. We also know 

that the NRF has a long history of seeking to transform basic 

research into marketable enterprise, though its famous 

THRIP programme.  



6 
 

As a result it is my hope that the fruits of this agreement in 

the years to come will reflect ever more this shared desire to 

support research towards emergence from the laboratory 

and the scientific journal into the patent office, the 

marketplace and the small or medium enterprise, to make a 

real and positive impact.  

 

I therefore congratulate the IRD, CNRS and NRF on all it has 

achieved together thus far, welcome CIRAD into this 

agreement. I wish you even greater success in partnership in 

the years to come.        


