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Ladies and gentlemen,   

 

In July 2000, right here in Durban, an alarm call was issued to 

mobilize the international community to tackle the carnage of 

AIDS.  Sixteen years on, how far have we got?  Thanks to the 

active efforts of researchers, public authorities, voluntary 

organizations and non-governmental organizations, incredible 

progress has been made, leading us to believe that an AIDS-free 

world is possible today. 
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This AIDS-free world is within reach if we continue fighting the 

disease, discrimination and the tragic spiral in which those who 

have been exposed to the disease and those who are suffering 

from it are being marginalized.  It is a battle we can and must win.  

To do so, we need to be innovative. 

 

1. Innovative, firstly, so that every person, whatever their 

origins, age or sexual orientation, knows the risks they 

are exposed to  

 

This is what I decided in France.  

 

I did so, firstly, to reach out to the most vulnerable people, 

those who find it most difficult to access treatment.  To do this, 

I provided all French territories with prevention and testing 

facilities.  I also provided access to self-test kits so that everyone 

can easily and quickly do a screening test at home.   
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Finally, I wanted to support the charity activists engaged in this 

issue daily on the ground to help the people affected.  For 

example, I enabled staff from prevention facilities and voluntary 

organizations with the appropriate training to carry out rapid 

diagnostic orientation tests (TROD). 

 

I also authorized the prescription of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 

(PrEP) in local centres run by voluntary organizations – on the 

subject of which, I’m delighted that the Francophone Alliance of 

Healthcare Stakeholders against HIV and Chronic Viral Infections 

(Afravih) is calling for PrEP to be made available worldwide.  

 

I was also innovative in getting through to very young people.  

As part of the initiative, I authorized minors to be tested without 

parental consent.  I want to give everyone the means to live their 

sex lives too, with due regard for others, by reducing the risks of 

pathologies, whatever behaviour is involved.   
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The national strategy I’ll present in the autumn will form part of 

this initiative to manage how prevention and sexual health 

services are delivered. 

 

This targeted, tailored, innovative approach, which uses 

every lever to reach specific people more efficiently, has 

shown how effective it is.  It’s why I’m urging every country to 

adopt it, as the World Health Organization recommends.  France 

will provide its support and expertise to any countries which need 

it to do this.  

 

2. Secondly, innovation is obviously essential for further 

improving AIDS treatment 

 

Thanks to the mobilization of patients and researchers, the HIV 

virus was swiftly identified in France, and I want to pay tribute 

again to the work done by Françoise Barré-Sinoussi and Luc 

Montagnier.   
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It took only a few years for the first antiretroviral treatments to 

appear, and today scientific innovations are coming through in 

quicker succession. 

 

So in the next few months, we’ll see new antiretrovirals 

developed.  Furthermore, it will be possible for Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis to be used in the form of a patch.  Women will be able 

to use it as much as men. 

 

Finally, our aim for the future is still to find a vaccine.  

Researchers are continuing their work, and the Conference on 

HIV Science, which France will host in July 2017 alongside the 

International AIDS Society (IAS), will be a decisive step.    

 

These innovations provide tremendous hope.  I firmly believe 

that they must benefit everyone.  For this to happen, it’s 

essential for there to be international coordination to get the cost 

of innovative medicines, which is too high, under control.  
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President Hollande mobilized his partners on this issue at the last 

G7 heads of state summit.  This September, I and my G7 

counterparts will be mobilizing the pharmaceutical industry, 

patients and health professionals to get the price of innovative 

treatments more effectively under control.  I have also agreed, 

with the OECD Secretary-General, to work with the OECD to define 

a framework allowing improved access to innovations whilst 

guaranteeing the sustainability of our health systems.  

 

France will go on fighting for guaranteed universal, effective 

access to innovative treatments.  I did this with the treatment of 

Hepatitis C at national level.  We’ll go on doing this internationally 

as well, particularly in the framework of UNITAID, to which 

France is the leading contributor. 
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3. Finally, we must find new, innovative funding sources to 

give ourselves the means to step up our efforts 

 

At global level, national resources devoted to health are 

increasing.  We must welcome this, because without strong health 

systems, without universal health coverage, there can be no 

effective fight against pandemics.  These investment efforts must 

be stepped up.  

 

With this in mind, President François Hollande has renewed 

France’s financial contribution to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Malaria for the next three years, to the tune of 

€1.08 billion.  France is making active efforts to ensure that the 

Fund can achieve its target of $13 billion for the next three years, 

so as to achieve the goal of eradicating AIDS by 2030. 

 

In addition to this “traditional” finance, we must go further 

and find new sources of funding.   
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For example, the French President recently proposed the 

introduction of a European financial transaction tax to finance 

the battle against pandemics and the strengthening of health 

systems through international solidarity. 

 

These new sources of finance will be useful to us, particularly 

for training medical staff more effectively.  François Hollande 

and Jacob Zuma will make recommendations to the United 

Nations Secretary-General to this effect, at the UN High-Level 

Commission on Health Employment and Economic Growth. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Sixteen years after the first Durban Conference, AIDS has gone 

from being a fatal illness to a treatable illness.  We must now 

take a new step and eradicate it completely, definitively, at 

global level.  
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Thanks to the speeding-up of innovation, our determination to 

work together and the tremendous international solidarity we’ve 

managed to foster, we have a unique opportunity to get rid of 

AIDS in the coming years.  Let’s not waste that opportunity.  Let’s 

not lower our guard.  Let’s redouble our efforts, because we can 

achieve it.  

 

Thank you.  

 


