
DISCOURS BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU (FSACCI) 

Jeudi 17 novembre 2016 (THE WANDERERS, Johannesburg) 

 

 

 

Cher Philip GEROMONT, Chairman of the French-South African Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, 

 

Chers compatriotes, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Thank you Mr Chairman, for yet another invitation to this Beaujolais Nouveau 

2016 party, which is an important moment in the life of the FSACCI and, more 

broadly, for the relationship between French and South African wine lovers, 

French and South African friends… 

 

From my experience, short speeches especially for the Beaujolais Nouveau party 

are appreciated !!!!! 

 

Like last year, it is only me. Indeed Ambassador Elisabeth Barbier left a few 

days ago and her successor will arrive very soon. Hopefully before Christmas. 

 

I know that the Beaujolais Nouveau party is felt here in Johannesburg like a 

second Bastille Day party, so let me briefly share with you important news:  

 

Looking back at 2016: quite intense on a bilateral perspective 

- President Zuma’s state visit in France last July was very successful;  

- Together with the Delville Wood celebrations. 

- so was Minister Fekl’s visit a last week during the French External 

Trade Advisors regional meeting 

- we even had the visit of Minister Barbara Pompili, in charge of 

Biodiversity for the CITES conference last September. 

 

Looking ahead: 

 

Besides our own elections, our diplomatic priorities in 2017 in South Africa are: 

 



- the Africa-France summit in Bamako in January 2017. 

- the Paris candidacy to the Olympic Games 2024. No campaigning before 

February. The election will be in September 2017. The Embassy is at your 

disposal to answer any question. But if you have initiatives in the field of 

sport, we are more than ready to team up! 

- gaining back the lost tourists after the terrorist attacks that shook our 

country in 2015 and 2016,  

 

The whole team of the French Embassy is working every day to give South 

Africans “appetite for France” in the cultural, economic, language, food, 

investment, touristic fields, … Any comment or suggestion is welcome! 

 

Beaujolais Nouveau 

 

Let me just remind you that today over 65 million bottles, nearly half of the 

Beaujolais region's total annual production, will be distributed and drunk around 

the world within 24 hours ! Today is quite special indeed! 

 

I thank you for your attention and now,  

Enjoy the rest of the evening and the Beaujolais Nouveau 2016! 

And remember: Drink or drive! 

 

Cheers!.... “Santé!” 

 


