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Réception en l’honneur de Bongani Tembe 

Officier des Arts et des Lettres 

Jeudi 14 juillet 2016 

Dear Bongani,  

 

Bongani Tembe, as you all know, is one of the most important voices (in all meanings of the word!) in the South 

African arts world. As an internationally recognized tenor singer, Bongani has wowed audiences through renditions 

of Wagner’s Steurmann, of Mozart’s Tamino and Khumalo’s King Solomon. This incredible talent as an opera singer is 

what led him to go from the townships churches of Durban, where he grew up, to the prestigious New York Julliard 

School and Columbia University and then to the London Business School. Bongani is not only a talented artist but 

also a most respected arts leader. He served on boards as prestigious as the National Arts Council, the Artistic 

Committee of the National Arts Festival and on the UNESCO’s Scientific Committee on Arts Education. 

Of course, we all know him today as the Joint Chief Executive and Artistic Director of the KwaZulu-Natal and 

Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestras. He has always supported Education and Development with a focus on 

previously disadvantaged communities, for example through the Orchestra’s National Cadetship program and the 

residence program in rural areas. Under his leadership, classical music, once reserved to a white elite, has touched 

more rainbow hearts and talents than ever before. 

Because of this double sensitivity, to artists and to arts management, always focusing on education, his appointment 

by the South African Government as Commissioner-General of the French-South African reciprocal Seasons in 2012-

2013 was wonderful news. Even more wonderful were the projects he planned, the artists he nurtured and the 

success he enabled. Thanks to his vision and efforts, our Reciprocal France and South Africa Seasons have been a 

resounding success, a huge artistic achievement, and an exceptional moment in the relationship between our two 

countries.   

Merci, cher Bongani ! 



 2 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of France and by virtue of the authority vested in me, I have the 

honour and pleasure, Monsieur Tembe, by decree of the Minister of Arts and communication, to bestow upon you 

the title of Officer of the Order of Arts and Literature, de vous faire Officier des Arts et des Lettres. 


