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These guidelines set out the rules for the submission, selection and implementation of grant proposals. 

 

Brief introduction  

The Civil Society Development Fund, run by the French Embassy in South Africa, aims at supporting 
capacity development of South African civil society organisations. Since 2009, the CSDF has provided 
funding to 12 organisations implementing micro-projects within the two broad funding priorities of the 
Fund: 

1. Improving local governance, public participation access to basic services with a specific focus 
on sustainable development of communities and social cohesion 

2. Promoting respect for human rights, especially those of women, children and LGBTI persons 

Through this funding, the French Embassy seeks to support: 

A “bottom up approach”, where organisations design and implement their own strategy; 

A “coordinated approach” where preference is given to initiatives co-financed by South 
African and foreign stakeholders, including European Union member states and their 
implementing agencies, United Nations agencies and French CSOs; 

A “coherent strategy” - the programme follows the principles of the European Union Charter 
on Local Governance and contributes to the goals of the French-South African cooperation 
strategy which is based on South African priorities. 

 

How to apply for funding 

For the first selection round, only a concept note and the first column of the logical framework are 
to be submitted. CSOs whose concept note has been approved will be invited to submit a full project 
proposal.  

Please download the concept note form (Annexe 1) and the logical framework (Annex 2). 

Concept notes should be submitted via email to CSDF2014@gmail.com, no later than Monday 7th 
of July 2014. 

CSOs whose concept notes have been selected will be notified via e-mail and invited  to submit a full 
project proposal by August 2014. 

 

Please note that an invitation to hand in a project proposal does not guarantee that your application 
will be successful. It is therefore important that you do not enter into any binding commitments or 
raise the expectations of partners or other donors until the grant has been awarded.  
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Please consider the following before applying 

 

Funding 

The CSDF can provide up to €40 000 per project. Allocations made by the CSDF may not 
exceed 70% of the total budget of the project and at least 10% of the total budget should be the 
applicant’s own contributions. Contributions in kind are accepted.  

5% of the total budget should be used for the external evaluation of the project. Administrative 
costs may not exceed 5% of the total budget. 

Funding for staff salaries, office space, telephone/fax and other administrative costs will be provided 
only if they are directly related to the implementation of the proposed project. Any other aspect 
of capital expenditure needs to be fully justified as contributing to the sustainable outcome of the 
project (e.g. project-related equipment and vehicles). 

The CSDF subsidy will be granted in three instalments. The amount of each instalment is set in 
Euros and converted into South African Rands according to the exchange rate in force at the time of 
payment of the instalment. 

 

Conditions 

The maximum duration of the project is 18 months. Only projects whose terrain of activity is within 
South Africa are eligible. Priority is given to co-financed initiatives that support gender equality 
and women’s empowerment. 

Only registered not-for-profit civil society organisations (CSOs), networks or coalitions based in 
South Africa and with at least a 5 year experience in the sector are eligible to apply for a CSDF 
grant. This includes non-governmental organisations (NGOs), academic institutions (including think-
tanks), faith-based organisations, community-based organisations and trade unions.  

The applicant organisation is required to have sustainable and stable foundations in terms of 
finance, human resources and project management. 

The Embassy of France only contracts with legally constituted institutions. In cases where 
applications are received from alliances, coalitions, networks etc. that are not legally constituted and 
registered, the Embassy of France will contract with the lead organisation and require the consent 
of the other members of the coalition/network/alliance.   

 

Excluded from funding 

Organisations currently funded by the CSDF are not eligible for CSDF funding in 2014. 
However, they can be part of a network or coalition applying for CSDF funding as long as the 
organisation does not receive funding through the CSDF budget. The CSDF does not fund 
welfare activities or stand-alone initiatives which are not part of a wider project. These include 
one-off conferences, seminars, training events or exchanges. Major capital expenditure cannot be 
supported (e.g. construction of buildings, purchase of land etc.).  

 

The French Embassy requires that all organisations funded through the CSDF clearly 
recognise the French Embassy as funding body in any public or media communications about 
their CSDF projects. 

 

Further Information 

For questions or clarification, please send an e-mail to CSDF2014@gmail.com or contact the 
Cooperation Department of the French Embassy (012-425-1718) before July 7

th
 2014.  
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