
 
 

The Asiphephe Project: A New Initiative to Improve Safety and 

Security for LGBTI People in South Africa 

 

‘Asiphephe’ (isiZulu for ‘Let us be safe’) is the name of an innovative joint project by Gay and 

Lesbian Memory in Action (GALA) and the Lesbian and Gay Equality Project (LGEP) that seeks 

to create a positive change in safety and security for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 

intersex (LGBTI) people in South Africa. Funded by the Civil Society Defence Fund, the 

Asiphephe project uses a range of creative strategies to increase access to legal information and 

other resources on gender- and sexual orientation-based violence, and also to strengthen 

collaboration and solidarity between LGBTI and other social justice movements.  

 

An Online Resource and Information Hub for Gender- and Sexual Orientation-Based 

Violence 

 

The cornerstone of the Asiphephe project is an easy-to-use website currently under 

construction that, when completed, will bring together existing and newly created resources 

relating to violence against LGBTI people. Users of the website will have access to a wide range 

of resources, including legal information, details of clinics and shelters, and advice on accessing 

support services. The website includes an online database of resources and literature. GALA’s 

report “Outside the Safety Zone: An Agenda for Future Research on Gender-based Violence 

targeting Lesbian and Bisexual Women” (MaThoko’s Books, 2012) highlighted that, while a 

number of research projects have investigated the incidence, causes and outcomes of violence 

against LGBTI people in South Africa, it remains difficult to search and find this literature, and 

other relevant resources. Through the database we hope to stimulate further research and 

assist organisations to ensure that programmes and advocacy campaigns are knowledge-based.   

In addition to offering information to LGBTI communities and survivors of gender- and sexual 

orientation-based violence, the website will serve as an important advocacy and training tool. 

By filling a crucial information gap, it will also provide much-needed materials and support for 

individuals and organisations that deal – both directly and indirectly – with violence targeting 

LGTBI communities. The website is due to be launched in early-2013. 

 

Fostering Collaboration and Solidarity between LGBTI and Social Justice Movements 

 

The slogan adopted by the Asiphephe project is ‘Let us connect, let us be safe’. In South Africa, 

we have often faced challenges in bringing people together across differences.  Yet, if we are to 

succeed in the fight against gender- and sexual orientation-based violence, we need to 

strengthen collaboration and solidarity between LGBTI and other social justice movements. The 

Asiphephe project therefore goes beyond resource-based initiatives to include initiatives that 

seek to build solidarity and to transform solidarity into action. One of our earliest activities was 

an emotionally-charged dialogue in September 2012 with the Sexual Health and Rights Initiative 



that brought together 30 young activists involved in a range of different struggles, including 

LGBTI, health, gender-based violence, and migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. 

Representatives from each social justice group shared information on their work, as well as 

lessons and advice on strategies and movement building. Said one of the participants “Going to 

this dialogue helped me to understand what kind of tools different movements are using to 

mobilise people in their community” ( participant A).  In the dialogue the participants’ returned 

repeatedly to the importance of building young leaders who are able to act as a bridge between 

LGBTI and other social justice groups. In the words of another participant, “I’m part of a number 

of campaigns, but I hadn’t really given much thought to how I often hide my identity as lesbian. 

When I’m working on poverty I don’t talk about being lesbian in them. So it’s inspiring to be 

here and to see people who do that” (participant B). The dialogue also highlighted gender-based 

violence as a cross-cutting issue that could be approached from a range of different 

perspectives: “I can see its okay to be different. It doesn’t mean there isn’t solidarity” 

(participant C). The Asiphephe project includes workshops that will take place in 2013 with 

trade union leaders that also seek to promote collaboration and solidarity between LGBTI and 

trade unions on gender- and sexual orientation-based violence. 

 

Policy, Resources, and Services Relating to Gender- and Sexual Orientation-Based 

Violence 

 

The Asiphephe project also involves a law and policy review highlighting areas in need of 

reform and a digital stories DVD that will be distributed to criminal justice institutions and 

health service providers. A major goal of the project is to foster closer engagement with service 

providers and to educate and inform multiple sectors about violence directed at LGBTI people. 

Through both a targeted awareness-raising campaign and a series of information seminars, the 

Asiphephe project will provide NGOs and related service providers with resources and 

strategies for supporting LGBTI victims of violence.   

 

For more information about the Asiphephe project please contact GALA’s research and 

development coordinator Nomancotsho Pakade at Nomancotsho.pakade@wits.ac.za and +27 

11 717 4239. 

 


