
 
 
Project Title: Women’s Rights Education and Community 
Mobilisation Programme 
 
Masimanyane Women’s Support Centre 
 
Masimanyane Women’s Support Centre is based in the Eastern Cape and has 16 years 
of experience of working on the advancement of women’s rights and violence against 
women in South Africa. The organisation also has experience of working in 26 
countries in Africa and 9 countries in the Middle East.  We focus on ending the 
oppression and discrimination of women and girls which is experienced as violence 
against women (VAW), a lack of sexual and reproductive health rights as well as the  
impact which the HIV and AIDS pandemic is having on women and girls.  
 
Masimanyane has strong expertise in applying the global human rights framework for 
state accountability and the organisation has produced a shadow report on women’s 
rights for each of the two CEDAW reporting periods that South Africa has 
undertaken. This has had significant national impact through the concluding 
comments / recommendations that were made to the government by the CEDAW 
committee. Our learning has been that, a critical mass of women at grassroots level is 
the only real mechanisms for transformation change in the country. Women and men 
must be able to hold government accountable for the delivery of all services starting at 
the local level and working to the provincial and national levels.  
 
In Partnership with the Civil Society Development Fund 
 
Masimanyane is grateful for the opportunity to be able to develop its programmes 
within the Eastern Cape in partnership with the Civil Society Development Fund of 
the French Embassy.  
 
This project forms part of our social justice programme. On of the aims of this 
programme is to assist women to develop their ability to contribute to the 
transformation of South African society and to be change agents within their 
communities.  
 
Through this programme women are taught to use the human rights framework of the 
country in holding all tiers of government accountable starting at the level of local 
government. Thus the project aims to build a critical mass of grassroots women with the 
ability to engage and participate in community development and who will advocate for 
and demand the protection of a full range of human rights moving beyond civil and 



political rights to including economic, social and cultural rights. Participants in the 
project will also be required to conduct education and awareness raising programmes 
within their own communities to share the information and knowledge which they will 
obtain as part of their training. 
 
The programme will also assist in drawing together women from across the Eastern 
Cape and will provide women activists with greater support systems. This will assist in 
the consolidation of programmes throughout the province and strengthen women’s 
participation in civic life. 


