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SOUTH AFRICA / FRANCE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH COLLABORATION 

 
2014 JOINT PROTEA CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS 

 
CLOSING DATE: 25 JULY 2014 

 

Background 
 
The South Africa/France Protea joint call has been created to develop the relationship between the French and South African 
scientific communities through joint research. The purpose of the cooperative programme is to encourage exchange 
between researchers and to develop a synergy between the two scientific communities, thereby developing a durable 
network. 
 
Areas of Cooperation 
 
All fields of research are eligible. However, priority will be given to projects in:  

 Nanoscience/Nanotechnology  
 Life sciences 
 Biotechnology 
 Energy  
 Humanities/Social sciences 
 Geosciences 
 Astronomy 
 ICT 

In terms of human capital development, South African applications from previously disadvantaged researchers are 
encouraged, as is the involvement of historically disadvantaged higher education institutions. 
 
Duration of projects 
 
The projects will be supported for a period of two years.  
 
Who may apply? 
 
South Africa: This call is open to working researchers residing in South Africa and affiliated with a recognised higher 
education or research institution such as a university, university of technology or science council. An application must 
designate two principal investigators, one in South Africa and one in France, who will bear the main responsibility for the 
project, including its technical and administrative coordination as well as scientific and financial reporting. Commercial 
institutions and private education institutions are not eligible to apply under this programme.  
 
France: This call is open to working researchers residing in France with a recognised French higher education 
university/college, research institution, or enterprise.  
 
How do I apply? 
 
South Africa: Applications must be submitted through an online application process to the National Research Foundation 
(NRF) by accessing the link: https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/.   
 
No hard copies will be accepted and will automatically be disqualified by the NRF. Only applications endorsed by the 
research office or its equivalent at higher education or research institutions will be accepted.  

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
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France: The French team’s project proposal, in French, will be submitted online at the following link: Protea on line 
submission of the French proposals.  
 
The onus is on the applicant to find their own research partner. Proposals must be received in both South Africa and France. 
Proposals which have only been received in either South Africa or France, but not both, will not be considered for funding. 
The call process is highly competitive; therefore submission of an application does not guarantee funding. The availability of 
funds and the evaluation of applications from both countries should be positive for them to be considered for funding. The 
NRF will not be held responsible for non-submission, administration or evaluation of the application in the partner country. 
 
Which activities may I apply for? 
 
The purpose of this call is to support the mobility of researchers, scientists, post-docs and doctoral students between the two 
countries. The funds can only be used for:   
 

 International travel 
 Accommodation 
 Subsistence and local travel 

 
Funding Modalities 

 

 Funding will be available for a maximum of two years.  

 2-year collaborative research projects jointly developed and completed by researchers on both sides.  

 In both countries, all the approved projects will have funding support from the two parties in terms of the cost of 
exchange of experts, scientists and other specialists unless specified otherwise by the two parties. Apart from the 
financial support from the two parties, institutions and universities in both countries are encouraged to solicit other 
funding resources.  

 In France, funds are granted for two successive civilian years. Funds allocated in a given year must be spent between 1 
Jan. and 31 Dec. of that year and cannot be transferred to the following year.  

 
How much should I apply for? 
 
South Africa: The NRF funding amount should not exceed R200 000. Funding will be made available for a maximum of two 
years, to be paid in annual installments (R100 000 per year). Note that a commitment to both scientific and financial 
reporting on the project following its completion is an obligatory condition of funding. Please also note that the requested 
amounts do not necessarily imply that this amount will be awarded upon selection for funding.  
 
France: Funding requests from France should not exceed €20 000. The following indicative rates apply:  

- The travel from France to South Africa (or vice-versa) will be reimbursed up to €1 500 per return ticket. 
- Doctoral  and postdoctoral daily allowances of €60/day up to 90 days 
- Scientists’ daily allowances of €110/day up to 90 days. 

 
Please do take note that you will be funded only for the activities within the scope of the guidelines should you be successful. 
 
How are applications evaluated? 
 
Following the closing date indicated, applications will be submitted to both a postal and a panel review. The panel will 
include recognised local experts in the various fields of research represented by the proposals received. These experts will 
evaluate each proposal based on the following criteria: 
 
 Scientific and technical merit 
 Feasibility 
 Methodology 
 International significance  
 National priorities 
 Participation of students and young researchers 
 

http://www.egide.asso.fr/jahia/Jahia/site/egide/lang/fr/dosphc
http://www.egide.asso.fr/jahia/Jahia/site/egide/lang/fr/dosphc


 3 

Particular emphasis is to be placed on the training of students and young researchers achieved through research and the 
transfer of knowledge and know-how aimed at socio-economic community development. Industrial and institutional partners 
involved in the projects or in the communication of its results should be officially mentioned and recognised. The integration 
of young researchers and students, and the exchange of postdoctoral researchers are encouraged, as is the involvement of 
students and researchers from previously-disadvantaged communities. 

A final decision on projects to be funded will be made in consultation with the French authorities. Funding will only become 
available once both funding agencies have completed their respective evaluation and operational processes. Note further 
that both scientific and financial reporting on the project is an obligatory condition of funding. It is highly recommended that 
students should travel abroad as part of this programme.  
 
Projects follow-up and reporting 
 

 A final scientific and financial report will be submitted in English by both South African and French project leaders no 
more than 3 months after the end of the project. 

 The report will mention the outputs of the projects compared with the objectives and aims targeted in the submission. 

 The French leaders of the project will use the template for a report within the defined timeframe. 

 The report will be sent to the Attaché for Science and Technology at the French Embassy in South Africa. 

 The joint publications will mention the support from the National Research Foundation, the French Ministry of National 
Education, Higher Education and Research, and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development. 

 
Intellectual property 
 
The researchers of each country, particularly the leaders, must take adequate steps to ensure protection and sharing of the 
intellectual property that could result from the joint projects. 
 
When is the closing date for applications? 
 
Applications for both South Africa and France must be submitted by 25 July 2014. Applications received after this date will 
not be considered for funding. 
 
Only applications endorsed by the research office or its equivalent at higher education or research institutions will be 
accepted. Please note that the NRF or the French Embassy will not be held responsible for applications that were not 
received. Researchers are also advised to ensure that their research partners’ applications are submitted and have also been 
received in the partner country.  
 
Where can I obtain more information? 
 
For South Africa:        For France: 
Programme related queries:      French Embassy in South Africa:  
Mr Teuns Phahlamohlaka        Dr Pierre Lemonde 
National Research Foundation     Attaché for Science and Technology  
Tel: +27 12 481 4385      Tel: +27 12 425 1713 
E-mail: teuns.phahlam@nrf.ac.za         Email: pierre.lemonde@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

http://www.egide.asso.fr/jahia/Jahia/site/egide/lang/fr/pratique
mailto:teuns.phahlam@nrf.ac.za
mailto:pierre.lemonde@diplomatie.gouv.fr

