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The Rhodes University Legal Aid Clinic works with approximately 50 independent community based 
advice offices throughout the Eastern Cape Province  to facilitate access to justice  for disadvantaged 
people. The French Embassy , working together with the German Development Services  (DED), has 
agreed to provide funding to the Clinic for its work. The story of Mr Kenneth Sigidi and the Daliwe Advice 
Office provides a window into the context of this work. 

In 1988 Mr Kenneth Sigidi, living in Cathcart in the North Eastern Cape’s ‘white corridor’, was working in East 
London. This meant that he had the mobility that so many others lacked. He regularly used the opportunity to 
get assistance from the Black Sash for members of his community who were suffering under the apartheid 
regime. After being arrested, jailed and then released with permanent physical damage, he nonetheless 
continued his work in his community. That led to the opening of the Daliwe Advice Office in Cathcart: a place 
where poor and marginalized people could find someone to help them. This provided a space where 
community members could join forces to seek to combat injustice. In this way Mr Kenneth Sigidi became an 
early campaigner as an Advice Office paralegal. 

Daliwe Advice Office has provided advice and assistance to the best of its resources over many years. Lack 
of funds in recent times has not diminished the passion for helping the people in this community. Following 
the democratic elections and the adoption of a strong rights-based constitution in South Africa, facilitating 
access to justice has a somewhat different focus. People need to know about their rights before they can 
hope to realise them . And so you will find Mr Sigidi in the community hall, teaching (for example) about 
social grants: the where, when, how, etc. You will also find the advice office door open, and the volunteers 
that staff the office eager to help with a range issues that may include land, housing labour, deceased 
estates. Where necessary then they will seek the assistance of legal support organisations. 

One such organisation is the Rhodes University Legal Aid Clinic, which start ed in the late 1970’ s. The 
Clinic is an integral part of the University’s Law Faculty, with offices in Grahamstown and Queenstown. It 
provides hands-on legal experience to penultimate year LLB students while providing a free legal service to 
indigent people . It seeks to further extend access to justice to disadv antaged communities  by working 
with approximately 50 independent community based advice offices throughout the Eastern Cape Province. 
The Clinic provides on-site legal and administrative support to these a dvice offices  from both its 
Grahamstown and Queenstown offices. 

The draft Legal Practice Bill raises the possibility of statutory recognition for paralegals. This underlines the 
importance for paralegals and advice offices to organise and structure themselves in order to address issues 
of common interest with a collective voice. This will include a consideration of such issues as standards and 
quality assurance of service provided by the advice offices. Of course, when funds are limited, travel and 
communication are severely curtailed. It is here that the French Embassy, working together with the German 
Development Services (DED), has stepped in.  

Jointly they have agreed to assist the Rhodes University Legal Aid Clinic to continue its work with the advice 
offices in the North Eastern Cape. Funding to the Clinic will include a regranting component: advice 
offices can apply to the Clinic for funding for the ir activities.  A further component will enable the Clinic 
to support the Eastern Cape Advice Office Forum  (ECAOF) which has been created to unify and structure 
the sector in the Eastern Cape. The ECAOF come into being in March 2009, facilitated by National Alliance 
for the Development of Community Advice Offices (NADCAO) with the active involvement of the Rhodes 
University Legal Aid Clinic and other stakeholders. 

 


