
 

The Social Justice Coalition (SJC) is a grass-roots social movement campaigning for safe, healthy 
and dignified communities in some of South Africa’s largest, most under-developed and dangerous 
townships. The SJC’s main focus area is Khayelitsha, Cape Town, home to more than half a million 
people most of whom live in shacks made of wood and metal sheeting. With branches across 
Khayelitsha and working with many partner organisations, the SJC promotes active citizenship through 
education, policy, research, and community organising to ensure that government is accountable, open 
and responsive. We focus on some of the most basic rights and services guaranteed in the Constitution 
to advance this vision. A core principle of SJC campaigns is meaningful engagement between 
communities and government to realise these rights. We are currently engaged in two primary 
campaigns – the Clean and Safe Sanitation Campaign and the Justice for All Campaign. We also 
participate in broader campaigns to combat hate crimes (most notably homophobia and xenophobia), 
prevent corruption and protect the supremacy of the Constitution and the rule of law.  

The Clean & Safe Sanitation Campaign  
 
Using a toilet is the most dangerous daily activity for people living in informal settlements. People are 
robbed, beaten, raped and murdered while trying to relieve themselves. There are too few communal 
toilets and taps, and residents must often walk very long distances – sometimes kilometres – to relieve 
themselves or fetch water. In some cases – because a community has very few toilets or due to many 
being broken and unusable – more than a hundred people have to share one toilet stall. Polluted water 
and raw sewage regularly flows between and through homes making these communities places of 
illness and death. Lack of access to clean and safe sanitation routinely emerges as the number one 
concern for people living in informal settlements. Service delivery protests across the country are 
consistently linked to inadequate sanitation.  
 
The SJC believes that universal access to the most basic services can be achieved by ensuring that 
existing toilets work optimally – through improved State maintenance, monitoring and coordination – 
and by encouraging meaningful engagement between the State, communities, civic movements, and 
experts to plan for the future delivery of new facilities. In addition to improving safety this will also 
dramatically improve health conditions in communities where preventable illnesses attributable to poor 
sanitation and hygiene standards – such as diarrhoea, gastroenteritis, worms and TB – are widespread. 
Ensuring that sanitation facilities are clean, safe and dignified remains a critical first step in building 
community power to ensure that access to other basic services is progressively realised 

The Justice for All Campaign  

All people in South Africa are affected by crime and violence, but informal settlements and township 
areas such as Khayelitsha generally experience disproportionately high levels of crime and exposure to 
violence. Khayelitsha continues to experience vigilante murders – according to residents a response to 
the police and courts failing to keep people safe – as well as school gang violence that has resulted in 
the deaths of a number of young learners. It is often women, children, the elderly and the disabled who 
are victims.  

The SJC continues to identify serious and systemic problems by monitoring criminal cases, assisting 
victims and meeting with police and prosecutors in Khayelitsha. Problems include poor quality of 
investigations, refusal to open cases, corruption, brutality, failure to communicate with victims and 



families, unnecessary postponements that lead to cases taking years to be completed, and a lack of 
coordination between the different role-players responsible for the provision of safety and justice. The 
SJC acknowledges that informal settlements require specific strategies to make these communities 
places of safety due to a lack of roads, streetlights, population density and proximity of homes. That is 
why a coordinated approach to safety in which all stakeholders participate is crucial to address the 
unacceptable levels of crime and violence. 

For more information: http://www.sjc.org.za 

 


