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Mr President, 

Dear Madam, 

Members of Parliament, High Authorities, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

I would first like to thank President Zuma for his invitation, his welcome, and the 
words he has just said,  thus highlighting the relationship of confidence that exists 
between our two countries. 

There is a special bond between France and South Africa. France stood by South 
Africa in the struggle waged by its people against the abomination of apartheid. 
France was proud that the ideals of 1789 were an inspiration to South Africans in 
fighting for their dignity. France was pleased to see justice triumph when the first free 
elections were at last organized in your country. 

How can we forget the images of Nelson Mandela during his first visit outside South 
Africa in 1990 after so many years of detention? He was welcomed at the time on the 
Human Rights Square in Paris by the French President François Mitterrand  who 
conveyed the following message to him: “You have shown what the frail strength of 
one man can achieve. Today, the prisoner is showing the way to his jailers on the 
road to freedom”. 

Four years later, François Mitterrand was the first Western Head of State to visit 
South Africa. Nelson Mandela had become President of the Republic of South Africa. 
He had prepared a reply for him as if to echo what he had heard four years earlier 
and he said: “For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way 
that respects and enhances the freedom of others.” 

My visit follows on from this fine story. It helps to recall the past, as we have it in 
common, and to see how far we have come for over 20 years now. 

This struggle for freedom was waged by your generation. Yet many of those here 
with me supported you in France. I am thinking of Laurent Fabius, the then Prime 
Minister; of Robert Hue, leader of the Communist Party; and of Christiane Taubira 
and Harlem Désir who stood by you during the darkest times of repression. 
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Tomorrow in Soweto, I will pay tribute to all those who fought apartheid. I have paid 
tribute to the memory of those activists, who often were anonymous and gave their 
lives for freedom. This was with you, dear Jacob Zuma, this afternoon in Freedom 
Park. 

I am the fourth President of the French Republic to visit your country, after François 
Mitterrand, Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy. South Africa has addressed a great 
many challenges over the past 20 years and is now sustaining its development and 
economic activity with the same energy it used in the past against oppression. This is 
why I am sure you will succeed. 

Tonight, I want to look to the future and to open up a new stage in the relationship 
between France and South Africa. Our strategic partnership – that same one that 
was sought by Nelson Mandela and François Mitterrand – now covers many areas:  
political, commercial, military, scientific and cultural, and we are determined to leave 
nothing aside in sharing our experiences. 

Dear Jacob Zuma, I always hold exchanges with you before key international 
summits, as we share the same ideas and the same will for progress. Confidence 
prevails between us and hence between our two countries. You understand that 
France is not seeking anything for itself in Africa, that it furthers the values of 
democracy and stability and will continue to do so. 

France does not and will not oppose countries on the basis of language, history and 
origin. France deeply respects the unity of Africa and hence the African Union. If my 
country intervenes in the African scene, it is always at the request of the Africans 
themselves, based on a United Nations mandate and in harmony with a great country 
like yours. We have both been able to observe this, in the case of Mali. 

South Africa and France share global responsibilities. This situation compels us to 
find solutions to the major global challenges, such as global warming, development, 
human rights, and the fight against speculation, especially on agricultural prices. This 
is why France would like Africa – and South Africa in particular – to be fully 
represented on the United Nations Security Council. Our closeness already enables 
us to address crises, in Africa especially. 

I would like, once again, to congratulate you on your role in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo. I would also like to highlight your courage in calling for robust and 
active peacekeeping operations. You are also showing courage with respect to 
settling the Central African question. I also acknowledge that when our diplomatic 
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efforts combine, the results are there to be seen. A presidential election will finally be 
held in Madagascar in a few days thanks to the SADC and offer this great country a 
stability it had lost for too long. 

We will have the opportunity, Mr President, to discuss all these issues during the 
Elysée Summit for Peace and Security in Africa to be held in Paris next December. I 
am greatly honoured that you have accepted my invitation and understood the 
meaning of our initiative. 

United politically, our two countries are also linked economically. France is the ninth-
largest investor in South Africa. The amount of French investment in your country, Mr 
President, is increasing rapidly. It has increased fivefold since the start of the years 
2000 to almost two billion euros. 20% of all exports to sub-Saharan Africa is directed 
to South Africa. 

We want to go yet further. 300 French companies are present in South Africa, 
employing 30,000 people. The company Alstom today signed a contract with the 
Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (PRASA) and we are very proud of this. This 
is the fruit of long and productive negotiations. We know that the some ten thousand 
jobs that will be created will go to young South Africans. They will be trained and 
technology will be shared. This is not only a historic contract for the company, but 
one that will serve as a reference in South Africa and throughout Africa. It shows that 
it is possible to provide equipment by manufacturing it here and training personnel to 
do so, while triggering a train of activities in our own country. 

Our business leaders understand the need to offer young South Africans prospects 
for employment and integration. Many entrepreneurs have accompanied me on this 
visit and are committed to complying with all the social and environmental standards 
you have set, and to the ground rules that you yourself have defined. Mr President, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, South African friends, you can count on French companies! 

Tomorrow, I will visit a plant of the pharmaceutical company SANOFI which 
manufactures, here in your country, high-quality antiretrovirals for the whole of Africa 
and is staffed almost solely with South Africans. This is due to the fact that our 
companies wholeheartedly support South Africa’s Black Economic Empowerment 
Strategy and accept its extension to a yet greater part of the South African 
population. France has also decided to support development in South Africa through 
the Agence Française de Développement (AFD). 
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Finally, looking beyond the economy, culture brings us closer together,  as you 
recalled, Mr President. Last year, you organized a magnificent cultural season to 
reveal the wealth of French culture to South Africans. This year, we have in turn been 
hosting a South African season since May. It is already a success. 230 projects have 
been staged successfully, while the last one awaits you to highlight your visit to Paris 
for the Summit on Peace and Security. 

The bond that we have strengthened today between South Africa and France should 
serve Africa as a whole. I hope, Mr President, that, together, we will support 
development, environmental and security initiatives in international bodies. 

I would also like us to drive our two continents, Africa and Europe, to work yet more 
together. Europe is seeing the end of a long, painful crisis and its growth is now 
recovering. This recovery is still timid, but the eurozone crisis is over. We now 
therefore have an enhanced capacity to lead Africa into a new partnership. 

Africa itself is a continent with prospects, with strong growth and a considerable 
potential for development. Thus if South Africa and France lead their respective 
continents to enter this partnership, the prospects for tomorrow are very high. Our 
ambition is for South Africa and France to defend an agenda of progress for the 
world. This is the spirit in which I, in turn, raise my glass to friendship between France 
and South Africa. 

Long live South Africa! Long Live France! Long live our friendship! 


