
Dear All, 
 
I am very pleased to see you all this afternoon around this table. This is our opportunity to start 
thinking and working on the future of the relationship between South Africa and Reunion. 
 
This perspective, driven by the General Secretarial Service for Regional Affairs of Reunion, will help 
us to jump into 2040, and imagine the scenarios that could impact the daily lives of our compatriots 
in 25 years’ time. 
 
South Africa and Reunion have huge common interests, and our presence today is a testimony to 
those shared interests and our willingness to explore this relationship in more depth. 
 
Some successful cooperative initiatives have already been undertaken and I think that it is important 
to bear in mind all these linkages as we talk today. 
 
As you may know, a cooperation agreement has been in place between Reunion and the Province of 
KwaZulu-Natal since 2003. An agreement to twin the towns of Le Port and Durban was signed in 
2005, cooperation agreements exist between the University of Reunion and the South African 
universities of Stellenbosch and Pretoria. These accords have promoted the development of 
exchange in the domains of economy, agronomy, academic training, research and development, 
health, the environment, detection of natural risks, tourism, cultural and linguistic exchanges and 
military cooperation. 
 
I would like now to look in greater detail at two examples of how South Africa and Reunion have 
successfully pooled their resources. The first concerns scientific development, research and 
university programmes. The second example concerns the support of the agronomy sector. 
 
For the last twenty years French and South African partners have joined to improve the context and 
institutional support of scientific exchanges and the training of young researchers at Master’s and 
PhD level. I am here referring, for instance, to the ARSAIO which is the Atmospheric Research group. 
It is coordinated by the Cyclone and Atmospheric Laboratory of the University of Reunion but works 
on themes relevant to and supported by the Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research, the 
Universities of Kwazulu-Natal and Pretoria, the South African National Space Agency and the South 
African Weather Service. This cooperation has promoted several dozen publications and a specific 
Master’s programme in Detection and Natural Risks. Similarly, the French National Scientific 
Research Centre and the South African universities of Stellenbosch and Venda have supported over 
70 publications and research initiatives in the fields of botany and zoology. 
 
Concerning agronomy, the efforts of Reunion and South Africa have focused on professional 
development, financing and vocational training. In this sector there have been many initiatives, 
technical workshops, conferences, student exchanges and support to agricultural workers and 
organisations. Principal actors are the South African Sugar Cane Institute, the Ministry of Agriculture 
for the KwaZulu-Natal province, Cedara College close to Pietermaritzburg, and the LEGTA 
Agricultural College at Saint Paul in Reunion. 
 
These two examples show the importance of our long-term goals within which, today’s meeting 
must be understood. Our overriding goal for today is to come to agreement on axes for the work 
that will be undertaken in the following three sessions, that must include a pragmatic and innovative 
consideration of future scenarios for the Southern African and Indian Ocean Region. 
 
I wish you a productive and creative session. 


