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1- Introduction 

- Word of thanks to the organiser of the conference for inviting me to participate to this 

event 

- Agriculture and the agrifood industries is a key sector in France, our country being the 

first agricultural country in Europe with 490 000 farming units and 900 000 farmers 

which amounts to 5.6% of the working population.  

- At international level France is advocating for a better inclusion of agriculture and food 

security issues on the development agenda of the G20, because  Agriculture, especially in 

Africa, play a critical role in the fight against poverty and inequality and for managing 

natural resources in a sustainable and effective manner 

- France is thus keen to pursue the efforts initiated in 2011 during the French presidency 

of the G20, through the action plan on food price volatility and agriculture, and the 

establishment of two new international mechanisms for improving food security: the 

Agricultural Market Analysis (AMIS) and the Rapid Response Forum (RRF) 

 

2- Overview of the relations, political and economic, between France and South Africa in the 

agriculture and agri-food sectors 

At political level, the relation between France and South Africa in the agriculture sector has reached 

a new stage in 2013 during the state visit of the French President François Hollande in South Africa 

with the signature of a declaration of intent between the French ministry of agriculture, agrofood 

and forestry and the South African Departement of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries for 

cooperation within the context of the G20 Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture 

covering 4 areas of cooperation :  

- Political dialogue on agricultural issues between France and South Africa 

- Agricultural education and research 

- Sanitary and phytosanitary issues (SPS) 

- Water for agriculture and climate change 
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A concrete achievement of this agreement will be the creation of a French South African Agricultural 

Institute: FSAGRI. 

This training and research programme in agriculture, initiated by the South African and French 

governments, aims at contributing to address the food security and rural development issues in 

South Africa. It will offer high level degrees in food science and processing, as well as in agribusiness. 

Strong linkages between universities, research institutes and agribusiness companies from both 

countries will be provided to fulfill the needs of the sector. A French expert will be placed in one 

previously disadvantaged universities to establish and manage FSAGRI jointly with the concerned 

universities and in close collaboration with the South African Agricultural Research Council (ARC) and 

interested agro-business partners. Master and PhD courses are scheduled to start in January 2015. 

Postgraduate students will be awarded by both a South African and French diploma. 

 

 

At economic level our relations with South Africa in the agriculture and agri-food sectors have been 

growing in the past years: 

In 2013 French exports to South Africa represent: 

- 130 Millions EUR for the agriculture and agri-food sectors (+ 4% compare to 2012) 

- 11 % of the French exports to SA 

- Key exports: wine and spirits (26%), dairy (20%), food products (16%) and feed (8%) 

- France is the 14
th

 supplier of South Africa and the 5
th

 among EU countries 

- In addition the agro-equipment and chemical exports represent 71 Millions EUR 

 

French imports from South Africa represent: 

- 197 Millions EUR (+27% compare to 2012) 

- Key imports: fruits (115 Mio EUR) and beverage (46 Mio EUR) 

- France is the 12
th

 client of South Africa 

 

Trade balance for the agriculture and agri-food sectors 

- Structural negative trade balance for France: - 66  Millions EUR in 2013 

…but slightly positive (+2,3 Mio EUR) if we include the agro-equipment and chemical sector 

 

Major French agro-business established in South Africa: 

- Dairy sector: Danone, Parmalat (group lactalis), BEL (cheese) 

- Food products: Elle et Vire, Andros, Eurogerm 

- Livestock: In Vivo (animal feed), Virbac (animal health), Merial (animal health), Clines (poultry 

houses) 

- Wine and Spirits: Pernod-Ricard, Moet-Henessy, Pellenc (equipements for vineyards), Laffort 

Œnologie (oenological products) 

- Seed: Limagrain (in JV with Link Seeds) 

- Trading of grains: Louis Dreyfus 

- Agro-equipements: Monosem, Kuhn, Manitou, MAF Roda 
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3- Perception of the South African and Sub-Saharan market by the French agro business 

sector 

There is a growing interest among French agro business for the South African market in the 

agriculture and agri-food sector. This interest is driven by different factors: 

- The growing demand of the South African farming sector for innovative products to remain 

competitive on the global market 

- The perspective of growth of the internal demand for meat, processing food, beverage in 

relation with the development of the middle class and the urbanisation trend 

- And finally the perception of the importance of the South African market as a gateway to 

access the fast growing markets in the SADC region and, more widely,  in the Sub Saharan 

countries. 

The development of new markets in Sub-Saharan Africa constitutes a great opportunity for 

developing partnerships between South African and French Agro-business by combining 

expertise and knowledge of these markets especially in the francophone African countries. The 

French agrobusiness can rely on the well-established South African value chain, the wide network 

of supermarkets and the expertise of commercial farming in the African context, while the 

French agrobusiness can offer innovative products and their knowledge of the francophone 

environment. 

 

4- SIMA - International Agri-Business Show where I want to invite you all! 

Being the first agricultural country in Europe, France is at the forefront of innovation in the 

agriculture sector through genetics, agro-equipments, precision farming, natural resource 

management… The innovation is driven by the two public research institutes dedicated to 

agriculture and environment (the French National Institute for Agricultural Research - INRA and 

CIRAD which is working for development in the South and the French overseas regions), along 

with French agrobusiness companies and cooperatives operating worldwide such as In Vivo, 

Limagrain, Danone, Kuhn, Monosem… 

Every 2 years the SIMA – International Agri-Business Show in Paris is a show case of innovation 

in agriculture with 1,700 business exhibitors from 42 countries and almost 250,000 visitors. 

The next SIMA show will take place from 22 to 26 February 2015 in Paris and will be the 

benchmark international event for agricultural professionals, who will discover a comprehensive 

range of products to meet the needs of farms of all kinds, all sizes and all types of agriculture. 

SIMA is the only show in the world to combine in one place cattle (250 dairy and beef cattle) and 

agricultural equipment, services for large-scale farming, livestock farming, rural and forest 

maintenance and renewable energy. All major global brands will be present, alongside numerous 

manufacturers from SMEs of varying sizes and origins. 

In 2015 the SIMA event will give pride of place to South Africa with numerous events for 

professionals (presentations, expert input, etc.) for an up-to-date view on the specific features of 

the South African market. 
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The SIMA 2015 will also be an opportunity for South African professionals to find tangible 

answers to their questions or problems, such as production methods and equipment that help 

conserve soil, precision agriculture for high added-value production, precision irrigation 

techniques, traceability, protecting the environment and more. 

 

5- Conclusion 

The relations between France and South Africa in the agriculture sector are growing both at 

political and economic level. 

The development of new markets in Sub-Saharan Africa constitutes a great opportunity for 

developing partnerships between South African and French Agro-business.  

By placing South Africa as a guest of honour, the next SIMA show in February 2015 will lift this 

relationship to a new and higher level. 
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Annex:  Overview of agriculture and agri-food industries in France 

 

Agricultural sector: 

- Agricultural land: 29 millions ha (including 18 millions ha of arable land) 

- Farming units: 490 000 

- Farmers: 900 000 (5,6% of the working population) 

- Average size of farms: 56 ha 

 

Value of the production: 

- Agriculture: 36 Mds EUR 

- Agro food industry: 34  Mds EUR 

- Percentage of GDP: 3,5% 

- 1
st

 agricultural country in EU, followed by Germany and Italy 

 

Main agricultural production (by value): 

- Cereals: wheat (38 Mio t) and maize (15 Mio t) 

- Wine: 45 Mio hl (1
st

 producer in the world) 

- Milk: 24,5 Mio t 

- Beef meat: 1,5 Mio t 

- Poultry: 1,8 Mio t 

 

Agro business industry: 

- 14 000 units employing a total of 412 000 persons 

- Key sectors: beverage, meat processing, dairy and pastry 

 

Trade:  

- Total exports: 57 Mds EUR (Germany, Belgium, United-Kingdom) 

- Total imports: 45 Mds EUR (Spain, Netherland, Germany) 

- Surplus industry: positive trade balance of + 12 Mds EUR 

- Main export products: wine and spirits, cereals and dairy products 

 


