
 
 

 

Victor Kgomoeswana,   

Author & specialist of South African Affairs 
 

Victor Kgomoeswana is currently a freelance conference speaker, a programme director, a workshop 

facilitator and a consultant on African business development. He facilitated numerous conferences and 

events and organised and led a trade conference on regional economic integration in East Africa with the 

Rwanda Development Board and the South African High Commission in Kigali. Until September 2013, he 

was Business Development Executive for PPC Ltd, a cement manufacturing company listed on the 

Johannesburg Stock Exchange. His role within the company was mainly to source investment opportunities 

across the African continent. Mr. Kgomoeswana also served as Chief Executive Officer of PPC Ntsika Fund 

(Pty) Ltd until January 2014, the enterprise development initiative of PPC Ltd, set up to support black small 

and medium enterprises with finance, mentoring, coaching and other forms of support. He regularly reports on the business in Africa on 

many radio stations, local and international television (Talk Radio 702, SAFM, CNN, CNBC Africa, SABC TV, eTV, East Coast Radio FM, Lesedi).  

 

 

Duncan Bonnett,  

Director Strategy & Business Development at AfricaHouse 
 

Duncan is a partner at specialist Africa consultancy, Africa House. Duncan has an Honours Degree in 

International Relations from Wits University and was a senior tutor there before moving to the South 

African Foreign Trade Organisation (SAFTO) in 1997. Upon Safto's closure in 1998, Duncan joined Africa 

House and is now a partner in the company. Duncan has worked in over 20 countries in Sub-Saharan 

Africa in fields including the cement industry, mining, oil and gas, industrial supply, infrastructure 

development, food and beverage and related sectors, all of which have a strong logistics requirement 

and focus. Duncan also consults to a number of foreign governments and companies on the potential to develop business 

opportunities in Africa. 

Africa House is a boutique research and consulting company that specializes in market feasibility studies, market selection and 

expansion strategies as well as providing route to market analysis for their South African and international client base.  The company 

was established in 1998 and has assisted over 500 companies, trade promotion organizations and other entities to develop their Africa 

strategies and find the correct partners in each market. 

 

 

Henri de Villeneuve,  

Chairman COBASA 
 

Henri de Villeneuve runs his consulting company COBASA in South Africa since 2001. COBASA accompanies 

long-term development of French investors in the Southern Africa region and Indian Ocean. Furthermore, 

COBASA detects and advises major South African operators in their movements towards Francophone 

Africa. An experience of over 30 years on the continent allows it to combine the success of investors with 

the risk(s) associated to the environment of each target country. 

 

 

Khanyisile Kweyama,  

CEO Black Business Unity South Africa 
 

Khanyisile is the CEO of BUSA (Business Unity South Africa). She also represents business on the 

BRICS Business Council, NEDLAC Committee of Principals (CoP), Presidential Business Working Group, 

International Organisation of Employers (IOE), International Labour Organisation (ILO), the African 

Union Social Affairs Commission, the B-20 and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development  (OECD). Khanyisile has been Appointed by the State President to the National Planning 

Commission (NPC) as well as Chairperson of Brand SA.  Recently appointed by Premier Makhura to serve as a champion of social 

cohesion on the fight against racism and xenophobia in Gauteng. She previously served on the Commission for Employment Equity, 

appointed by the Minister of Labour. She served as the Executive Director for Anglo American and non-executive director on the 

boards of Kumba Iron Ore, Anglo American Platinum and was chairperson of the Zimele Enterprise Development Fund.  She was 

elected Vice President of the Chamber of Mines of South Africa in 2013 - 2014. Khanyisile has been recognized as one of the most 

influential women in business and the mining sector by several South African institutions, & was recognized in 2014 as one of the 100 

women to watch globally by the FTSE 100.  



 

 

George Sebulela,  

Chairman Black Business Council  
 
George Sebulela is currently the President and Chief Executive of Sebvest Group. He was the Head of 

Government, Empowerment and Public Infrastructure Finance for ABSA Capital (Division of ABSA Bank – 

Barclays Bank). Some of his achievements and highlights are: Telkom BEE R3bn, Mvela Group R450m, Thebe 

Investments – R400m, World Wide Investments – R300m, Johannesburg Property company – R20bn, Lereko 

Investments – R250m, Lereko Metier Fund – R2.5bn. He was a member of the ABSA Capital Executive Committee 

(EXCO), Chairman of Diversity Committee (DIVCO) of ABSA Capital, a committee member of the ABSA Group 

Financial Services Charter (FSC), He was responsible for the ABSA Group Empowerment Financing, member JLOC 

for loan evaluations, member of the Credit Committee, member of Executive Recruitment committee (RECO), 

member of the ABSA Capital Business Development Forum (BDF), Member of the ABSA Group 2010 Soccer 

World Cup steering committee. Mr Sebulela was the Business Development Executive at Avis Fleet Services, the 

largest and No1 Fleet Management Asset Finance Company in Southern Africa responsible for Business Development, Marketing Strategy and 

Government & State Owned Enterprises. Mr. Sebulela subsequently joined Premier Foods, where he was the Marketing Executive. Mr. 

Sebulela has served as a director on a number of boards of companies including among others, Du Pont Telecoms. 
 

 

Alassane Ndiaye,  

Managing Partner of Rayon Investments 
  
Alassane Ndiaye is the founder and Managing Director of Rayon Investments, an investment strategy 

and financial transaction advisory boutique firm based in South Africa and with a portfolio of clients 

spread across the continent, including Cameroon Cote d’Ivoire, DRC and South Africa. Alassane is also a 

former senior executive with 15 years within the World Bank Group where he was in charge of business 

development and transactions while based successively in Abidjan, Douala and Johannesburg.  Alassane 

holds a Bachelor and a Master degree in Economics and Finance respectively from Northeastern University and Boston University, both 

in the US. Alassane is also an accredited Professional Banker designated by the Institute of Bankers of South Africa.   
 

 

Josue Tandoum Waffo,  

CEO of Investment Fund JM Capital Africa  
 

Josue T. Waffo is an African born and European educated entrepreneur who has built previous 

companies in Africa, including JM Capital Africa Ltd (“JMCA”), a boutique Private Equity & Investment 

Banking firm servicing Companies and Institutional Investors across Africa. Prior to JMCA, Josue 

accumulated 18 year experience in banking and insurance sectors with European firm AXA and US bank 

Citibank. Josue has a Masters in Civil Engineering and is an alumnus of the Citibank School of Banking of 

Istanbul and London. Josue is now driving efforts to attract South Africa companies to do Business in 

Francophone Africa, originating and packaging projects in the Urban & Energy Infrastructures space. Under its leadership, JMCA has 

transformed to become an active Real Estate & Infrastructures Assets Developers in Africa. 
 

 

Liesl Louw-Vaudran,  

South African journalist  
 

Liesl Louw-Vaudran is an independent journalist and analyst focusing on African issues. She works as a 

consultant for the Institute for Security Studies, focusing on the African Union and peace and security in 

Africa. She contributes to the Africa section of the Mail&Guardian in Johannesburg and is a regular 

commentator on African issues in local and international media. Before moving to the ISS, she was 

Africa editor at Media24 newspapers in South Africa. She is Francophone and has lived in France and 

Senegal for close to 10 years. She is also currently chairperson of the board of the Alliance Française of Johannesburg. Her latest book 

that deals with South Africa’s role in Africa, entitled ‘Superpower or Neocolonialist?’ was published by Tafelberg in May 2016.  

 

 

Professor Lyal White,  

Director of the Centre for Dynamic Markets (CDM) at GIBS 
 

Prof. Lyal White is the director of the Centre for Dynamic Markets (CDM) at the Gordon Institute of Business 

Science (GIBS), where he is also an Associate Professor in political economy and International Business in 

Africa, Asia and Latin America. He also heads up the CDM office for GIBS in Nairobi Kenya, where he spends 

50% of his time. Prof. White has held various senior research positions in the past. He has also lectured at a 

number of universities around the world including University of Cape Town, Universidad de Los Andes in 

Colombia, Science Po – Bordeaux, France, the Kelly School of Business, Indiana University and Al Akhawayn 

University in Morocco, and is a regular lecturer at CEDEP in Fontainebleau, France, and Strathmore Business 

School in Kenya. His advisory work focuses broadly on political economy and strategy in Africa and Latin 

America for clients across a range of sectors and geographies around the world. Prof. White completed his 

PhD in Political Studies at the University of Cape Town. He has published extensively, most recently as co-

editor of “The Changing Dynamics of International Business in Africa” (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015) 



 

 

Jean Bourdin,  

Director Alliance française of Johannesburg and General Delegate of the Fondation 

Alliance Française in Southern Africa  
 

Jean Bourdin is the Director of the Alliance française of Johannesburg and General Delegate of the 

Fondation Alliance française in Southern Africa, after having been posted at the Alliances françaises of 

Mahajanga (Madagascar), Pretoria and Brasilia. From 2004 to 2009 he was Director of the local Center for 

Pedagogical Documentation in Carcassonne (Aude), in charge of the production of pedagogical multi-

media projects and a national book collection. 

 

 

Thierry Viengele,  

Legal affairs Manager for British American Tobocco 
 

Thierry is a Lawyer, Attorney in law at the Congolese Bar of Matadi in Kongo Central province since 2014. 

He is currently Head of Legal and Corporate & Regulatory Affairs for British American Tobacco. Mr. Thierry 

Viengele has an intense experience in DRC. He joined the Group Anglo American plc in December 2007 as 

Government Relations/Affairs Manager and has been promoted Head Representative/Country Manager in 

April 2010. He worked as adviser into several Ministries cabinet. Human Rights, Energy, Environment and 

the parliament in DRC. As a Legal adviser to the Minister of Energy from July to November 2007. He has 

extensive professional exposure in fostering collaboration between the Government and the private sector 

and the extractive industry. Mr Viengele has also worked with the Minister of Human Rights as chief of staff 

from February to November 2007. And from October 2006 to July 2007 As legal adviser to the Minister of Environment. He spent more 

than 3 years in the establishment of new more functional institutions after the war in DRC. He has a parliamentarian experience due to 

his position as Diplomatic Advisor to the President of the Parliament from August 2003 to May 2005. He studied in Kinshasa and has a 

Degree in Law from the Protestant University of DRC. 

 

 

Paul Runge,  

Director Projects and Development finance at AfricaHouse 
 

Paul Runge is Director Projects & Development Finance of the specialised consulting firm Africa House. 

Africa House represents the merger between two companies recognised as leaders in their fields: 

Whitehouse & Associates and Africa Project Access. Working exclusively in sub-Saharan Africa, we offer 

insight and access into the African trade and project environment through the provision of intelligence on 

projects and bespoke research on opportunities in markets. We supply approximately 170 companies and 

organisations with early alerts of projects across a broad range of sectors in Sub-Saharan Africa. As a 

former diplomat, he served in Gabon and supervised projects in the Cape Verde Islands. He spent six years 

with the South African Foreign Trade Organisation and led many of the first South African business 

delegations into other African countries. He regularly undertakes assignments into Africa.  He writes for 

several publications and has published Potholes & Profits: Business (& other) Conversations and Experiences from Africa.  

 

 

Yves-Justice Djimi,  

Head of AfricaFrance South Africa 
 

Yves-Justice DJIMI is a Corporate Lawyer. Originally from Cameroonian grand-parents, Yves-Justice was born 

in France and raised in Paris. He obtained his Master of Laws degree (LL.M) from the London School of 

Economics (LSE). He then started his career as a Corporate Finance lawyer in the City of London at City law 

firm SJ Berwin where he advised the World Bank, on its USD 500 million “Special Fund” dedicated to SMEs. 

He qualified as a Solicitor of the Supreme Court of England and Wales. He is also admitted to the Paris and 

the Geneva Bar (International Section) and is fluent in both French, English and speaks Portuguese. Yves-

Justice further holds a Master degree from the prestigious Paris Institute of Political Science (Sciences Po 

Paris) and an undergraduate law degree (with honours) from the Sorbonne Law School. As a Corporate 

lawyer, Yves-Justice covers both Anglophone and Francophone countries in Africa as well as the remaining 

Portuguese speaking countries and has recently been seconded to a global energy company as an in-house 

lawyer. Yves-Justice moved in 2012 from Europe to South Africa with his wife, Afua, and particularly enjoys reading history books, 

sports and classical music. He heads the AfricaFrance foundation in South Africa which aims to revive Africa and France relationship on 

a bottow-up corporate and entrepreneurial strategy. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pramodh Debipersad,  

Director Project finance Mazars South Africa 
 

Pramodh joined Mazars Corporate Finance (Pty) Ltd in February 2015 where he currently holds the position 

of Director. Pramodh has extensive experience specific corporate finance experience having worked 

previously worked for Venture Capital & Private Equity, Industrial Development Corporate, Worldwide 

African Investment Holdings and Standard bank.   

 

 

John Ffooks,  

Partner, Head of Francophone Africa at John W Ffooks & Co  
 

John is head of the Bowman Gilfillan Africa Group’s Francophone Africa Practice and a partner in the John W 

Ffooks & Co Madagascar office. John is familiar with the specific legal and business cultures across 

Francophone Africa (including West African OHADA countries) and has extensive first-hand experience of 

their legal systems. He has the ability to communicate issues arising simply and clearly to English speaking 

clients. He speaks and writes fluent French. John is ranked as leading lawyer by IFLR1000 2016 as well as 

being ranked by Chambers and Partners for Madagascar, Chad and Guinea.  

 

 

Jean-Michel Debrat,  

Head of the AfricaFrance Fondation 
 

Jean-Michel Debrat was born on 1950 in Paris. He is the Director General of the fundation AfricaFrance. He 

began his career as a lecturer in Geography, before he went on stydy at ENA, the French National School of 

Administration, in 1982. He joined the Ministry of Finance as Inspectorate General of Finance. From the 

years 1990, he started his long « african » career: first as the Technical Advisor to Mr. Jacques Pelletier and 

Mrs. Edwige Avice, two Ministers for International Cooperation (1990-1992), then as Financial Advisor for 

Africa (1992-1995). Jean-Michel Debrat joined the AFD’s Senior Management in 1996, before he became 

Deputy CEO of the AFD group from 2002 to 2010.  

 

 

 

Lars Greiner,  

CEO Greiner, Mendi & Associates 
 

Lars has a broad background in the shipping and logistics industry, with a specialised focus on shipping and 

international trade. He is a qualified shipping specialist and legal advisor. He has lived and worked in 

Europe, The USA as well as a large number African countries, handling roles for Multinational ship and 

cargo owners. He has also been involved in setting up and running ships agency companies in Mauritius, 

Madagascar, Angola, Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone, as well as setting up shipping lines on behalf of 

Madagascan interests. He has run 2 multiipurpose shipping services from West Africa to South Africa and 

from West Africa to the Americas before moving to West Africa for 6 years with the AP Moller organisation. 

Over the last 6 years, Lars has focused his energy on the whole supply chain for various projects, including 

managing the logistics set up for the St Helena Airport Project and undertaking the logistics strategy and set up for the Askaf iron ore 

Mine in Mauritania and the Wafi Golpu Copper mine in Papua New Guinea, the latter including planning the port layout and operations 

for the export of copper concentrate to market. With the slowdown in mine development around the world, he is currently focusing on 

optimising existing suppy chains and assisting in reviewing supply chain security during a period of increase risk due to unrest in many 

African countries. 

 

 

Pierre Wolmarans,  

Country Head of SGCIB Corporate and Investment banking activity for Société Générale 
 

Pierre Wolmarans is the current head of SGCIB Corporate and Investment banking activity for Société 

Générale covering the southern African region, and also serves on the West African board of Directors of 

Société Générale Ghana Limited. Pierre holds a B Comm and LL B degrees from the Johannesburg 

University. He is an attorney by profession, and joined SGCIB in 1990, was based in Paris emerging markets 

M&A division up to 2000, and thereafter also was posted in the Gulf where he served as CEO of BankMuscat 

in Bahrain. Pierre has been based back in Johannesburg since 2005 when he returned to assist in the 

advisory and project financing of the Gautrain rail project implementation. 


