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CLIMATE CHANGE IN AFRICA:  

PERSPECTIVES ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE, PUBLIC POLICIES AND LEADING 
INITIATIVES 

 

Opening remarks by Ambassador Elisabeth Barbier 
 

Dear Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, Chief Executive of the South African 

Institute of International Affairs,  

Dear Chief negotiators for climate change, Richard Muyungi from 

Tanzania, Adil Bannaga from Sudan, Ali Mohamed from Kenya,  

Dear guests from South Africa, other African countries and France,   

Dear colleagues and members of the diplomatic corps,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 It is a great pleasure for me to open this conference on climate change in 

Africa, co-organized by SAIIA and the French diplomatic network in South 

Africa. We are extremely grateful to SAIIA for hosting this event, in the 

premises of the prestigious university of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.  

 

 Since the Durban CoP17 on climate change in 2011, and actually even 

before that, a lot has changed in climate negotiations. The mindset has evolved. 

The issue of Climate change is not anymore considered a strictly environmental 

issue, but also a social issue, a developmental issue.  

 

 Political involvement is increasing; financial commitments have been 

made. To name just a few : France announced at the recent New York Summit 

its contribution to the Green Fund, while the African Risk Capacity has been 

granted 1 billion US dollars to assist AU Member States to reduce the risk of 

loss and damage caused by extreme weather events and natural disasters. But 

there is still a lot to be done.  
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 Climate change probably constitutes the most universal challenge our 

world is facing. The IPCC’ synthesis Report just released is very clear on that. 

You may have seen the joint declaration yesterday issued by MFA Laurent 

Fabius and the French Minister of Environment Ségolène Royal calling for a 

global mobilisation to give, in the Paris 2015 agreement, a political answer 

matching the IPCC conclusions. 

 

Climate change affects every country, transcending differences, borders and 

cultures.  And yet, it doesn’t affect all countries, all economies, in the same way. 

Some are more vulnerable than others and some have more means to limit its 

impact than others. Some populations suffer from climate change on a daily 

basis, while others still feel that their lives are unaffected. 

  

 Of all the continents, Africa is probably the most affected. At a time when 

most countries were still debating the reality of climate change or its scientific 

evidence, the African continent was already struggling with the numerous 

effects of climate change. African experts, officials and negotiators have 

probably been dealing with this issue for much longer than we have, with an 

acute sense of urgency.   

 

 Therefore, this conference today will try to highlight the challenges of 

climate change in Africa, but also to discuss successful initiatives which can 

contribute to support informed decisions by policymakers. At all levels, a lot is 

happening. Local authorities, civil society, private companies or financing 

agencies are all taking actions and are, indeed, leading by example.  

Ahead of the CoP20 in Lima next month and CoP21 in Paris next year, this 

conference is an opportunity to exchange information better, to facilitate a 

sector-based dialogue between stakeholders, and to provide a platform to 

strengthen these initiatives in the future. 
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 The issue of climate change is so vast that no conference could ever tackle 

all dimensions. Therefore, with our partner SAIIA, we had to make a choice. As 

you can see, there is no session focusing on agriculture. The truth is that 

agriculture would probably deserve a whole conference on its own. Which is 

why a global science conference on “climate smart agriculture” will be held in 

Montpellier, in France, on 16-18 March 2015, in the spirit of the “Global 

Alliance for climate smart agriculture”, launched in New York during the recent 

Climate change Summit.  

 

But the themes which will be discussed today and tomorrow are at the heart of 

the issue, and constitute priorities in the fight against global warming. 

 

 Because situations are different, there isn’t a single solution, a “one-size 

fits all” strategy which would take care of climate change, once and for all. This 

is why we must listen to eachother, acknowledge the initiatives that have already 

been enforced, and the challenges that still need to be tackled. The aim of the 

conference is to serve this purpose, to share experiences and expectations, to 

offer expertise and advice, in order to facilitate a consensus in December 2015 at 

the CoP21 in Paris. 

 

We are eager to learn from our African partners, including from the South 

African experience of the Durban COP 17. In a nutshell, we are here to listen to 

all of you. This conference is yours.  

Thank you very much. 

 

 

 

  


