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2016 Barclays L’Atelier Gerard Sekoto Award for the most promising South African artist - Winner 

announcement 

13 July 2016 

 

Dear Mrs Colleen Jackson, General Manager of Barclays’ Africa, 

Dear Miss Avi Sooful, our partner from SANAVA, 

Dear partners of the Barclays L’Atelier Art Competition, 

Honoured guests, artists, ladies and gentleman, 

 

On behalf of the Embassy of France in South Africa and the French Institute of South Africa, I would 

like to thank all of you for being here tonight to celebrate these talented young African artists.  

 

With the French Institute of South Africa as the cultural arm of the French Embassy in South Africa, 

we strive to bring the best of French and francophone culture to South Africa and to promote South 

African artists on the international scene. But more than that, we want to create an ongoing 

dialogue between our two countries, and as you know, artists speak a common creativity that goes 

much further than just languages. 

 

Culture is a crucial area of dialogue with our South African friends. The first example being the cross 

Seasons 2012-2013 in South Africa and France. It was a first for South Africa and the concept has 

now been extended. As a follow up, the Minister of Arts and Culture signed last Monday in Paris on 

the occasion of the State visit of President Zuma to France an agreement on cooperation in the fields 

of arts and culture for the 2016-2019 period. 

Last but not least: I know that the laureates attended yesterday the launch of the Matisse exhibition 

Rhythm and Meaning at the Standard bank Gallery. Matisse has always been my favourite French 

painter. What a feast of colours and shapes! This is the 5th world-class exhibition the French Embassy 

and IFAS bring to South Africa. Please go and visit it before 17 September. Entrance is free. 

 

Now the Gerard Sekoto prize. 

For over a decade we have been sponsoring the Gerard Sekoto award for the most promising South 

African artist with an income of less than R 60 000 PA. As MC said in introduction: this includes 



2 
 

French classes, a 3 month residency in the Cité internationale des Arts in Paris – made available by 

the French Embassy, the French Institute and the Alliance française – and a solo exhibition in the 

Alliance française network across South Africa and partnering galleries.  

I hope you enjoyed tonight a brilliant exhibition by Mongezi Nchapayi, who was the 2013 winner - 

his exhibition is still traveling in the country until November.  

This award has a significant meaning to us: as you know, Gerard Sekoto spent over 40 years in 

France in exile from Apartheid. He was a painter as well as a self-taught pianist, a musician and 

composer. He is widely regarded as one of the most iconic of South African artists and was awarded 

the Chevalier des Arts & des Lettres medal by the French Ministry of Culture shortly before his 

death. There has always been important bridges between our countries in the art, and we pursue 

this conversation today. 

 

We support this award because every year a young talented South African artist benefits from an 

amazing opportunity to expand his or her horizons and gain greater exposure. 

 

With our partners Barclays ABSA, SANAVA and the Alliance Française we are honoured to have 

supported these artists, enabling them to share their work both nationally and internationally.  

I would like to thank our outstanding partners for their commitment. Thank you to the judges as well 

for choosing a winner in this fiercely contested category - I know it was not easy job! 

Now let me announce the 2016 recipient of the Gerard Sekoto Award and three months at the Cite 

Internationale des Arts 


