
  

 

Prix ABSA – l’Atelier 

16th July 2014 

 

Dear David Wingfield, Head, Barclays Africa Group Marketing, 

Dear representatives of SANAVA, the South African National Association for the 

Visual Arts, 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury, 

Dear members of the press,  

Dear friends, 

............. 

 

It is always a sincere pleasure to be with you, among artists and friends, 

under the auspices of Gerard Sekoto, who happened to be, with Miriam 

Makeba, the most obvious link between South Africa and France in term of 

Arts and Culture. 

Both lived in France during the dark ages of Apartheid.  

But as you may know, Sekoto spent many more years in exile in France, 

nearly 40 years in Paris, as a painter but also as a pianist and a composer.  

He used to play jazz at l’Echelle de Jocob on the left bank and to draw the 

portraits of his French friends: he was the most Parisian South African! 

He died in Nogent-sur-Marne in 1993, sadly just one year before the official 

beginning of the new democratic South Africa. 



Yes, we are very proud and really honoured to continue with this annual 

partnership involving the French Embassy, the French Institute in South 

Africa (IFAS) and the network of Alliances Françaises in South Africa: 

thanks to this prize, every year, a young and talented artist, can benefit 

from a real artistic life in Paris.  

But let me tell you what the 2011 winner, Isabel Mertz, decided to do 

during her residence in France last year. Inspired by our friend Barbara 

Lindop, a great specialist of Sekoto, she followed his steps giving birth to a 

project in Paris called “Mapping Sekoto” consisting out of 180 postcards 

documenting her journey and an installation of 15 wooden cubes. 

The exhibition which was born from that residence, entitled “the problem of 

crossing a bridge”, opened last Tuesday in Port Elizabeth, after Durban and 

before Gauteng, and it is already considered as a great success! 

Yes, that award must not only be a nice once-off event to honour an artist 

but the real beginning of a long journey through the continents, through 

the borders of geography but also through new human challenges. 

Like Isabel, new great artists will be mapped! 

May I mention for example Bambo Sibiya’s great experiences in new 

printing techniques in the very heart of France and the next awarded artist 

Mongezi Ncaphayi, who is going to Paris very soon! 

That is the real sense of the word L’Atelier, a wonderful French word and a 

nice title for a prize!  

L’Atelier takes you back to Paris in the 1920s or to French Provence with 

Picasso and Matisse. L’Atelier brings you in a place of work in progress, 

pungent smells of paint, effort, even “blood, sweat and tears”, but also joy 

of creation! 



As you may know, France and South Africa collaborated to host a very 

special celebration for culture, arts, science, education, sports and much 

more... within reciprocal seasons in 2012 and 2013.  

We could say, well that time is over!… but we, French, are incorrigible, and 

want to think that it is always time for Arts and Culture and we can now 

enjoy the benefits of the fruitful and permanent Atelier !   

I would like to pay tribute to our outstanding collaboration with SANAVA 

(the South African National Association for the Visual Arts), during all these 

years and to thank ABSA’s team, especially Mr Paul Bayliss (curator ABSA 

gallery), and all his colleagues for their continued support to artists, and 

more particularly to young and promising artists. 

Je vous remercie. 

______________________________________________ 

And now, I am very proud to announce the 2014 ABSA l’Atelier Gerard 

Sekoto Award winner. 

The winner of the 2014 ABSA l’Atelier Gerard Sekoto Award is….. 

Mbavhalelo Nekhavhambe ! 


