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Dear Ben Kruger, CEO of Standard Bank,  

 

Dear Patrice Deparpe, Director of the Musée Matisse in Le Cateau-

Cambrésis, 

 

Dear guests et chers collègues,  

 

 

On behalf of the French Embassy and the French Institute of South 

Africa, I would like to thank all of you for being here tonight at the 

Standard Bank Gallery to celebrate the end of this Matisse 

exhibition. After all this hard work and great success, it feels a bit 

awkward to come to the end. But the impact in South Africa was 

exceptional, so bravo to all our teams! 

We were deeply honored to share, in South Africa, the best of our art 

and important part of our world heritage. I would like to recall that 

the Henri Matisse |Rhythm and Meaning exhibition was the fifth 



Henri Matisse – Rythm and Meaning exhibition closing 

14 September 2016 

 
 

 2 

exhibition of important 20th-century European modernists to be held 

at this Gallery, which had previously hosted the works of Chagall, 

Miró and Picasso.  

Dear Ben Kruger and all your team at Standard Bank, many thanks 

for your continued and valued support in the arts. Your art footprint 

in South Africa is a lasting and remarkable one. 

Thank you to Patrice Deparpe and Federico Freschi, who have done 

an amazing job, assisted in all ways by Barbara Freemantle and Sue 

Isaacs. I would also like to thank again le Musée Matisse du Cateau 

Cambrésis, le Département du Nord, and all the lenders for 

providing these beautiful art works and making the exhibition 

possible. And, last but not least, a big thank you to the IFAS team, 

and in particular to Marion Claudel, who inherited this project from 

her predecessor, Charles Courdent,  and made it happen! 

Over 26 000 people came through these doors in the last two 

months. Many families, many schools and many South Africans 

from around the country who – we know- even travelled to 

Johannesburg just to see the exhibition. Matisse is now a well-
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known name to local households. The echo of this exhibition was 

also very positively heard in the media and throughout the city: so 

bravo for all this to the team working with Hazel Chimhandamba and 

Dianne Graney. 

Another part of the exhibition that we are very proud of is the 

education programme, and many thanks must be given, again, to 

Wilhelm van Rensburg and Kathi Chapman for their amazing work in 

the South African schools. I would like to add that the French 

Schools of Johannesburg and Pretoria, the Lycée Jules Verne, have 

organized educational visits to the exhibition for all their classes 

since the start of the French school year this month, over a 

thousand more learners in 2 weeks. 

The exhibition and its education outreach program, especially in 

Soweto, was made possible through the generous sponsorship of 

French companies: Total, Air France, Air Liquide and Pernod Ricard. 

I thank you all very much because it is also through your companies 

that France shines in South Africa and that South Africans see you 

as bridges between our countries, bringing art to everyone. 
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To conclude, it is with mixed feelings we close this exhibition: with 

the joy and pride of having been part of an exceptional project, and 

with the sadness to see the artworks soon leave.  

Patrice Deparpe will do a guided visit in French in a few minutes, 

and I invite you to enjoy the last days of this remarkable exhibition, 

which also encourages us to look further into the future and 

perpetuate this fruitful collaboration with Standard Bank. So, dear 

Ben Kruger, now the question is: what will be our next exhibition? 

We look forward to it.  

Thank you all and have a lovely evening. 


