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FRANCOPHONIE 

ABOUT LA FETE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE 2016 (FRANCOPHONIE FESTIVAL 2016): 

The annual Francophonie Festival at the Alliance Française Pretoria, launched in 2010, is a platform 

available to Embassies, Institutions, Francophone and Francophiles in Pretoria for the promotion of 

French cultural and linguistic diversity. 

The festival is a great way to learn about other cultures and explore the creative artistry of the many 

countries that speak French. Since 2010, more than 25 countries have collaborated each year to 

present an array of experiences all rooted in the Francophone cultures – from Africa to the Americas 

to Asia to the Middle East. This year, participating countries include Belgium, Benin, Bulgaria, Burkina 

Faso, Burundi, Cameroun, Canada, Comoros, Congo Brazzaville, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Mali, France, 

Gabon, Guinea, Lebanon, Madagascar, Niger, RDC, Seychelles, Senegal, Switzerland, and Tunisia. 

Each year about a thousand visitors, of all ages and all backgrounds, join us at the Alliance Française 

Pretoria for this event. Come and participate at the Alliance Française of Pretoria, on the opening day 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 and/or during an evening dedicated to a francophone country. The 7th 

Francophonie Festival will open with H.E. Elisabeth Barbier, Ambassador to France in South Africa, and 

Jean Jacques Cornish, Alliance Française Pretoria President, featuring special guest speaker, Eddy 

Maloka, CEO of the APRM (African Peer Review Mechanism - http://aprm-au.org/). Each country 

participating will offer a stand presenting their culture, travel & tourism, and even a sample of their 

culinary delicacies.  

The cultural evenings that follow over the next two weeks, from the 14th to the 24th of March, will 

offer a variety of experiences; including concerts, films and theatre. One day dedicated to a different 

country. Starting with a concert on the 14th March, hosted by the French embassy, Takalo – Gizavo & 

Mhlanga, will enthrall with their musical stylings. Every evening brings something special, presenting 

the breadth and dynamism of the Francophone community. 

 

 

http://aprm-au.org/
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION OF LA FRANCOPHONIE: 

The International Organisation of La Francophonie represents one of the biggest linguistic zones in the 

world. Its members share more than just a common language. They also share the humanist values 

promoted by the French language. The French language and its humanist values represent the two 

cornerstones on which the International Organisation of La Francophonie is based. 

The International Organisation of La Francophonie was created in 1970. Its mission is to embody the 

active solidarity between its 80 member states and governments (57 members and 23 observers), 

which together represent over one-third of the United Nations’ member states and account for a 

population of over 890 million people, including 220 million French speakers. 

IOF organises political activities and actions of multilateral cooperation that benefit French-speaking 

populations. Its actions respect cultural and linguistic diversity and serve to promote the French 

language, peace and sustainable development. 

IOF has concluded 33 cooperation agreements with international and regional organisations and has 

established permanent dialogue between the major international linguistic zones (the English, 

Portuguese, Spanish, and Arab-speaking zones). 

 [http://www.francophonie.org/Welcome-to-the-International.html]  

 

MICHAËLLE JEAN 

Former Governor General Michaëlle Jean, of Canada, has been 

selected as the secretary-general of la Francophonie from the 1st 

of January 2015. Jean was chosen by consensus at the summit of 

French-speaking nations in Dakar, Senegal. The 57-year-old 

replaces Abdou Diouf, who held the post for 10 years. 

Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard characterized Jean as “the incarnation of this new vision of la 

Francophonie: modern, young and dynamic,” while New Brunswick Premier Brian Gallant described 

her as a “consensus builder who can represent the interests of francophone around the world.” 

[http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/micha%C3%ABlle-jean-chosen-as-new-head-of-la-francophonie-

1.2855138] 

[http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/michaelle-jean-appointment-as-francophonie-secretary-

general-wins-wide-applause] 

http://www.francophonie.org/Welcome-to-the-International.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/micha%C3%ABlle-jean-chosen-as-new-head-of-la-francophonie-1.2855138
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/micha%C3%ABlle-jean-chosen-as-new-head-of-la-francophonie-1.2855138
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/michaelle-jean-appointment-as-francophonie-secretary-general-wins-wide-applause
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/michaelle-jean-appointment-as-francophonie-secretary-general-wins-wide-applause
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Find out more and keep up-to-date: 

Tel: 012 343 6563 

Email: info.pretoria@alliance.org.za  

Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1299291456808499/ 

AF Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/AllianceFrancaisePTA  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/AF_Pretoria (@AF_Pretoria) #Francophonie2016  

Address: 99 Rivier Street, Sunnyside, Pretoria 0002 

Website: http://www.alliance.org.za  
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