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Toyi Toyi  
Artistic creation: Via Katlehong & Cie Hors-Série 
12-30 January | Gauteng | Dance  
Combining dance, theatre and the spoken word, Toyi Toyi is 
a choreographic piece for one dancer from HORS SERIE 
Company (Bordeaux – France) and three dancers from Via 
Katlehong Company (Katlehong – South Africa), based on 

the historical theme of post-apartheid. The title Toyi Toyi refers to a protest 
dance associated with activist songs originating in the streets. 
 

Céline Moinet 
Johannesburg International Mozart Festival 
27 January-8 February  
French oboist Céline Moinet takes part in the festival for a 
unique performance with pianist Florian Uhlig, which 
includes works by Robert Schumann, Richard Dubugnon, 
Antonio Pasculli and a world premiere performance of 

Peter Klatzow’s “Masks. Theme with five variations for oboe and piano”.  
 

Mame-Diarra Niang 
Creative Residency 
25 January-31 March | Johannesburg | Visual Arts 
French-Ivorian-Senegalese photographer Mame-Diarra 
Niang is in residency at the Stevenson Gallery, 
Johannesburg, to create a new exhibition. 
 
My Body My Space 
2-7 February | Johannesburg | Performing Arts  
The festival of public art happenings presents “Arias 
Programme” with works by French composers performed 
by sopranos Andiswa Makana and Nombuso Ndlandla, and 
“K.I.S.”, a public space installation and performance, by 
Reunionese choreographer and dancer Soraya Thomas on 

7 February. The festival co-ordinated by The Forgotten Angle Theatre 
Collaborative (FATC) plays out as a series of ‘guerrilla style’ art interventions, 
installations and live public performances, at the Oliver Tambo Cultural District in 
Watville in the City of Ekurhuleni.   
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Maelstrom  
Cape Town Electronic Music Festival  
6-8 February | Cape Town | Music 
French DJ and music producer Maelstrom joins the 
electronic music festival which presents local and 
international most interesting and innovative electronic 
artists. Hailing from an ancient French harbour city, 

Maelstrom grew up in Techno filled dark and grimy warehouses. Fusing together 
the sounds of classic Detroit techno with key elements of modern electro, with 
French class and sophistication. 

 
Michel Duport 
Creative residency 
12 February-2 March | Nirox Foundation 
Michel Duport art work isn’t based on the relation between 
painting and sculpture but on the transformation of the 
painting into sculpture. 
 

 
Sello Pesa 
Dance Umbrella  
26 February-15 March | Johannesburg | Dance 
South African choreographer Sello Pesa from Ntsoana 
Contemporary Dance Company presents his latest work 
"Simunye: We are one..." at the international dance festival 
Dance Umbrella. To create this work, Pesa collaborated 

with French researcher Dominique Malaquais. 
 
HIGHLIGHT: Francophonie  
March | Worldwide  
A series of events take place in the French network worldwide to celebrate the 
French language and Francophone cultures.  
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Book Launch: ‘Les Sud-Africains’ by Valérie Hirsch  
As part of the Francophonie celebrations 
5 March Pretoria, 11 March Johannesburg | Literature 
Free-lance Belgian journalist Valerie Hirsch, based in 
Johannesburg since 1996, explores the evolution of racial 
identities since 1994 in her book “Les Sud-Africains” (The 
South Africans), published in February in Paris. 

Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 

Book presentation: La route des clameurs  
by Ousmane Diarra 
As part of the Francophonie celebrations  
12 March | Johannesburg | Literature 
In his third novel, La route des clameurs, the Malian author 
explores the terror that happens in his country and shows 
how madness took possession of men. 

Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 

A Tribute to André Brink 
13 March | Johannesburg | Literature 
A tribute to André Brink and to his work, an evening to 
remember his legacy through readings of extracts of his 
books in as many languages as possible. 
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française 
Network 
 
Nicolas Fraissinet  
As part of the Francophonie celebrations 
17 March Johannesburg and Pretoria, Cape Town, Durban 
| Live Music 
Swiss musician, Fraissinet plays his voice as a vibrant 
instrument, full of emotions: pain or pleasure, the words 
inspire the variations. Nicolas Fraissinet is accompagnied by 

David Obeltz with a bass guitar and the guitarist and drummer Loic Molineri. 
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network and the Embassy 
of Switzerland. 
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Rumbaccordéon (France and Congo) 
As part of the Francophonie celebrations 
18 March  Pretoria, 19 March Maseru, 20 March  Cape 
Town, 21 March Durban, 22 March  Port Elizabeth, 24 
March  East London, 26 March  Mbabane, 27 March 
Johannesburg | Live Music 
The Rumbaccordéon duet offers a musical cross between 

Congolese rumba (Papa Noël) and French accordion (Viviane Arnoux).  
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 

Marema - 2014 RFI Discoveries Award Winner 
As part of the Francophonie celebrations 
21 March Durban, 22 March Port Elizabeth, 26 March Cape 
Town, 27 March Pretoria, 28 March Johannesburg, 1 April 
Maseru  
2014 RFI Discoveries Award Winner, Senegalese singer, 
Marema, strongly influenced by the acoustic music of Tracy 

Chapman, succeeds to the Burkinabe rapper, Smarty (2013 RFI Discoveries 
Award Winner). Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 

 
"Le premier homme", with Albert Camus  
by Jean-Paul Schintu (FR) 
As part of the Francophonie celebrations  
23 March & 26 March | Cape Town & Johannesburg | 
Theatre 
The play, adapted from French author Albert Camus’ last 
novel, is performed by French actor and director Jean-Paul 

Schintu. Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 
VPC Danse: Between Us and Derrière le Rideau 
As part of the Francophonie celebrations 
28 March | Johannesburg | Dance 
The double bill showcases South African choreographer 
Fana Tshabalala’s duet Between Us and Beninese 
choreographer Marcel Gbeffa’s solo Derrière le Rideau. 
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Book presentation: ‘On est foutu’ by Matthews Mngadi  
translated from Zulu to French by Michel Lafon 
As part of the Francophonie celebrations  
31 March Johannesburg & 1 April Pretoria | Literature 
Set in 1980s Apartheid-era, the story relates the challenging 
journey of a South African Zulu family who has to move to 
Durban to survive.  

Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 

Exhibition: Femmes en résistance 
From March to August | Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, 
Maseru, Durban, Pretoria, Johannesburg  
Photography Exhibition 
They represent more than half of humanity, but many 
women are still today, excluded from their country’s 
economic, political and social life. They are more vulnerable 

to poverty, lack of education and wars. This statement must not be omitted or 
overlooked. The photographer wanted to break the stereotypical representation 
that places “the” woman as a victim, and to recognise the fighting, visible or 
invisible, led by some. 
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 
 

Good France / Goût de France 
19 March | Worldwide | Gastronomy  
1,000 chefs from all over the world serve a "French dinner" 
on one night only, among them 7 restaurants in South 
Africa (Cape Town: 6 Spin Street, Frères Bistro, 
Johannesburg: EAT restaurant, Sel et Poivre, The Forum 

Company, Port Elizabeth: Summerstrand Hotel, Durban: Fusion).   
Presented with the support of Atout France 
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Time of the Writer: International Festival of Writers 
16-21 March | Durban | Literature 
The festival proposes a weeklong showcase set to provoke, 
inform and inspire interesting debates and panel 
discussions with guests including some of the world's finest 
novelists, authors and storytellers including Malian author 
Ousmane Diarra and SA author Matthews Mngadi. 
  
Quais du Polar 
27-29 March | Lyon, France | Literature 
Quais du Polar has become the key event of the detective 
and crime genre. SA crime author Mike Nichol two SA 
authors and one SA journalist are invited to take part to this 
firmly established festival in the French and European 
cultural scene. It is both recognised by the professionals and 

an ever-increasing audience attending the different events organised by the 
festival.  
 

Toyi Toyi (World Premiere) 
by Cie Hors Série (FR) and Via Katlehong (SA)  
2 & 3 April | Bordeaux, France | Dance 
Combining dance, theatre and the spoken word, Toyi Toyi is 
a choreographic piece for one dancer from Cie Hors Serie 
(Bordeaux – France) and three dancers from Via Katlehong 
Company (Katlehong – South Africa), based on the 

historical theme of post-apartheid. The title Toyi Toyi refers to a protest dance 
associated with activist songs originating in the streets. 
 
  



8 

Waterberg to Waterberg  
by Andrew Botelle 
9 April | Johannesburg, Gaborone and Mbabane 
Cine-Debate 
What happened to Samuel Maherero after the battle of the 
Waterberg in 1904? One minute he was the most 
influential leader in Namibia, the next he was running for 

his life with a bounty on his head. Following in this remarkable man's footsteps, 
Waterberg to Waterberg tells the history of the Herero migrations across 
Southern Africa more than 100 years ago. A journey of a thousand miles, on 
horseback and by foot, from the Waterberg Mountain in Namibia to the 
Waterberg Mountain in South Africa. The screening will be followed by a debate 
with Andrew Botelle, the film director. Presented with the support of the 
Alliance Française Network 

 
Pierre Dutot (FR) 
20 April-3 May | Cape Town | Music 
French trumpeter will perform concerts (trumpet and strings 
orchestra) and lead masterclasses at the College of Music of 
UCT, an additional concert will take place at the 
Greenmarket Square Church (trumpet and organ).  
 

HIGHLIGHT: Month of Europe’s Cultures / EuropeFest 
May | Worldwide  
A series of events take place worldwide to celebrate Europe’s cultural 
diversity. 
 

European Film Festival #2015 | A Woman’s World 
As part of the Month of Europe’s Cultures / EuropeFest 
8-17 May | Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg, Pretoria | 
Cinema 
The programme presents the best of contemporary 
European films produced in the last two years and screened 
for the first time in South Africa. For the second edition, the 

theme revolves around A Woman’s World. 
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Museology Seminar | EUNIC  
As part of the Month of Europe’s Cultures / EuropeFest  
26-29 May | Johannesburg  
This four-day event with European and South African 
partners aims at engaging with the youth and developing 
new audiences and curatorial skills with South African 
Museums, galleries and art places.   

Presented by EUNIC South Africa. 
 

Franschhoek Literary Festival 
15-17 May | Literature 
The emphasis of the festival is on informal discussions and 
spirited debates between several writers with a 
chairperson, or one-on-one conversations, and talks. 
French author Romain Puertolas will be among the guests 
as well as French crime authors, Olivier Truc and Franck 

Thilliez, and Hélène Fischbach, the artistic director of the French literary festival 
Quais du Polar. 
 

Africa Day  
25 May | Africa  
Annual commemoration of the Africa Union with a 
celebration of the African culture throughout the continent. 
 
 
 

 
Poni Hoax (FR) 
May | South Africa | Music 
Although French electronica has been inarguably cool since 
the rise of Air in the mid-'90s, Poni Hoax are likely the first 
band to fuse the sophistication of Gallic dance beats with 
solid rock & roll attitude (imagine if the Strokes really were 
as cool and debonair as they pretend to be) and a soupçon 

of the lyrical perversity and overall suavity last seen in French pop when Serge 
Gainsbourg was at the height of his powers. 
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Cameron Harris 
ManiFeste  
10-14 June | Paris, France| Digital Arts 
L’Institut Français (Paris) organises the first “Focus” 
dedicated to contemporary music, in the framework of 
Manifeste, Ircam’s yearly festival. 50 foreign professionals 
from various countries are invited in Paris, to experience 

the diversity of French musical creation and discover new art forms and tools. 
Cameron Harris from Wits University is invited to take part to this edition of the 
festival. 

 
HIGHLIGHT: Fête de la Musique 
27 June, Newtown | Worldwide 
The Fête de la Musique is back with local and international 
live music on the streets. In Johannesburg, it takes place in 
Newtown Cultural Precinct on 27 June. 
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française 
Network 

 
Day of the Giants  
By Jill Richards (SA) 

29 June | Johannesburg | Music 
Day of the Giants is a tribute to French composer, Pierre Boulez, 

which includes music by Boulez, Cage and Stockhausen, as well as 

discussions and a film. 

 

Culture Set Second Edition | Design 

June | Publication 

Culture Set is a series of booklets around themes linked to 

the programming of IFAS, and following the tradition of the 

Skill Set series and TAXI Art Book Educational Supplements 

for which DKP has become well-known. This first edition of Culture Set was 

entirely dedicated to gastronomy. 
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Quand même  
Artistic creation by Jean-Paul Delore (FR) 
July | Theatre & Performing Arts 
French director Delore returns to South Africa for another 
artistic creation based on Macbeth. No stranger to SA, 
Delore has worked on various projects since 2009, namely 
on Ster City with Nick Welsh and Lindiwe Matshikiza. 

 

National Arts Festival and  
Standard Bank Grahamstown Jazz Festival 
2-12 July | Johannesburg | Multi-disciplinary & Music 
The National Arts Festival is the biggest annual celebration 
of the arts on the African continent. Moreover the Standard 
Bank Grahamstown Jazz Festival incorporates innovative 
jazz performances, rehearsals, workshops and lectures. Last 

year, Herbert’s Dream and the musical project Echoes to Abdullah Ibrahim were 
performed with the support of IFAS.  

 
Durban International Film Festival & Durban FilmMart 
16-26 July & 17-20 July | Durban | Cinema 
This year the Durban FilmMart welcomes again Produire au 
Sud, the Festival des 3 Continents in Nantes, France. The 
Festival des 3 Continents is an annual film festival, held 
since 1979, and focuses on film originating from Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. Produire au Sud is a workshop 

programme within this festival, which focuses on the development of film co-
productions, and aims to familiarize young producers based on these continents 
with a variety of important tools and international co-production techniques. 

 
Semaine du Goût (Week of Taste) 
September | South Africa & Zimbabwe | Gastronomy 
Following the success of the first edition, a series of 
workshops around healthy eating will take place in schools 
in South Africa.  
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française 
Network  
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Open Book Cape Town  
9-13 September | Cape Town | Literature 
Since its inception in 2011, the festival has quickly grown 
into a festival that now includes over 100 events, featuring 
over 100 local and international authors. 
 
 
La Route du Jazz  
Exhibition by Samuel Nja Kwa (FR) 
September-October | Durban| Visual Arts 
French photographer and journalist Samuel Nja Kwa 
retraces the history of music in Africa throughout the world. 
The exhibition is based on his book, launched in 2014, 
which contains portraits and interviews. 
 
Metropolis 
October | Johannesburg, Cape Town, Maseru | Cine-
Concert 
German director Fritz Lang’s Metropolis (1927) is a fable of 
good and evil fighting it out in a futuristic urban dystopia. 
Presented with the support of the Alliance Française 
Network 

 
Kunjanimation  
 November | Cape Town | Audiovisual 
In addition to screening internationally-acclaimed animated 
feature films, Kunjanimation is a platform promoting the 
animation industry and provides a unique opportunity to 
network directly with the international industry with a view 
to forging creative, working relationships that build our local 

industry.  
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Cirquons Flex 
November| Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth and Maseru | 
Circus 
Cirquons Flex is a Reunionese circus company founded by 

Virginie Le Flaouter and Vincent Maillot. Through 

collaborations with artists from various backgrounds, they 

present transdisciplinary works with a strong artistic 

statement.  

Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 

 

Bambo Sibiya (SA)  
Exhibition Tour 
2015 | South Africa and Lesotho | Visual Arts  
The 2012 Absa L’Atelier Gerard Sekoto Award winner 
presents his exhibition of ‘Umlambo uzwiwa nge dondolo’ 
he created following a at the Cité Internationale des Arts de 
Paris as part of his prize.  

Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 
Mbavhalelo Nekhavhambe (SA) 
Creative Residency 
October-December | Paris, France | Visual Arts 
The 2014 Absa Atelier Gerard Sekoto Award winner 
Mbavhalelo Nekhavhambe spends three months residency 
at the Cité Internationale  des Arts de Paris to create an 
exhibition which will be shown in SA and Lesotho. 

Presented with the support of the Alliance Française Network 
 
 

The French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and the 

Alliance Française Network wish to express their 

gratitude to the artists and partners who made this  

Cultural Season possible. 
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French Institute of South Africa 
Food-for-thought provider “à la française”, the French Institute of South Africa 
(IFAS) was established in the Newtown Cultural Precinct in 1995. After 16 years 
in Newtown, IFAS moved to the up and coming area, Braamfontein, in November 
2011. Since its inception, the organisation which consists of IFAS-Culture, IFAS-
Research and Dibuka, has been a key player on the Johannesburg and Southern 
African artistic, cultural, academic and literary scenes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
French Institute of South Africa 
Institut Français d’Afrique du Sud 
Cultural agency for the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Embassy of France in South Africa 
 
Publicity contact: 
Eléonore Godfroy 
T +27 (0)11 403 0458 
comm.culture@ifas.org.za 
 
62 Juta Street 
Braamfontein 
Johannesburg 2001 
 
www.ifas.org.za  

  IFASCulture 
  @FrenchCinemaZA / @IF_SouthAfrica / @FrenchEmbassyZA  

http://www.ifas.org.za/
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The Alliance Française Network 

The Alliance Française is a world-wide nonprofit, apolitical and non-religious 
network devoted to promoting French language and Francophone cultures. The 
Alliance Française is the world’s largest French teaching centre with over 1,000 
organisations in 134 countries, serving over 350 000 students every year, 
recognised and sponsored by the French government. 
 
The Alliance Française in Southern Africa comprises French language training 
centres in Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zimbabwe, 
teaching French to over 5,000 students a year, with more than 100 teachers. The 
Alliance Française also offers a variety of workshops that make the learning 
experience more fun (French through music, French cuisine, theatre, travel...) as 
well as special programs for youngsters. 
 
 

 
 

 
The Alliance Française of Johannesburg 

 
Publicity contact: 
Justine Guschlbauer 
T +27 (0)11 646 1169 
culture.jhb@alliance.org.za  
 
17 Lower Park Drive 
Corner Kerry Road 
Parkview - Johannesburg 
 
www.alliance.org.za  

  AllianceFrancaiseJHB 
  @AFJoburg 

mailto:culture.jhb@alliance.org.za
http://www.alliance.org.za/
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