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Réception LAMAP 

16 October at the French Residence 

 

 

Prof  Himla Soodyall, deputy chair of the Academy of Science in 

South Africa (ASSAF) STEM committee, who is representing 

Pr. Fritz Hahne, chair of the Stem Committee,  

Dear members of the Gauteng Provincial Department of 

Education and Gauteng schools,  

Mrs Albine Courdent and Mrs Anne Goube, trainers for “La 

main à la pâte”,  

Members of the media, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

 

It is a real honor for me to receive such an impressive number 

of distinguished guests - this is further proof of the fruitful 

collaboration between South Africa and France. 

 

This event is of high importance for us all, as we are celebrating 

the success of a co-operation project in education, which is a 

priority for both countries, and in science, one of the 

cornerstones of any country’s economic development and  

prosperity. 
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South Africa is faced with the challenge of improving the quality 

of science and technology teaching, which is crucial to build a 

strong and high-performing education system.  

 

A significant shift from the traditional teacher-centered 

"education" to an approach involving the child, pupil has to be 

reached, and can only be achieved through trainers’ capacity 

building. This was the driving force which guided the 

implementation of the French programme “La Main à la pâte” – 

LAMAP - in South Africa, an initiative dedicated to the 

introduction of the Inquiry Based Scientific Education (IBSE) in 

selected primary schools in Gauteng.  

 

Two years ago, the ASSAf, in partnership with the French 

Academy of Sciences and the foundation “La main à la Pâte”, 

with the support of the national and provincial departments of 

education, launched a pilot phase of the LAMAP project. The 

French inquiry-based science teaching method was introduced 

to South African trainers in November 2012 by two volunteers 

working for LAMAP, Anne and Albine, who returned in 2013 

and again this week for the third and last training session as 

part of the pilot phase. I want to thank them warmly, as well as 

the Foundation “La Main à la pâte”, for sharing their knowledge 

and experience in teaching science at primary school level, with 

such an unwavering commitment and energy.  
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The success of the project was driven by the good preparation 

and support they provided to the local trainers, who then 

endeavored to implement the method in Gauteng schools.   

 

At this point, and on behalf of the French Academy of Sciences 

and the French Government, I would like to sincerely thank all 

South Africans involved in the project, who are working hard to 

offer better scientific education to South African pupils. Gauteng 

Department of Education members, all university professors, 

school teachers, the Lycée Jules Verne, ASSAf staff, thank you 

all for your great efforts, your enthusiasm and your dedication. 

Your involvement in the IBSE programme will unleash its 

potential for a long term impact, and will ensure that the method 

is efficiently adapted to the specific requirements of local 

schools.  After these two years of encouraging achievements, I 

am very confident that the project will be extended further 

throughout the country. 

 

The science advisors of the Gauteng Department of Education 

are noticeably much more qualified to talk about the impact on 

the efficiency of science teaching they have been able to 

assess.  Allow me to focus on the importance of LAMAP in the 

relationship between France and South Africa. 
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Inquiry-based science education aims to stimulate the curiosity 

of pupils in science and technology, a domain where the link 

between our countries is extremely dynamic, rich and diverse. 

Our scientific collaboration has traditionally had two pillars that I 

consider equally important.  

 

The first pillar is research and technology development at the 

highest level. This aspect is highlighted through particularly 

dynamic and vibrant current events, with no less than 4 

workshops and conferences being prepared, as well as the 

launch of a new training programme supported by the DST, the 

DAFF and the ARC, and finally the “French days”, another 

legacy of the French-South African seasons which have 

become a not-to-be-missed celebration in South African 

universities. The areas in which this collaboration takes place 

spans over most scientific fields, ranging from agriculture to 

humanities, environmental sciences to space engineering, ICT 

to biology and medicine, as well as astronomy.  
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The other pillar of the bilateral relationship is public outreach 

and scientific education. This is the main focus of today’s 

function, with the celebration of “La main à la pâte”, and reflects 

a series of events which occurred during the French season in 

South Africa and more recently, such as a big exhibition on 

chemistry that is ongoing at the Sci-Bono Centre in 

Johannesburg, or the exhibition on the Sahara Desert at the 

Origins Center, which ended yesterday.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, we are approaching the 

end of the French involvement in the LAMAP project, a 

particularly exciting example of scientific cooperation between 

France and South Africa, which was even acknowledged by the 

Minister of Science and Technology Naledi Pandor. My belief is 

that the main objectives of this bilateral programme have been 

reached, in other words : the ball is now in your camp !.  France 

is really proud to have contributed to the fruitful outcomes of 

trainers’ professional development and the enhancement of 

pupils’ motivation and curiosity. Today’s event is the culmination 

of a tremendous partnership, and I hope the beginning of a 

South African success-story in scientific education.  


