
 

 

Let’s End It Now: Fighting Rape and Ill health at Leeuwkop 

Lifeline Johannesburg, Just Detention International – South Africa, and OUT 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender (LGBT) Wellbeing have come together to work on a 

ground-breaking initiative with the Leeuwkop Correctional Centre to tackle sexual violence 

behind bars and build sensitivity on Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender/Intersex (LGBTI) 

issues. This initiative is based on the key learning that tackling homophobia is central to 

addressing sexual violence in prisons; and that given the information, tools and 

management support, most stakeholders are eager to collaborate to tackle sexual violence 

and build safety for vulnerable inmates. 

The aim is to establish safety for inmates vulnerable to sexual abuse at Leeuwkop, including 

gay, bisexual and transgender prisoners who are typically targets of sexual violence 

behind bars. The focus is both on preventing this violence at Leeuwkop and ensuring that 

survivors of prisoner rape can get the support they need to heal and move forward with 

healthy lives.  In addition, the project is a pilot initiative aimed at providing lessons and 

models to inform national implementation of an essential new policy — the Policy to Address 

the Sexual Abuse of Inmates in DCS facilities (Sexual Abuse Policy) —which the 

Department of Correctional Services (DCS) approved in 2013, but has not yet implemented. 

The project targets correctional officers, other staff at Leeuwkop, inmates, and external 

stakeholders to build sensitivity to LGBTI issues and competencies to address prisoner rape. 

While the ultimate aim is to ensure safety for vulnerable inmates, beneficiaries include staff, 

stakeholders, and the communities to which inmates return following their release.  

A key strength of the project is the collaboration of 3 partners that each brings very 

different knowledge and expertise, each of which is essential to tackling abuses 

behind bars.   

Lifeline Johannesburg: LifeLine Johannesburg is an emotional wellness organization with 

a core focus on gender issues, sexual reproductive health, HIV/Aids and trauma (which 

includes sexual trauma). LifeLine offers several programmes free to the community namely 

Mobile HIV/Aids counselling and testing, Victim Empowerment at 17 police stations, 

adolescent sexual reproductive health programmes in schools, schools counselling, as well 

as telephone and face-to-face counselling for adults and adolescents 

For Lifeline, the project provides the opportunity to extend to the prison context, Lifeline’s 

extensive experience in sexual trauma and rape counselling of vulnerable groups; and in 

support and containment for service providers.  

Just Detention International–South Africa: JDI-SA is a health and human rights 

organisation dedicated to ending sexual violence and ill-health in places of detention. It 

works to hold government accountable for inmate safety, and helps build its capacity to do 

   



so. It also works with survivors of prisoner rape and the media to challenge ill-informed, 

discriminatory attitudes about sexual abuse behind bars. JDI-SA’s founder, JDI, led the 

drafting of the Sexual Abuse Policy in 2009, (working closely with the Centre for the Study of 

Violence and Reconciliation and the DCS) and JDI-SA has already conducted a first phase 

of the pilot project at Leeuwkop, which led to calls from Leeuwkop staff that the project be 

continued and expanded.  

OUT: OUT has been in existence for 21 years and it the second oldest LGBTI community 

organisation in South Africa. Over the years OUT has trained more than 8000 health care 

workers, had more than 7000 clinic appointments, and have achieved more than 33 000 

peer contacts. For OUT, the project provides the opportunity to apply its unique knowledge 

and experience in a new context — prisons. OUT will apply its training experience with 

health care workers as well as its experience in working with psycho-social support to sexual 

vulnerable groups. OUT conducts sensitivity and training sessions with all targeted 

Leeuwkop staff and inmates, and is providing input to the broader project’s data collection, 

analysis, and strategy development. JDI-SA has a long relationship with OUT through 

collaborations to address sexual violence in prisons.  

 

  

  
 

 


