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The French school opens a new campus in 

Sea Point in order to foster its growth and 

diversification. 

 

On Tuesday 14 October, the French School 

of Cape Town will inaugurate its new 

campus, located in Sea Point. This event 

represents a milestone for both the 

French School and the neighbourhood of 

Sea Point.  

 

The French School of Cape Town is an establishment combining a spirit of excellence with an open-minded 

and modern approach to teaching. The Sea Point campus, located in King’s Road, will welcome the pre-

primary and primary school students of the French School. The facilities have been entirely refurbished and 

modernized with an overall investment of R19 million. 

Considering the central role played by this project in the larger rejuvenation programme of Sea Point and 

educational services in Cape Town, the Western Cape Province Premier Helen Zille, the MEC for Education 

Debbie Schäfer and the MEC for Transport and Public Works Donald Grant  will be present.  

 

A school combining excellence and diversity 

The opening of the new Sea Point campus marks a milestone for the French School. It will foster its 

diversification strategy and enable more South African and international families to offer their children a 

bilingual curriculum in English and French, which remains the most spoken language throughout Africa. 

The curriculum of the French School is internationally recognized by the largest network of international 

schools in the world, the Association of French Schools Abroad (AEFE, comprising 485 schools in 130 

countries) and the Cambridge examination programme.  

Since its inception in 2007, the bilingual curriculum has attracted a number of South African and 

international non-French families supplementing the growing pool of French families settled in Cape Town. 

The French School is now indeed host to over 400 students from twenty-eight different nationalities, 41% 

of the students being non-French among which 25% are South African. Students follow a curriculum based 

on the very high standards of the French education system, implemented by highly qualified teachers, both 

French and South African.  

In order to foster the diversification of the school and its commitment to the values of equality of 

opportunity and diversity, the inauguration of the Sea Point campus will be accompanied by the 



 

 

concurrent launch of a yearly bursary covering all school fees for a deserving student of the community 

who may not otherwise have had the chance to attend the school. The bursary will be awarded based on 

academic potential and economic means. After a few years, this bursary programme will correspond to R1 

million annually spent on deserving students from the local community.   

 

Best-in-class facilities for innovative teaching 

The King’s Road facilities, previously occupied by the Tafelberg Junior School, had been vacant since 2010. 

In 2012, the Western Cape Government issued a competitive public tender for the occupation of the 

location. In 2013, the French school was awarded the tender among the seven competing projects, for a 

market-related lease of thirty years (with an additional possible 10 year extension).  

The renovations started in January 2014 and were completed in August 2014. The French School invested 

R13.5 million in the renovation of the building and over R2 million in technological and pedagogical 

materials. The Western Cape government contributed a financial input of R3.6 million for new roof 

finishes, storm water goods, insulation and ceilings.    

The upgrade of the building included a general refurbishment of the infrastructures, the equipment of the 

building with energy-efficient electric and water systems complying with the highest standards, as well as a 

newly designed garden. In order to aacknowledge its commitment to sustainable development in 

education, the French School was awarded the WESSA (Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) 

Eco-School label.  

The campus opened in early September 2014 for the school’s new academic year. The children from grade 

1 to 6 will now be taught in a spacious and modern environment dedicated to a top-class education. The 

building indeed comprises a new library and a refurbished multi-functional sports hall. In addition, each 

class room will be equipped with five computers, a projector and IPads, in order to supplement traditional 

teaching with innovative pedagogical content such as e-learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Resources 

The French school: thirty years of growth and excellence.   

The idea of the French School of Cape Town grew within the French community of the Mother City from 1985, when the APEC 

(association of parents of Cape Town) was set up to create the French School of Cape Town around the key principles and values 

of the French education and scholarship.  

In September 1987, the first school year started and pupils and teachers were hosted in a South African School (Milnerton High 

School). Three years later, in 1990, the school moved to St Cyprian’s (Oranjezicht) to enable its expansion. At the same time the 

school was accredited by the Agency for French Teaching Abroad (AEFE) which guarantees the compliance of the curriculum and 

scholarship with the guidelines and requirements of the French Ministry of Education. 

A key step was reached in 1993 as the French School acquired Patrick’s House (Hope Street) from the South African Catholic 

authorities. This building is situated in Gardens, near the French Consulate and the South African Parliament. 

In 2007, the school introduced the teaching of English as a key element of its curriculum while maintaining the official French 

curriculum. This fundamental change, now consolidated by the Cambridge programme, opened the school to a new public of 

international and South African families. 

As a result, the school grew twofold and in 2009, anticipating an increasing number of pupils and students, the school building 

was extended by adding a level onto the building in Hope Street and the Sea Point project was launched in 2012.  

The attractiveness of the French School and the latest academic and infrastructure developments offers the potential for further 

growth. The Cape Town French School expects to double its student body over the next 10 years. 

History of the Sea Point Campus 

The new campus of the French School started as King’s Road Primary school in the 1930s. In the 1970s a sports hall was built as 

well as an extra wing on the South side of the classroom block.  In 1984 King’s Road Primary amalgamated with Sea Point Boys 

Junior School. Tafelberg Junior then took over the school until June 2010 when they moved to a newly built school in Bothasig, 

combining the junior and senior Tafelberg schools. The premises were empty since June 2010. 

In July 2012 the Department of Public Works and Transport of the Western Cape Province put out a tender for the use of the 

land on a 30 year lease basis. The French School was declared the preferred bidder and renovations and construction of a new 

library began in January 2014. Construction and installation were completed in August 2014 for a total of about R18M. 

Project financial and in-kind contributors 

In addition to the indispensable commitment of several families, the following organisations supported the project financially: 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 

 

About the event 

Host Cape Town French School 

Event type Official opening 

Date of event 14 October 2014 

Venue address Cape Town French School, 
Cnr of Tramway Road & Kings Road, 
Sea Point, Cape Town 

Time of visit and questions of journalists 3pm – 3.30pm 

Beginning of the event 4pm 

Theme of the event Inauguration of new primary campus of the 
Cape Town French School 

Host   Christophe Viarnaud, President of French 
School Management Board,  

 Philippe Algranti, Principal of French 
School Cape Town 

 Sandra Charpentier, AEFE Zone Inspector 

Special guests  Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape 

 Elisabeth Barbier, French Ambassador to 
South Africa 

 Debbie Schäfer, MEC for Education 

 Donald Grant, MEC for Transport and 
Public Works 

 Beverley Schäfer, MWCPL 

 Ward 54 Counsellor Jacques Weber 

 Claudine Lepage, Senator representing 
overseas French citizens 

 Xavier d’Argoeuves, Consul of France in 
Cape Town 

Estimated number of attendees 350-400 

Press contacts  Christophe Challe (060 863 42 16) 

 Malvina Roudey (079 445 80 18) 
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