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Remnants, an exhibition of fragments/remainders of the huge silk banners, that were part of Paul 

Emmanuel’s installation entitled The Lost Men France, opens today at 6.30pm at Freedom Park in 

Pretoria.  

The Lost Men France, which consisted of five printed silk banners, each 5m by 5m in size, was chosen 

by the French government as an official exhibition in remembrance of the First World War. It was 

installed adjacent to the Thiepval monument, in the Somme region of Northern France in 2014, and 

was on display for three months. 

This monument pays tribute to French, British and white South African soldiers who lost their lives 

between 1915 and 1918 in battles in the Somme area. 

The installation is part of Emmanuel’s bigger remembrance project called The Lost Men, a series of 

place-specific, temporary, outside exhibitions/installations or anti-memorials that speak to the idea 

of remembrance and monuments.  

Each one of his works was erected at different battlefields.  

The Lost Men Grahamstown was erected on Monument Hill in 2004 and The Lost Men Mozambique 

was erected in 2007 at the Catembe Quay in Maputo. 

These works do not to glorify war but rather explores manliness and exhibits the male body as fragile 

and vulnerable.  

Printed on the banners of The Lost Men France are pictures of different parts of Emmanuel’s body 

imprinted with the names of soldiers who died on the Western Front during WWI - without reference 

to rank, nationality or ethnicity.  

In contrast with the Thiepval monument, Emmanuel’s work also includes the names of German and 

black South African soldiers, thereby questioning their exclusion from the monument. 

As part of Remnants, photographs of Emmanuel’s previous anti-memorials will be exhibited along 

with a short film about his production of The Lost Men France and the actual plaster molds he used 

to make the impressions on his body.  

Remnants, presented by the French Institute of South Africa, will run until 31 July 2015. 

 

 


