
MEDIA STATEMENT 
 
Nobel Laureate Professor Françoise Barré-Sinoussi visits South Africa 
 
Reckoned scientist and Nobel Laureate Professor Françoise Barré-Sinoussi of the Institut 
Pasteur is visiting South Africa from 13th to 18th of April at the invitation of the Centre of the 
AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA). She has joined the Scientific 
Advisory Board of CAPRISA for a three-year term on the Board and it will be her first visit to 
South Africa in that position. As scientific advisor to the Board of CAPRISA, Professor Barré-
Sinoussi will play an active role in guiding South African AIDS research on its future research 
ideas and plans. 
 
At the invitation of the Embassy of France in South Africa, Professor Françoise Barré-Sinoussi 
will make a stopover in Gauteng on 16th and 17th April and meet the South African National 
AIDS Council (SANAC). She will also be the host of Sci-Bono Discovery Centre in 
Johannesburg to address high school learners on important role that women scientists play 
in health science. On the same day, still in Sci-Bono Discovery Centre, she will attend a 
colloquium on the current state and future direction of international research into the 
prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS in developing countries, through a panel discussion 
with prominent South African experts in this area. 
 
Professor Barré-Sinoussi is presently the Director of the Retroviral Infections unit at the 
Institut Pasteur of Paris. She is a highly respected virologist who has made seminal 
contributions during her 30-year scientific career. Her discovery in 1983 of the retrovirus 
that is known as Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), led to the first diagnostic tests for 
HIV and has been the basis for development of antiretroviral drugs and HIV vaccines. 
Françoise Barré-Sinoussi is author and co-author of more than 280 original publications. 
Through her career, she received dozens of national or international awards, the main one 
being the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 2008. In February 2009 she was elected member of the 
National Academy of Science and elevated at the rank of Commander of the Legion of Honor 
in France. She is the Immediate Past President of the International AIDS Society (IAS). She is 
at the origin of the IAS « Towards an HIV Cure » initiative. 
 
Professor Barré-Sinoussi has actively promoted and championed the integration between 
AIDS research and programmes in resources limited countries through the Institute Pasteur 
International Network and her role in the French National Agency for Research on AIDS and 
Viral Hepatitis (ANRS). She has a strong commitment to building capacity and providing 
training for researchers from Africa and Asia. 
 
Founded in 1887 and based in France, the Institut Pasteur is an international research 
institute of excellence with a mission to advance science, medicine and public health. The 
Institut Pasteur is a private, non-profit foundation. Today the Institut Pasteur is recognized 
as a birthplace of microbiology, immunology and molecular biology. From the very start, 
Institut Pasteur scientists took a leading role in enhancing the world’s knowledge of the 
structures and functions of living organisms, infectious agents and the diseases they cause. 



Some scientists were behind the discovery of toxoids, BCG, sulfonamides and antihistamines. 
Others played a key role in the emergence of molecular biology, neuroscience and genetic 
engineering. Ten Institut Pasteur scientists were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine for their discoveries and research, Prof. Barré-Sinoussi being one of them. 

Alongside the Institut Pasteur in Paris, there emerged the Institut Pasteur International 
Network (RIIP) and associated institutes. The network now has 35 institutes on every 
continent worldwide, including several in Africa (Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ivory 
Coast, Madagascar, Senegal), all linked by the same missions and values. The foundation of 
RIIP resides in the sustainability of its structures, involvement of its researchers and 
strengthening of human resources. 
 
The Network contributes to the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases by: 
 
1. Research activities focusing on the main transmissible bacterial, parasitic or viral 

diseases. Special relationships with the laboratories of other institutes belonging to the 
Network enable technology transfer and the implementation of leading-edge biological 
methods in environments which would otherwise be unable to have access to such 
developments 

2. Public health activities, particularly as national reference centers and WHO collaborating 
centers to collaborate in national programs to fight against infectious diseases. These 
activities also include field investigations, backed by the operation of the laboratories 
that then process numerous organic samples.  

3. Training activities, not only to personnel Institutes but also to external staff, technicians 
or students, who may then use their experience in other regional or national or bodies. 

 
The Network's activities are divided across these three missions, with a focus on: 
 
 Major diseases with epidemic potential (HIV / AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria ...) 
 Upstream research for new vaccines and therapies 
 Emerging diseases (dengue fever, encephalitis, hemorrhagic fever, chikungunya ...) 
 Security health activities (surveillance and outbreaks intervention) 
 Surveillance and research on resistance to anti-infective. 
 Neglected diseases 
 
The Embassy of France is greatly honored by the visit of Prof. Barré-Sinoussi in South Africa 
and her contribution to the national research agenda against HIV/AIDS. Since the beginning 
of the epidemic, France has been very much involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS, in 
research as well as in the implementation of control program. France has been one of the 
first countries promoting universal access to antiretroviral treatment. In South Africa, 
France’s financial support to the fight against HIV/AIDS is mainly channelled through 
multilateral initiatives such as the Global Fund against HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis.  
 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria was set up in 2002, with an active 
support of France. It has since become one of the main international sources of funding for 
health programmes. The Global Fund has been widely praised for its achievements and has 
been described as the “most successful innovation in foreign assistance over the past 



decade”. France’s is the second largest contributor to the Fund, with a current commitment 
of €360 million per annum. 
 
In South Africa, since 2002, the Global Fund has committed approximately $750 million to 
support programmes against HIV/ AIDS and TB. From this amount, more than $105 million 
are coming from France. These programs have been carried out by national and provincial 
government departments and by civil society organisations. 
 
France also actively participates in research against HIV trough the French Research Agency 
against AIDS and Viral Hepatites (ANRS) in France and all around the world. Two important 
projects have been carried out in South Africa with ANRS financial support: 
 
 The "Bophelo Pele Project", implemented in the township of Orange Farm (Gauteng 

province) from 2007 to 2011, has confirmed the effectiveness of medical male 
circumcision in prevention of HIV infection. As a consequence of this study, male 
circumcision is currently recommended by WHO and UNAIDS as a preventive measure 
against HIV infection. 
 

 The “Treatment as Prevention” (TasP) pilot project in Hlabisa, Kwazulu-Natal, currently 
under implementation by the Africa Centre and the Institut de santé publique, 
d’épidémiologie et de développement from Bordeaux. This study, started in 2011, with a 
€3 million grant from ANRS aims to demonstrate that antiretroviral therapy initiated 
immediately after diagnosis of HIV-infection may decrease HIV incidence in the 
surrounding population. The first phase has been completed in December 2013. The 
second phase continues from 2014 until 2016, with a new ANRS funding of €3 million. 


