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The lives 
of Africans 
do matter

I
N LIGHT of last week’s article “I am
not Charlie”, as the representative of
France in South Africa I wish to
emphasise a few facts about the
events of the past weeks and our

presence in the Central African Republic
(CAR).

France equally respects the opinion
of whomever feels he or she is, or isn’t,
Charlie.The purpose of the freedom of
expression is to ensure each and every-
one is able to express their opinion
freely.The millions who demonstrated
around the world on January 11 under
the “I am Charlie” banner not only
denounced terrorism, they marched in
the name of freedom.To that extent,
they also marched for the rights of those
who aren’t Charlie.

The freedom of expression is an
inalienable right, which has been part of
France’s Declaration of Human Rights
since 1789. But some claims on the
opinion page call for clarification in
order to not mislead readers.

Regarding CAR, France is not
involved in Birao and no French military
are present in the province of Vakaga,
where Birao is situated, nor has any
French soldier been sent to this city
since the beginning of the French
operation, Sangaris.

Operation Sangaris might be
deployed there soon for the first time at
the request of the transition authorities
of CAR in order to secure the local con-
sultations to be held.These are part of
the CAR reconciliation process, which
the international community supports.

Alleging that France has been acting
in Birao is, in itself, purely fictional. But
accusing its soldiers of committing any
crime constitutes defamation.

French soldiers, along with many
African soldiers, were deployed in CAR
because they were asked to do so by the
transition authorities of CAR and by a
unanimous resolution adopted by the
UN Security Council, fearing an immi-
nent genocide.

French soldiers didn’t choose to be
deployed in CAR.They were asked by 
the international community to serve in
order to protect thousands of lives,
African lives.

The African-led International Support
Mission to the CAR (Misca) was an AU
peacekeeping mission. It has now been
replaced by the UN Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilisation Mission 
(Minusca). Its military forces originate
from various countries, among which are
seven African countries.

Many of these African soldiers have
also served within Misca, alongside
Sangaris soldiers.

France is proud to support Minusca
and to help the CAR civilians.

French soldiers as well as the other
members of this operation are risking
their lives to do so.

In this regard, one could hardly pre-
tend that black lives matter less than
white lives.War does not make a differ-
ence between black and white, nor does
a bullet. Soldiers and civilians have died,
whites and blacks, Europeans and
Africans, in an effort to end the violence.

■ Barbier is the French Ambassador
to South Africa.

T
HERE is a popular saying
among Nigerian elders that
madmen enjoy the shame
and folly of dancing naked
in the marketplace.

I was reminded of this when a 
civil servant asked me, on Friday
morning, whether a private celebra-
tion of SABC chief operating officer
Hlaudi Motsoeneng’s 20 years of serv-
ice with the public broadcaster was a
worthy piece of news.

For those who are not aware, Mot-
soeneng’s celebration party was allo-
cated a prime time slot during SABC’s
7am news bulletin on Friday. 

SABC reporters and cameramen
were summoned to produce a good
narrative and television pictures of
this shameless charade.

Also in attendance were unknown
praise singers and characters who go
by the name of the Hlaudi Motsoe-
neng Coalition. 

Some of them are said to have ben-
efited immensely from Motsoeneng’s
unprecedented maladministration at
the SABC.

They were all captured on camera
heaping praise after praise on this
cantankerous SABC man for his
“20-year milestone”.

My reaction to the civil servant’s
question was: “This can happen only
at the SABC.” For under Motsoeneng,
the SABC has lost even its last shred
of respectability and credibility as a
result of mismanagement.

However, Motsoeneng’s sheer mad-
ness must be taken in its proper con-
text. The insanity evident in Motsoe-
neng’s actions has the endorsement of
Communications Minister Faith
Muthambi.

Muthambi left many gasping for
air this week in her tirade against DA
MP Gavin Davis, who had criticised
her for her alleged interference in the
day-to-day running of the SABC.

She is rumoured to have written
letters to some members of the SABC
board, asking them to give reasons
why they should not be suspended.

Those board members are
rumoured to be trying to implement
Public Protector Thuli Madonsela’s
recommendation, confirmed by a
high court judgment, that Motsoe-
neng be suspended and disciplined for
fraudulent behaviour.

Muthambi argued that she was
responsible for the day-to-day running
of the SABC board. 

She said she was the sole share-
holder in the SABC acting on behalf
of the government. 

She is wrong and must be excused
on the grounds of ignorance.

It is common knowledge that the
board is appointed by the president on
the recommendation of Parliament’s
communications portfolio.

When this was pointed out to her,
Muthambi lost it. 

She outdid herself. If late president
Nelson Mandela’s personal assistant,
Zelda “Van Riebeeck” la Grange, final-
ly showed her true colours as she
drifted back into the laager with her
racist rant, Muthambi was not to be
outclassed.

Resorting to the race card instead
of engaging in facts, Muthambi left
many gasping for air as she told Davis
how a black “woman minister” did
not need a white male “sitter”.

Without being asked, she again
showed why she lacked political
finesse.

She hailed Motsoeneng’s latest
appointment as SABC acting chief
executive, describing him in glowing
terms as “a black person at the helm
of the SABC”.

If anything, Muthambi’s actions
are irresponsible, let alone unlawful. 

Motsoeneng’s presence and contin-
ued employment at the SABC is tech-
nically illegal. 

In the light of the high court judg-
ment, such ill behaviour appears to be
encouraged by the minister.

Nor is the minister concerned
about Madonsela’s findings, which
triggered the high court judgment
that Motsoeneng’s appointment was
irregular. 

Motsoeneng committed fraud in
his application for a position at the
SABC. 

He said that he had a matric, which
he did not. 

Motsoeneng, according to Madon-

sela, cost the SABC R29 million when
the broadcaster had to settle in cases
brought by employees he had fired
illegally.

Motsoeneng completed three
appraisals of his personal perform-
ance in one year, increasing his salary
from R1.5m to R2.4m – a figure close to
that earned by President Jacob Zuma,
which is in the region of R2.6m.

Although he has reduced the
SABC to nothing short of a Banana
Republic, Motsoeneng continues to
enjoy the minister’s support.

The person Muthambi should con-
sider suspending is Motsoeneng – and
not the board members.

But Muthambi does not inspire
confidence and she is not the right
person to build public faith in the
SABC.

That an important public institu-
tion such as the SABC has been
hijacked by rascals and chance-takers
means nothing to her. 

That the SABC has fallen into the
grip of what Lenin would aptly have
described as “adventurers and rogues,
boastful and noisy elements” is not
what South Africans deserve.

Instead of promoting national
values and efficiency at the SABC,
South Africa is witnessing a cabinet
minister who has become an active
participant in the drowning of this
important public institution.

But Zuma won’t fire her. 
We all know why. Mediocrity is

protected. There is no courage to deal
with it. 

We are at the height of insanity.

■ Mbhele is the Editor-At-Large of

Independent Media’s Sunday publi-

cations.
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In a tight corner,does Hawks boss need these friends?

Soweto looting
points to deeper
social problems

Selebi:Death,truth
and lessons learnt

F
RIDAY’S passing of former

diplomat and National Police

Commissioner Jackie Selebi has

elicited divergent reactions. 

Selebi meant many things to many

people. His comrades in the ANC have

paid a tribute to a “gallant fighter and son

of the soil”.  Others have elected that his

biggest mistake in life, which led to a

conviction and 15 year jail sentence,

defines life and legacy. 

Our stance is very simple. Selebi’s life

comprised of his sacrifices and roles in

the struggle against apartheid, in

nurturing our democray and ended with a

tragic anti-climax - a criminal conviction

and jail sentence.  This is the truth.

Let us not, in his death, cover-up his

mistakes. Equally, let us also not pretend

as if these defined his life and

contribution to the nation.

Let us recognise his contribution to

what we are today, as a nation, and learn

lessons from the mistakes that led to his

conviction and jail sentence.

T
HE COUNTRY watched with

horror as Soweto descended into

lawlessness this week, with young

people looting and destroying

shops, most owned by foreign nationals

from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Somalia.

The attacks were sparked by the fatal

shooting of 14-year-old Mthetheli Mahori,

allegedly by a Somali shopowner under

attack. The orgy of looting escalated with

each day and spread to Kagiso. This was

the last thing President Jacob Zuma and

his ministers needed as they tried to

market the country at the World Economic

Forum in Davos. 

The police, once again, proved to be

hopelessly ineffectual in trying to stop the

rampage. They failed to see the potential

spark in Monday’s incident and take

decisive action to prevent the escalation or

minimise harm. Even more disturbingly,

some police officers behaved in a manner

that made them complicit in the crimes,

sending the wrong message about official

attitudes to foreigners and raising

questions about equitability before the law.

But it would be unfair to blame the

unseemly events of this week on

ineffectual policing alone. The problem is

much more complex. Such sporadic and

constant eruptions point to far more deep-

seated social problems that no amount of

effective policing could fix.

For a start, that so many young people

are on hand to take part in such acts,

instead of being in productive jobs, is not a

policing problem. The unkind truth is that

the country has failed far too many of its

children.

Our complex problems need more

creative solutions and decisiveness. 

We need quickly to rectify mistakes of

the past 20 years, build on our successes

and be more innovative if our country is to

prosper and better the lives of all its

people.

H
AWKS boss Anwar Dramat
is a man with problems –
many problems. While
having to deal with the
reality of his relationship

with the government, as represented by
the Minister of Police and, through
him, the President, Dramat also has a
political problem.

And the source of this problem is
the Democratic Alliance. In executing
its role as the official opposition and
holding government accountable, the
DA has asked questions and made some
statements about the controversy sur-
rounding Dramat’s suspension.

Through their actions the DA has
become the defender of Dramat and
have created a perception, in the public
mind, that they are in his corner, fight-
ing his wars. This has created a mas-
sive political problem for Dramat, a
man who gave up his youth to join the
ANC in the struggle against apartheid. 

Dramat grew up in the ANC. It runs
in his blood. Yes, he has a fight for his
career on his hands, launched by his
own comrades in the ANC who now
hold high positions in government. He
needs support. He requires defence.

But support and protection from the

DA is the last thing that he needs. It is
the basis of a massive political problem
for a man whose job has meant that he
trod on the toes of his own comrades in
fighting crime and corruption.

When you do Dramat’s job as head of
the Hawks, it is inevitable you will end
up hugely unpopular, even among com-
rades once beside you in the trenches
during the struggle.

However, being defended by the DA
and having your case taken up by insti-

tutions such as the Helen Suzman
Foundation has created problems for
him. Unwittingly he has become a
pawn in a big game between the ANC
and DA.

There is no doubt that President
Jacob Zuma is the target of the DA.
And in the controversy around Dramat,
the DA has found a political opportuni-
ty to exploit.

They have given an impression they
know Dramat was suspended because
he had asked for the police file on inves-
tigations on the millions spent on Pres-
ident Zuma’s private estate in Nkandla
village in KwaZulu-Natal.

Despite strong denials from both the
presidency and the ANC, the DA has
insisted that this is the case.

DA leader Helen Zille has said…
“We believe with good reason that

Minister Nhleko took this patently
unlawful step to get rid of the Hawks
boss because Dramat had asked for the
file on the Nkandla corruption charges.

“Emboldened by the Constitutional
Court ruling, Dramat was doing his job
by requesting the Nkandla file to inves-
tigate this abuse of public funds.

“The Presidency’s attack on the DA
is an attempt to deflect attention away

from what is really going on here. What
is really ‘mischievous’ and ‘irresponsi-
ble’ is the abuse of our institutions that
South Africans are witnessing.

“The DA will continue to do our jobs
as the official opposition, by exposing
the systematic breaking down of our
institutions, from the Hawks, to Sars, to
the NPA by President Zuma and his net-
work.”

In response Zizi Kodwa, spokesman
for the ANC, said: “The African Nation-
al Congress has noted with great inter-
est the opportunist remarks made by
DA leader Helen Zille on the suspen-
sion of Mr Anwar Dramat, head of the
Directorate for Priority Crime Investi-
gation (the Hawks). 

“Repeatedly Ms Zille has spoken
with what seems to be authority on a
case she alleges Mr Dramat was inves-
tigating relating to the President’s
Nkandla residence.

“Despite statements to the contrary
by the authorities on this matter, Ms
Zille remains adamant of her intimate
knowledge of what Mr Dramat was
investigating. Her resoluteness on this
matter begs the question which we
hope Ms Zille, Mr Dramat and the
Hawks will answer to the public on

whether the Hawks or Mr Dramat now
report and account to Ms Zille on the
work being done by the Directorate.

“We would further wish to know the
basis upon which Ms Zille contradicts
even the South African Police Service
on the work carried out by the Hawks
and Mr Dramat.

“Failure to provide such important
information can only lead South
Africans to conclude Ms Zille has an
extremely cosy relationship with the
Hawks who account to her, and even
more menacing a relationship with a
state institution Ms Zille uses to launch
and sustain political battles.”

The two parties will never agree but
one thing is certain, when the official
opposition is seen to defend a member,
or in this case ex-member, of the ruling
party, their action brands him or her as
a political sellout, someone who has
always furthered the cause of the oppo-
sition. The DA has successfully driven
a wedge between Dramat and the ANC.

There is a big nail on Dramat’s cof-
fin. Now questions will be asked about
all investigations and prosecutions
under his watch. A political spin will be
applied and soon Dramat will be
accused of abuse of office. 

Jovial Rantao


