
 

 

 

 
 
 

The Alliance Française of Johannesburg proudly presents 
 

September Jive - A Tribute to SA Musical Heritage 
01 to 30 September 2016 

 
 
September Jive is a tribute to the musical heritage of South Africa. A series of events will 
provide a platform to meet, discuss and engage around the incredible diversity and history 
that makes South Africa such a rich musical country. September Jive comprises two 
exhibitions as well as panel discussions, screenings, meetings and talks. It aims at 
promoting the South African musical heritage, from a musicological, historical and visual 
perspective.  
 
 
Exhibitions  
 
SA musical graphics - classics and collectables presents 150 of the most interesting, 
important and beautiful sleeve covers, with a special focus on truly South African designs, 
which could have emanated only from this country. The selection was made by a group 
consisting of collectors and designers (Siemon Allen, Rob Allingham, Caroline Hillary, Molemo 
Moiloa).  

 
My favourite sounds - Music and media personalities speak out about their favourite 
tracks and albums, consist of 50 photo portraits of music and media personalities including 
Yvonne Chaka Chaka, Johnny Clegg, Brenda Sisane… accompanied by short interviews 
about their favourite South African music and explaining why they chose it. This exhibition is 
the work of photographer Kapula.   
 
The exhibitions will provide a digital platform for the general public to join in, share and 
contribute by sending their own favourite recordings and sleeves:  
www.facebook.com/septemberjive / instagram: @september_jive / twitter: #septemberjive  
  
Panel discussions, talks, meetings 
 
Wednesday 07 September (18:30) 
Forbidden sounds, music and censorship in the time of apartheid (presented by 
Michael Drewett) 
This presentation explores the apartheid regime's popular music censorship practices, from 
the banning of 'undesirable' music from distribution (and sometimes possession) to keeping 
the airwaves clear of subversive messages. 
 
Thursday 15 September (18:30) 
Past to the present, old sounds to modern ears 
This panel discussion is about the re-issues market, from compilations to original albums. It 
focuses on 4 specialised labels, their successes and challenges in a time of sampling and 
DJs. 
Moderator: Richard Nwamba (SAFM),  
Panellists: Chris Albertyn, Rob Allingham, Alain Courbis, Benjy Moody 

http://www.facebook.com/septemberjive


 

 

 

 
 
 
Thursday 22 September (18:30) 
SA cult albums, divine sounds? 
This panel discussion addresses the notion of “cult” for a work of popular art. The 1968 song 
Yakhal' Inkomo by Winston "Mankunku" Ngozi is one of the best possible examples of a 
record achieving cult status. But what does it mean? And which social and political factors 
are at work to make such a work cult? 
Moderator: Brenda Sisane (Kaya fm) 
Panellists: Percy Mabandu, Lloyd Ross, other panellists to be confirmed  
 
Wednesday 28 September (18:30) 
A Brief History of the SA Musical Industry (presented by Rob Allingham) 
This talk will cover a century of producing, marketing and distributing local music, from the 
early years to the greatest successes and to the downward trends of the present. 
 
Screenings 
 

Friday 02 September (18:30)  
Phuzekhemisi (Damon Heatlie)  
A biographical profile of this popular Zulu Maskanda artist who became the leading voice of 
protest for his beleaguered rural KZN community.   
 
Friday 09 September (18:30)  
Amandla! A Revolution In Four-Part Harmony (Lee Hirsh) 
"Amandla! A Revolution In Four-Part Harmony" is a soul-stirring documentary that uses 
exclusive interviews and rare, never-before-seen film footage to document the vital role that 
music played in the nearly half-century struggle against apartheid in South Africa. 
 
Friday 16 September (18:30)  
Dilemma (Peter Maxwell) – excerpt  
„Dilemma‟ was a full-length dramatization of a Nadine Gordimer story filmed in 1962. It 
contains this one memorable musical performance with (in order of appearance) Mackay 
Davashe, Pricilla Booi, Vinah Benele, Tandi Mpambane (Klaasen), Mabel Mafuya, Abigail 
Kubeka, Blyth Mbitjana, Kippie Moeketsi and Wanda Makhubu. 
 
Africa Shakes (Basil Mailer) 
Filmed in 1965 and aimed at the „teenage‟ audience, „Africa Shakes‟ was a sometimes 
cringe-inducing attempt to replicate the Beatles „A Hard Day‟s Night‟ in a South African 
setting.  However, with the benefit of fifty years‟ hindsight, the film can now be savoured as a 
rare, pre-television era document of the local music scene, both white and African. Although 
„starring‟ a second-rate British „beat band‟, Bill Kimber & The Couriers, the film includes 
unique cameo appearances by Ben Nkosi, Reggie Msomi, Dana Valery, Lemmy Special 
Mabaso, Sharon Tandy, Abigail Kubeka (backed by Peter Mokonotela, Gideon Nxumalo, 
Chooks Tshukudu and Early Mabuza), Brian Poole & the Tremeloes (from the UK), Una 
Valli, Cy Sacks and George Hayden.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Friday 23 September (18:30)  
Jiving And Dying - The Radio Rats Story (Michael Cross) 
Twenty-five years in the making, this film introduces the music of Radio Rats and the words 
of Jonathan Handley in an attempt to afford them the place they deserve in the history of 
independent rock ‟n‟ roll in South Africa. 
 
Friday 30 September (18:30)  
Future sounds of Mzansi (Nthato Mokgata & Lebogang Rasethaba) 
Future Sounds of Mzansi is a documentary which aims to explore, express, and interrogate 
South Africa's cultural landscape, 20 years into its democracy... A chief vehicle of this 
exploration is electronic music, a staple of South African popular culture. The film explores 
the past, present and future of the scene and its multiple sub-genres, presented through the 
eyes of internationally acclaimed artist Spoek Mathambo. 
 
September Jive - A Tribute to SA Musical Heritage is presented by the Alliance 
Française of Johannesburg, curated by Rob Allingham and supported by the Southern 
African Music Right Organisation (SAMRO) and the French Institute of South Africa.  
 
September Jive - A Tribute to SA Musical Heritage will later on travel to the Alliances 
Françaises of Cape Town and Durban.   
 
All events are for free and opened to anyone.  
 
All the events are happening at the Alliance Française of Johannesburg 
17 Lower Park Drive, corner Kerry Road, opposite Zoo Lake 
Parkview, Johannesburg 
 
For more information please contact:  
 

 Prisca Cerneaux, communication coordinator Alliance Française Johannesburg 
Communication.jhb@alliance.org.za / 011 646 1169 

 Justine Guschlbauer, cultural coordinator Alliance Française Johannesburg 
Culture.afjhb@gmail.com / 011 646 1169 

 Jean Bourdin, director Alliance Française Johannesburg 
Jean.bourdin@alliance.org.za / 079 522 5215 

 
 
Biographies  

 
Chris Albertyn 
Matsuli Music is an independent record label specializing in reissues of original South 
African afro-jazz. The label is co-managed by Chris Albertyn in Durban and Matt Temple in 
London. Branded a “cultural heritage practitioner” by academics, Chris‟ interest in South 
African music and people led to him editing and self-publishing “Keeping Time” (1964-1974) 
The Photographs and Cape Town Jazz recordings of Ian Bruce Huntley". When he is not 
collecting and listening to music, Chris works as a management consultant in the 
development cooperation sector." 
 
 
 

http://alliance.org.za/johannesburg/
http://www.samro.org.za/
http://www.ifas.org.za/
mailto:Communication.jhb@alliance.org.za
mailto:Culture.afjhb@gmail.com
mailto:Jean.bourdin@alliance.org.za


 

 

 

 
Rob Allingham served as the Archive Manager at Gallo Record Company from 1990 to 
2008, overseeing a physical archive that is the largest on the African continent as well as a 
back catalogue that collectively comprises approximately 85% of all the recordings made in  
South Africa in the 20th century. During that time he produced almost 200 CD reissues 
covering a wide range of South African music, many of which he also annotated.  He wrote  
surveys on South African musical history for the first two editions of „The Rough Guide to 
World Music‟ and contributed other articles including one on the complex history of Miriam 
Makeba‟s international hit song, „Pata Pata‟, that appeared in „African Music‟, the journal of 
the International Library of African Music at Rhodes University. He now works as an 
independent music consultant and researcher. 
 
Alain Courbis has been a journalist, a musician, a sailor and visited the world before 
settling in Reunion Island. He was very involved in the local art scene and became the 
director of the Pôle Régional des Musiques Actuelles of Reunion Island, a resource centre 
for the development and the professionalization of the music scene from its creation in 1997 
to December 2015. In this framework he started the Takamba label, dedicated to the 
preservation and the release of the musical heritage of the Indian Ocean. He now works as 
an independent consultant on an on-line sound archive for the music of the Indian Ocean.  
 
Michael Cross is a Durban-based documentary-filmmaker with more than twenty-five years 
experience of producing, directing and editing documentaries.  He continues to produce films 
to illuminate artists and individuals and "Jiving and Dying - The Radio Rats story" is his 
fourth music-documentary. His 2012 documentary, “Rockstardom - The Journey Of A Small-
Town Songwriter" premiered at the 14th Encounters South African International 
Documentary Film Festival and he has made films about musicians Syd Kitchen and Madala 
Kunene (“Bafo Bafo - What Kind?!”) and the band Scooters Union (“Vivid Memories of 
Scooters”). He has also created more than fifty short films for artists including: Hugh 
Masekela, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Syd Kitchen, Busi Mhlongo and Benguela. 
 
Michael Drewett is an Associate Professor in Sociology at Rhodes University, South Africa. 
He is co-editor (with Martin Cloonan) of Popular Music Censorship in Africa (Ashgate 2006) 
and (with Sarah Hill and Kimi Kärki) Peter Gabriel: From Genesis to Growing Up (Ashgate 
2010) and is currently working on a book concerning popular music censorship in South 
Africa.  He produced the documentary film Stopping the Music (2002) about an instance of 
South African music censorship. He is the co-ordinator of the Cutting Grooves Censorship of 
Popular Music in South Africa Archive and in this capacity has worked with Shifty Records 
on two CD compilations, organised a censorship of music during apartheid exhibition at the 
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and worked with the Museum of World Culture in 
Gothenberg, Sweden in setting up a sub-exhibition of censored music during apartheid.  
 
Caroline Hillary has been active in the music industry for over 22 years, beginning her 
journey, like most, in a music retail environment, breaking into a major label and eventually 
starting her own company. After having worked on several music publications, travelling 
around America and studying photography, she finally settled in at Gallo at the age of 25 for 
a 6 years stint that saw her handling PR, local A&R and more importantly, album sleeve 
design. Caroline made it her goal to improve the quality of the album sleeves being designed 
in SA and with the team of designers at Gallo, started elevating the quality through  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
professional photo shoots, styling and progressive creative concepts. Ten years ago, she 
opened her own marketing and design agency Red Flag, and continued to provide a similar,  
yet more involved service for the music industry. Caroline has been the creative director 
behind some of the country biggest artists and produced almost 300 sleeves over the past 
16 years. She has an active interest in fashion, music and South African culture. 
 
Innocent Dwayne Kapula, photographer and DJ, when not preoccupied with thematic of 
borders, be them geographical, personal or representational, is curating and producing 
projects and events in the spaces between music, art and resistance. His current projects 
include Pungwe, mobile-curated music and video allnight parties, and MukaMuka, a work 
wear brand repositioned from Chinese communist labour aesthetic for contemporary South 
African streets. He is currently working on a documentary film considering the intersections 
between Harare youth dancehall culture, politics and influence, a project, which departs from 
his photographic research on the masquerade practice of Gule in areas of Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi. 
 
Percy Mabandu is an award winning art journalist and author of the recently published book 
Yakhal'inkomo: Portrait of Jazz Classic, a book about the classic 1968 jazz record by the 
late, composer and saxophonist, Winston Mankunku Ngozi. Mabandu has been writing 
about jazz music, the arts in general for the last ten years. His work has appeared in 
newspapers and magazines that include the weekly City Press, Blaque Magazine, Sunday 
Times, Mail & Guardian, Rolling Stone Magazine, Chimurenga Chronic, and many 
others. He is a regular television and radio commentator on art and culture issues.  
 
Molemo Moiloa is director of the Visual Arts Network of South Africa (VANSA), and one half 
of artists collaborative MADEYOULOOK. She has degrees in Fine Arts and Social 
Anthropology, writes sometimes, and is interested in popular social pedagogies and 
everyday socio-political imaginary. 
 
Benjy Mudie is a veteran of over 40 years in the music business, starting as a record store 
manager in the `70s followed by 21 years as Head of Marketing and A&R for WEA 
Records/Tusk Music. On leaving Tusk he founded the SA music only label, Fresh Music. 
Over the past 4 decades he has signed and developed some of South Africa`s most 
influential and successful artists including Mango Groove, Evoid, MarcAlex. Nianell, Elvis 
Blue, National Wake, Asylum Kids and Lesley Rae Dowling. In 2000 he started the Retro 
Fresh imprint label, reissuing classic SA pop and rock albums on CD. In addition to running 
Fresh Music and Retro Fresh Benjy hosts a weekly 3 hour radio show, The Jukebox, on 702 
playing classic pop and soul from the `50s to the `70s. He also owns a vinyl store in 
Blairgowrie called VinylJunkie and runs an A&R/creative initiative called The SongBook 
which partners emerging SA artists with international songwriters. 
 
Richard Nwamba quit his teaching job to tackle the arts full time in 1993. He has 
subsequently written several radio plays for SAfm and two stage plays “Rich Overnight” 
(1981) and “I Came Twice!” (1995). After recording two solo albums “The Nyamusoro” (The 
Witchdoctor) and “Chingombela Dance” he released his last album “Urban Culture” with the 
group Amati in 2001. He appeared on local television in various productions, including 
“Muvhango” and internationally for blockbusters such as “The Ghost and the Darkness” and  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
“Catch a Fire”. He started his broadcasting career in 1995 and still presents the ever-popular 
“The African Connection with Richard Nwamba” on Saturdays from 13:00 – 15:00.  
 
Lloyd Ross began working as a location sound recordist in the early 80‟s moonlighting as a 
music composer for film. He won a Sarie (then South Africa‟s top music award) for 
composing the theme for the TV series Vyfster in ‟83 before music took over completely, but 
this time as a producer and founder of Shifty Records, the only label in the country recording 
politically aware artists through the last decade of apartheid. During this period he recorded  
debut albums with a number of artists that became SA music icons, including Vusi 
Mahlasela, Sankomota, James Phillips, Koos Kombuis, Johannes Kerkorrel, Mzwakhe Mbuli  
and Tananas. Lloyd began shooting and directing music videos in the early nineties before 
moving on to documentaries, a number of which featuring music: Voëlvry (about rebel 
Afrikaner rockers Johannes Kerkorrel and Koos Kombuis), Famous for not being 
Famous (about SA cult artist James Phillips), Singers and Swenkas (about the iscathamiya 
singing competitions of Johannesburg) and The Silver Fez (about Cape Malay choirs).  
 
Brenda Sisane 

Like most of us I started listening to music as a youngster, and was drawn to soul and jazz 
music from my parents and grandparents. The story goes that my grand-father used to 
perform on the saxophone with his band while my grandmother cooked a feast of soul food 
and people would come over to enjoy this atmosphere on Sundays in Sophiatown. My father 
was a known jazz collector and so was my stepdad. When I was asked to join Radio Bop as 
a presenter in the 90s, I was nervous but excited. The journey of radio finds me in the course 
of my Public Relations career and completely takes over. Today I straddle both the 
communications sector and art promotion and I have added a new area of expertise in 
project funding and social entrepreneurship. In the past, I have worked for SABC Radio and 
Television, retired from radio and returned years later with the Art of Sunday on Kaya FM. In 
my spare time, I serve on various advisory boards; I'm a founder of a Production Company 
and a Non Profit Organization that promotes arts exchange. 
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