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French Ambassador’s remarks 

Colloque SYMOP,  june 9th 2016  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen (all protocols observed), 

As the French Ambassador to South Africa, I am always 

delighted to welcome French business delegations and 

today is no exception: thank you, Mr Gilles GAUBERT  and 

Mr Franck RETTMEYER,  of the French Association of 

paper machines industry  for organizing, with the help of 

the French Trade Commission - Business France office of 

Johannesburg, this visit of 11 French companies operating 

in the paper industry + the French paper engineering 

university, “PAGORA University” based in Grenoble. I’m 

happy to see that the very best of French papermaking 

expertise is here today. 

 

A special welcome to the representative of the French 

public Investment Bank “BPI France”: Mr Romain BAURET, 

who will start to work in Johannesburg before the end of 

this year. Your skills will be appreciated both by French 

exporters and by South African buyers! 
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And last but not least, a heartfelt thanks to TAPSA (Mrs 

Lynne ASKEW and Mr Iain KERR) and PAMSA (Mrs Jane 

MOLONY) as well as to the DTI (Mrs Tafadzwa 

NYANZUNDA) who helped a lot in organizing this seminar! 

This morning, I will briefly limit myself to two topics : 1/ the 

economic relationship between South Africa and France 

and 2/ the purpose of this seminar on paper industry. 

 

First , the economic relationship between South Africa and 

France.  

It is satisfactory, but it could be better! On the one hand, 

with 1,9 billion € imports from France, South Africa was 

last year France’s first market among the 49 countries in 

sub-Saharan Africa. The number of French companies 

established in South Africa has increased steadily over the 

last few years. Nowadays, there are approximately 350 

French company subsidiaries operating in South Africa. On 

the other hand, South Africa exported 0,9 billion € worth of 

goods to France and there are at the moment less than 30 

South African companies in France.  
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I think, but I would love to be contradicted, that there is 

probably not enough reciprocal knowledge and intimacy 

between the business circles of our two countries.  

With regard to my country, there is one fact we want to 

make better known all over the world, but especially in 

South Africa : France has one of the best technology in the 

world in many fields, based on one of the best research 

and development in the world. 

 

Second topic : the purpose of this seminar  

France and South Africa are key players in the international 

paper industry. France is well recognized in the European 

continent, and South Africa is well recognized in the 

African continent. French paper industry enjoys an 

excellent reputation internationally and particularly in 

machinery. So now is the time to talk ! Today, 

representatives of South African companies will benefit 

from technical presentations made by French experts but I 

think the benefit of this dialogue will be reciprocal. 

 

Today’s seminar is an excellent opportunity to network and 

to develop business partnerships between French and 
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South African papermakers. It is also an opportunity to 

exchange mutually beneficial information. 

 

I wish everyone present today an excellent business day! 


